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Trenton,  N.  J.,  January  24,  1888. 

The  forty-third  annual  meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  His- 
torical Society  was  held  this  day  in  the  rooms  of  the  Trenton 
Board  of  Trade  in  this  city.  The  President,  the  Rev. 
Samuel  M.  Hamill,  D.  D.,  occupied  the  Chair,  and  was 
assisted  by  Samuel  H.  Pennington",  M.  D.,  Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

In  calling  the  meeting  to  order,  The  President  briefly 
referred  to  the  work  accomplished  by  the  Society  since  its 
organization  in  1845,  and  expressed  the  belief  that  it  had  a 
prosperous  future  before  it. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  held  at  Newark  in  May  last 
were  read  by  the  Recording  Secretary,  William  Nelson, 
and  were  approved. 

The  President  appointed  E.  H.  Stokes,  Esq.,  of  Trenton, 
Oapt.  Allan  L.  Bassett,  of  Newark,  and  Dr.  Henry  R.  Can- 
non, of  Elizabeth,  a  committee  to  nominate  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

The  correspondence  received  since  May  last  was  submitted 
by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  Dr.  Stephen  Wicxes, 
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who  read  the  more  interesting  portions.  The  executor  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Lawrence  Redmond  wrote,  transmitting  a  fine 
portrait  of  her  grandfather,  Oapt.  James  Lawrence,  of  the 
Chesapeake,  killed  in  the  war  of  1812,  the  portrait  being  the 
work  of  Gilbert  Stuart.*  The  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  submitted  plans  for  collating  and  publishing  impor- 
tant archives  of  his  department,  including  papers  of  General 
Washington.  Resolutions  were  transmitted  by  citizens  of 
New  York,  appointed  by  Mayor  Hewitt,  to  arrange  for  the 
celebration  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  inauguration 
of  Washington  as  President  of  the  United  States,  at  New 
York,  on  April  30,  1 789.  f  A  letter  of  inquiry  had  been 
received  regarding  the  portrait  of  Aaron  Burr,  by  Gilbert 
Stuart,  in  the  Society's  possession.]:  Lieut.  A.  S.  Dyer,  of 
Newport,  R.  L,  wrote  in  relation  to  the  order-books  of  Col. 
John  Doughty,  1782  and  1791).  Other  letters  were  from  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  announcing  the  death,  on  August 
19,  1SS7,  of  Spencer  Fullerton  Baird,  LL.  D.,  for  several 
years  Secretary  of  the  Institution,  and  Director  of  the  United 
States  National  Museum,  and  giving  notice  of  the  election  of 
Prof.  Samuel  Pierpont  Langley,  LL.  D.,  as  Secretary  in  his 
place.  From  the  Trustees  of  the  New  York  State  Library, 
announcing  the  death,  on  November  3,  L887,  in  the  seventy- 
sixth  year  of  his  age,  of  Henry  A.  Homes,  LL.  D.,  who,  since 
September,  1854,  had  been  connected  with  that  library. 
From  Mr.  Eugene  Devereux,  of  Philadelphia,  transmitting 
to  the  library  of  the  Society  a  copy  of  the  "  Chronicles  of  the 
Plumstead  Family,"  and  a  biographical  sketch  of  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Elliott. 


*  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  at  Newark,  May  19,  1859,  the  uniform  worn  by 
Capt.  Lawrence  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  presented  to  the  Society  by  his  widow, 
through  Mr,  John  Y.  Foster.  The  uniform  is  preserved  in  a  glass  case  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Society  at  Newark.  For  an  interesting  account  of  the  presentation 
then  made  see  Proceedings  N.  J.  Hist.  Soc,  First  Series,  Vol.  VIII,  151-3,  May, 
1S59.  For  notices  of  Oapt.  Lawrence  and  his  ancestry  see  same,  and  also  N.  J, 
Archives,  Vol.  X,  303. 

t  This  Society  took  action  in  relation  to  this  proposed  celebration  at  its  meeting 
at  Newark  May  20,  1886.—  Proceedings,  Second  Series,  IX,  32. 

%  For  description  of  this  portrait  and  the  singular  manner  in  which  it  was  dis- 
covered see  Proceedings  of  the  Society,  First  Series,  Vol.  X,  170,  May,  1866. 
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The  Treasurer  presented  his  annual  report  duly  audited, 
and  it  was  received. 

The  Executive  Committee  presented  the  following  report: 

At  our  last  annual  meeting  the  Executive  Committee  was 
requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  making  such  disposi- 
tion of  the  real  estate  belonging  to  the  Society  in  Newark  by 
sale  or  improvement  of  the  same  for  the  best  welfare  of  the 
Society.  To  this  end  the  President  was  also  authorized  to 
sign  whatever  papers  might  be  necessary  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  affix  the  seal  of  the  Society 
thereto. 

The  Committee,  at  a  full  meeting  held  in  Newark  in  the 
following  March,  resolved  that  it  is  expedient  to  erect  a  fire- 
proof building  on  the  Society's  lot,  and  that  such  a  measure 
is  practicable.  A  sub-committee  of  live  was  appointed,  of 
which  Hon.  Geo.  A.  Halsey  is  chairman,  to  take  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  raise  an  adequate  fund  for  the  purpose.  A  sub- 
committee on  plans  for  the  building  was  also  appointed, 
consisting  of  three,  to  which  a  fourth  member  was  added  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  the  13th  of  January  inst. 

The  remarkable  increase  of  books  and  pamphlets  during 
the  year  1887,  as  will  appear  by  the  report  of  the  Library 
Committee,  makes  a  large  increase  of  space  for  their  proper 
disposition  an  imperative  necessity.  A  plan  was  drawn  and 
shown  to  the  Society  at  its  May  meeting  in  Newark,  and 
during  the  present  month  a  second  plan  has  been  drawn  but 
not  sufficiently  complete  to  present  to  the  Society  at  its  pres- 
ent meeting.  The  hope  is  cherished  by  the  Committee  that 
the  measures  now  in  progress  will  result  in  the  construction 
of  a  building  of  approved  construction  which  will  meet  the 
wants  of  the  Society,  and  at  the  same  time  afford  a  revenue 
sufficient  to  meet  its  financial  needs. 

A  letter  has  been  recently  received  at  the  rooms  of  the 
Society  from  the  United  States  Department  of  Stale,  asking 
the  opinion  of  the  Historical  Society  of  New  Jersey  and  their 
co-operation  in  the  plan  recommended  by  the  Hon.  Secretary 
of  State,  for  the  publication,  by  order  of  Congress,  of  the 
collection  of  MS.  papers  of  historical  value  illustrating  the 
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early  history  of  our  National  Govern  merit  which  are  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  Department,  haying  been  purchased  by 
order  of  Congress. 

The  Committee  recommend  to  the  Society  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  most  earnestly  com- 
mends to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress  the  proposal  of  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  State  to  publish  the  collections  of  historical  papers  illus- 
trating the  early  history  of  our  National  Government,  which  have  been 
purchased  by  order  of  Congress,  and  which  are  essential  to  perfect  our 
national  history. 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  entertains  a  special  interest  in  the  proposed 
publication,  being  assured  that,  thereby,  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  the 
soil  of  which  was  made  sacred  by  the  events  of  the  revolutionary  era,  will 
derive  valuable  material  in  the  illustration  of  its  local  history. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  signed  by  the  President  and  Secre- 
taries of  the  Society,  and  be  transmitted  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington. 

MORTUARY  RECORD. 

James  N.  Stratton,  of  Mount  Holly,  died  on  December 

2,  1886. 

Eev.  Peter  Augustus  Studdiford,  D.  D.,  died  at  Lam- 
bertville,  N.  J.,  October  11,  1886.  He  had  his  birth  there, 
the  son  of  Eev.  Peter  Ogelvie,  D.  D.,  and  Ellen  Wilson 
(Simpson)  Studdiford.  Having  graduated  at  Princeton 
College,  1849,  and  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  1852,  he 
was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  by  the  Presbytery  of 
Earitan,  June  12,  1855.  His  first  pastorate  was  at  Milford 
and  New  Holland,  N.  J.,  1855  to  1859  ;  at  Belleville,  N.  J., 
in  Eeformed  Dutch  Church,  1860  to  1806.  He  then  settled 
in  his  native  town  as  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
1866,  where  he  remained  till  his  death.  He  married  Margaret 
H.  Stryker.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society 
in  the  month  of  May  of  the  same  year  in  which  he  died. 

Eev.  Gustavus  Abeel,  D.  D.,  died  on  Sunday  morning, 
September  4,  1887.  He  was  born  in  Fair,  now  Fulton 
street,  New  York,  on  June  6,  1801.  His  father  was  the 
Eev.  John  Neilson  Abeel,  one  of  the  pastors  of  the  Collegiate 
Eeformed  Church  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  New  York 
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Historical  Society.  His  grandfather  was  Col.  James  Abeel, 
an  officer  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  and  served  on  Wash- 
ington's staff  at  Morristown.  Dr.  Gustavus  Abeel  was  gradu- 
ated at  Union  College  in  1823,  and  studied  theology  at  New 
Brunswick  under  Dr.  Livingston.  Upon  his  admission  to 
the  ministry  he  went  to  English  Neighborhood,  now  Leonia, 
to  enter  upon  his  first  pastoral  charge.  "While  there  he 
married  Mary  Jane,  a  daughter  of  Abraham  Van  Nest,  a 
merchant  in  New  York.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he  received 
a  call  from  the  Reformed  Church  at  Belleville,  N.  J.,  which 
he  accepted,  and  served  it  for  six  years.  He  migrated  thence 
to  Geneva,  New  York,  where  from  1S34  to  1849  he  spent  the 
best  years  of  his  life  and  where  his  memory  is  still  gratefully 
cherished  by  those  who  can  testify  to  his  modest  worth  and 
the  extent  of  his  then  pioneer  labors  in  that  part  of  Western 
New  York.  In  1849  his  health  failed  him.  He  made  an  ex- 
tended tour  abroad,  the  effect  of  which  was  so  favorable  to 
his  restoration  that  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  Second  Reformed 
Church  in  Newark.  Here  he  labored  for  fifteen  years  and 
until  he  retired  from  the  active  work  of  the  ministry.  Dr. 
Abeel  received  the  degree  of  D.  D.  from  Columbia  and  Rutgers 
Colleges.  He  was  a  profound  thinker  and  in  his  early  days 
was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  Church  at  large,  filling- 
responsible  positions  and  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  His 
wife,  the  partner  of  his  joys  and  sorrows  for  more  than  half  a 
century,  entered  into  the  heavenly  rest  but  a  few  years  before 
him.  He  became  a  member  of  the. Historical  Society  in  1851 , 
very  soon  after  he  came  to  New  Jersey,  and  for  all  the  years 
which  followed  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  its  welfare. 
His  death  took  place  at  Stamford,  Delaware  County,  N.  Y., 
where,  with  his  family,  he  had  spent  the  summer.  He  had 
been  in  good  health  during  the  season  and  down  to  two  days 
before  his  death,  when  he  was  attacked  with  pneumonia 
which  ran  a  speedy  course,  and  in  a  few  hours  translated 
him  from  the  life  here  to  the  life  immortal,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years. 

Rev.  William  J.  Gill,  D.  D.,  died  in  Orange,  X.  J..  March 
14,  1887.     He  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  where  he  received  his 
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education.  We  do  not  know  when  he  migrated  to  the  United 
States,  nor  his  history  prior  to  his  call  from  Milwaukee  in 
April,  1879,  to  the  Westminster  Church  in  Baltimore,  Md. 
A  short  time  afterward  he  engaged  in  publishing  the  "  Pi^es- 
byterian  Observer,"  of  which  he  was  also  editor.  During  his 
stay  in  Baltimore  he  was  the  chief  instrument  in  establishing 
the  Paradise  Presbyterian  Church  at  Catonville  and  the  Relay 
Church  at  Relay  Station,  being  financially  interested  in  these 
enterprises.  About  1885  he  made  a  clean  transfer  of  the 
Relay  Church  to  its  congregation,  giving  to  it  the  lot  and 
considerable  money.  In  1884  he  was  called  to  a  new  church 
enterprise  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  thence  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Schooley's  Mountain,  N.  J.,  where  he  was  engaged 
as  a  supply.  He  died  at  the  Orange  Memorial  Hospital, 
having  been  sent  there  by  loving  friends,  where,  in  a  private 
ward,  he  might  receive  the  attentions  and  the  comforts  which 
his  case  needed.  He  was  about  sixty  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  Dr.  Grill  was  no  ordinary  man.  He  possessed 
unusual  ability  and  attainments  as  a  Christian  minister  and 
a  learned  scholar.  His  great  mental  culture  and  courteous 
demeanor  made  him  attractive  to  all.  The  large  library 
which  he  left  bore  testimony  to  his  scholarly  tastes,  consist- 
ing, as  it  did,  of  many  rare  and  learned  works.  His  mortal 
remains  rest  at  Schooley's  Mountain.  He  was  elected  to 
membership  in  this  Society  in  January,  1887.  He  died 
soon  after  and  before  he  became  constitutionally  a  member. 
We  deem  him  eminently  worthy  of  this  memorial  tribute  in 
our  mortuary  record. 

Joseph  Black,  a  native  of  Newark,  born  July,  1804,  de- 
parted this  life  in  June,  1887,  aged  eighty-three.  He  was 
the  son  of  James  and  Rebecca  (Hardenbrook)  Black.  He 
married  Hannah  R.,  daughter  of  Hon.  Edward  Sanderson,  of 
Perth  Amboy.  Elected  a  member  of  the  Society  in  1875,  he 
manifested  a  great  interest  in  its  meetings  and  in  the  treasures 
of  its  library.  During  the  later  years  of  his  life,  and  until 
the  infirmities  of  age  prevented,  he  took  delight  in  spending 
his  leisure  hours  in  reading  and  copying  from  the  volumes 
which  recorded  the  early  events  of  this  part  of  New  Jersey. 
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He  served  at  one  time  as  a  member  of  the  Common  Council 
of  Newark,  and  in  offices  also  underxthe  appointment  of  the- 
same. 

William  O'Gorman,  M.  D.,  of  Newark,  became  a  life 
member  of  the  Society  in  1885.  He  was  a  native  of  Dublin, 
Ireland.  Born  July  12,  1824.  He  was  educated  at  a  Cath- 
olic College  at  Carlow,  now  affiliated  with  the  London  Uni- 
versity. He  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, and  in  1844  went  to  Dublin,  where  he  spent  five  years 
as  a  student,  house  surgeon  and  physician  in  the  well-known 
hospitals  of  that  city.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1849,  and,  settling  in  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  was  appointed  surgeon 
to  Fort  Ontario  in  1851.  He  held  this  position  until  March, 
1857,  when  he  migrated  to  Newark.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  War  of  the  Eebellion  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Olden 
chief  of  the  commission  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe,  for  the 
purpose  of  caring  for  the  wounded  New  Jersey  soldiers  in 
that  vicinity  and  returning  them  to  their  homes.  His  duties 
in  this  service  were  performed  with  great  fidelity  and  skill  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  He  was  the  County 
Physician  of  Essex  for  two  successive  terms.  Finding  that 
the  duties  of  the  office  interfered  with  his  private  practice,  he 
resigned  at  the  close  of  his  second  term.  In  1875  he  was 
made  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  held  in  the  high  esteem  of  the  Society 
as  one  of  its  most  distinguished  Fellows.  Dr.  O'Gorman 
was  Medical  Director  of  St.  Michael's  Hospital  in  Newark, 
the  success  and  usefulness  of  which  is  largely  due  to  his 
experience  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  and  to  his  judicious 
counsel.  He  was  married  in  November,  1857,  to  Susan, 
eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  Geo.  Dougherty,  of  Newark.  By  this 
union  he  had  two  sons,  one  of  whom  has  chosen  the  profes- 
sion of  his  father  as  his  own.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  presence, 
courteous  manners,  scholarly  and  learned.  His  generous  im- 
pulses, which  were  very  marked,  were  finely  illustrated  about 
two  years  ago,  when  several  persons,  children  in  Newark, 
were  bitten  by  a  rabid  dog  and  thereby  exposed  to  a  dreadful 
death  by  hydrophobia.     Pasteur,  of  Paris,  had  a  little  time 
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before  published  his  experiments  upon  the  virus  of  rabies  and 
his  conclusions  that  inoculation  was  a  preventive  to  its  fatal 
effects.  Dr.  O'Gorman  immediately  raised  a  fund  large 
enough,  contributing  liberally  himself,  to  send  the  bitten 
children  to  Paris.  He  went  with  them  himself,  giving  them 
his  personal  attention  on  the  voyage,  and  upon  arrival 
in  Paris,  taking  them  to  Pasteur  and  placing  them  in  his 
hands.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Newark,  November  16, 1887. 
On  the  second  day  of  this  year  1888  departed  this  life,  sud- 
denly at  Philadelphia,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one,  Hon.  Joel 
Parker.  He  was  born  in  Monmouth  County,  Nov.  24, 
1816,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Sarah  S.  (Coward)  Parker,  but 
spent  the  most  of  his  early  years  in  Trenton,  where  he 
studied  law.  He  graduated  at  Princeton  in  1839.  After  his 
course  of  study  in  the  law,  and  his  admission  to  the  bar,  he 
removed  to  Freehold.  In  1847,  when  he  was  thirty  years  of 
age,  he  was  sent  to  the  Assembly,  and  continued  to  be  re- 
turned till  1857,  when  he  declined  any  further  nomination. 
He  was  soon  after  made  Prosecutor  of  the  Pleas  for  Mon- 
mouth. In  1862  he  was  elected  Governor,  and  again  elected 
in  1871.  He  was  distinguished  for  learning,  great  executive 
ability,  and  integrity  of  character.  In  1875  he  was  ap- 
pointed Attorney-General  of  the  State.  As  War  Governor  he 
worthily  sustained  the  National  Government  by  placing  all 
the  resources  of  the  State  at  its  disposal,  and  guarded  the 
interests  of  New  Jerseymen  at  home  and  in  the  field.  In 
1880  he  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
again  appointed  in  1881,  which  position  he  held  to  the  time 
of  his  death.  His  breadth  of  mind,  judicial  impartiality,  his 
unswerving  honesty  of  purpose,  as  well  as  the  clearness  of 
his  judgment,  made  him  what  he  was,  a  model  executive,  a 
just  judge,  and  a  trusted  citizen.  Jerseymen  instinctively 
turned  to  him,  as  his  party  did,  in  every  time  of  stress  and 
trouble.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society  in 
May,  1859,  and  was  a  member  of  its  Executive  Committee 
continuously  for  seventeen  years.  His  public  engagements 
were  such  that  he  was  seldom  present  at  its  meetings;  but 
the  Society  relied  none  the  less  upon  his  efficient  aid   and 


MEETING   m  TBENTOX.  8 

counsel  when  the  progress  of  its  affairs  needed  his  co-opera- 
tion. He  was  an  efficient  member  of  the  distinguished  Com- 
mittee of  the  Society  which  secured  the  publication,  by  the 
State,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Historical  Society,  of  the 
Documents  relating  to  the  Colonial  History  of  New  Jersey, 
now  constituting  the  series  of  volumes  of  the  New  Jersey 
Archives. 

Col.  William  P.  Wilson,  of  Trenton,  died  Aug.  6,  188G, 
at  Warm  Springs,  Va.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Society  Jan.  15,  1885.  He  achieved  distinction  in  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion  and  also  in  civil  life.  The  Military  Order  of 
the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States — Commandery  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  furnishes  a  worthy  memorial  of  Col. 
Wilson  and  illustrates  the  reputation  in  which  he  was  held 
in  military,  civil  and  social  life: 

Philadelphia,  November  2,  188G. 
"  Read  at  a  Stated  Meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Com- 
mandery, November  1,  1886. 

"  William  Potter  Wilson — First  Lieutenant  148th  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry,  September  1,  1862;  Captain  November  15, 
1863.  Captain  and  Aide-de-camp  U.  S.  Volunteers,  January 
23,  1865;  mustered  out,  July  10,  1866.  Captain  21st  IT.  S. 
Infantry,  July  28,  1866;  unassigned,  April  19,  1869;  honor- 
ably discharged,  October  23,  1870.  Brevetted  Major  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  December  2,  1864,  "  for  gallant  services  during 
the  present  campaign  before  Richmond,  Va. ;"  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  U.  S.  Volunteers,  March  13,  1865,  "for  services 
throughout  the  war;"  Major  LT.  S.  Army,  March  2.  1867, 
"for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  Va."  Elected  January  6,  1869,  Class  1,  Insig- 
nia 962.  Born,  January  1,  1838,  at  Potter's  Mills,  Centre 
County,  Pennsylvania.  Died,  August  6,  1886.  at  Warm 
Springs,  Virginia. 

"  Descended  from  the  bravest  and  most  pal  riot  ic  of  Revolu- 
tionary ancestry,  on  the  paternal  side  from  Captain  William 
Wilson,  of  the  1st  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  Continental  Line. 
who  distinguished  himself  in  Wayne's  brilliant  assault  at    the 
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hedge  fence  on  Monmouth  battle  field,  and  in  the  capture  at 
that  time  of  the  colors  of  the  Royal  Grenadiers;  and  on  the 
maternal  side  from  General  James  Potter.  Pennsylvania  State 
Trocps,  who  fought  so  well  at  Princeton,  and  who  was  re- 
ported by  General  Washington  to  have  been  killed  on  that 
field,  it  was  natural  that  Colonel  Wilson  should  inherit  from 
such  progenitors  the  same  ardent  devotion  to  the  welfare  and 
the  glory  of  his  native  land. 

"  Before  the  war  he  had  been  devoted  to  the  study  of  medi- 
cal science,  but  on  the  election  of  his  brother-in-law,  Hon. 
Andrew  G.  Curtin,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  he  became  his 
private  secretary.  In  this  position  he  made  hosts  of  friends 
by  his  courteous  and  affable  manners  among  the  leading  men 
of  the  State.  He  began  his  military  life  as  First  Lieutenant 
148th  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  September,  1SG2; 
a  year  thereafter  he  was  promoted  Captain  of  his  company, 
and  brevetted  Major  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  for  good  con- 
duct in  battle.  He  performed  great  and  important  services 
on  the  staff  of  General  Caldwell,  at  Gettysburg,  and  distin- 
guished himself  greatly  in  the  campaign  of  the  Wilderness 
and  in  the  fight  at  Ream's  Station,  for  which  he  was  honored 
in  orders.  At  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  he  was  made  Cap- 
tain and  Aide  to  General  Hancock,  on  whose  staff  he  had 
been  serving  under  detail  since  December  20, 1864.  Iu  July, 
18G6,  he  was  appointed  Captain  in  the  21st  Infantry,  U.  S. 
Army,  and  in  March  following  was  brevetted  Major  U.  S. 
Army.  In  1870  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  Army, 
and  in  1875  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Trenton,  New 
Jersey.  For  some  years  he  was  with  John  A.  Roebling's 
Sons'  Company.  For  two  years  he  suffered  with  an  acute 
form  of  heart  disease,  and  by  medical  advice  sought  rest  from 
all  labor  and  care  at  the  Warm  Springs,  Virginia.  But  no 
relief  came,  and  he  passed  away  quietly  on  Friday,  August 
fe,  188G. 

"  It  is  impossible  for  his  personal  friends  and  army  com- 
rades who  met  him  for  ten  years  past  in  business  or  social  life 
every  day,  to  speak  of  this  genial  man  in  other  than  words 
of  merited  praise.     None  knew  him  who  did  not  admire  the 
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wise  counsels,  the  determined  spirit  he  exhibited  in  what- 
ever he  believed  to  be  right,  the  courteous  gentleman,  always 
the  friend  given  to  hospitality,  the  warm-hearted  advocate  of 
all  in  distress,  and  the  ardent  lover  of  all  who  fought  by  his 
side  in  the  Civil  conflict.  His  happy  fireside  filled  with 
domestic  love,  replete  with  all  that  is  refined  in  literary  and 
artistic  taste,  was  a  gathering  place  for  all  his  friends  who 
enjoyed  his  rare  conversational  talents,  his  graphic  stories  of 
scenes  in  which  he  had  been  an  actor,  the  sincere  hospitality 
of  his  generons  heart.  The  army  chieftain  whom  he  loved 
and  admired  so  deeply  had  but  just  passed  away,  and  now  we 
bid  farewell  to  his  own  model  staff  officer — a  true  soldier  in 
appearance,  in  every  act,  up  to  the  last  hour  of  his  life." 

Mr.  Garret  D.  W.  Vroom,  of  Trenton,  and  Prof.  Austin 
Scott,  of  New  Brunswick,  spoke  in  advocacy  of  the  recom- 
mendation in  relation  to  publishing  the  Archives  in  the  Sec- 
retary of  State's  office,  and  it  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Library  reported  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  respectfully  report  that  the 
additions  of  books  and  pamphlets  made  to  the  Society's  col- 
lections, since  its  meeting  in  May  last,  exceed  those  made 
during  any  two  former  consecutive  years.  These  additions 
consist  of  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-three  bound  volumes  and 
three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-one  pamphlets. 
Of  this  large  collection  of  books,  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one 
were  from  the  library  of  the  late  Hon.  William  Wright,  and 
were  presented  to  the  Society  by  Col.  Edward  Wright.  Of 
the  pamphlets,  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine 
were  presented  by  Rev.  Elijah  R.  Craven,  formerly  of  this 
city,  and  now  of  Philadelphia.  The  total  number  of  our 
books  is  thus  raised  to  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  an  addition  to  the  number  reported  a  year  ago 
of  twelve  hundred  and  ninety-five.  In  the  last  report  of  your 
Committee  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  additional 
shelves  were  then  needed  for  the  accommodation  of  at  least  one 
thousand  volumes,  which  were  at  that  time  almost  inaccessible, 
but  that  the  erection  of  such  shelving  was  then  thought  in- 
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advisable  in  view  of  the  near  prospect  of  possessing  a  building 
of  our  own.  The  postponement,  however,  of  this  enterprise 
compelled  your  Committee  to  erect  this  shelving,  of  which 
so  much  was  required  that  all  the  space  available  in  our 
rooms  for  that  purpose  is  now  occupied,  and  it  became  nec- 
essary to  make  use  of  almost  the  entire  floor  of  our  assembly 
room  for  arranging  our  last  accessions  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  render  them  of  any  service.  In  consequence  of  this  our 
meeting  at  Newark  in  May  next  must  be  held  in  some  public 
hall,  or  the  books  now  arranged  upon  our  floors  must  be 
thrown  once  more  in  heaps,  and  once  more  arranged  as  they 
now  are,  for  your  Committee  cannot  conscientiously  advise  the 
erection  of  additional  book-cases  or  even  of  temporary  shelving 
in  rooms  which  we  have  so  evidently  outgrown.  But  the 
narrowness  of  our  present  quarters  is  not  all  that  demands 
our  attention.  Our  books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts,  relics, 
and  paintings  should,  as  they  are  now  exposed,  make  misers 
of  us  all.  Their  destruction  through  lack  of  proper  safe- 
guards would  subject  us  to  the  well-merited  contempt  of  cm- 
con  temporaries,  and  give  our  memory  to  posterity  as  a  theme 
for  never-ending  obloquy.  Your  Committee  greeted  with 
delight  the  resolutions  of  the  Society,  at  its  last  annual  meet- 
ing, to  erect  for  its  use  a  fire-proof  building,  and  believed 
that  the  action  then  taken  would  ere  this  have  produced  some 
results.  Thus  far  no  very  decisive  action  has  been  taken, 
beyond  that  of  soliciting  subscriptions  for  the  erection  of  the 
building.  If  there  has  been  any  delay  it  has  not  been  due  to 
a  lack  of  spirit  or  of  interest  in  the  matter.  It  is  feared, 
however,  that  our  pressing  necessities  are  but  imperfectly 
understood,  and  that  further  delay  may  prove  injurious  to 
the  Society.  With  this  conviction  came  the  determination 
on  the  part  of  the  Committee  to  express  their  views  upon  the 
subject  in  the  form  of  a  resolution,  and,  thereupon,  the  fol- 
lowing was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Library  Committee,  from  their  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  the  increasing  needs  of  this  department  of  the  Society's  work, 
find  their  convictions  continuously  and  deeply  strengthened  of  the  im- 
perative necessity  that  exists  for  the  erection  of  a  spacious  fire-proof 
building  for  the  preservation  of  the  valuable  manuscripts,  pamphlets, 
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books  and  curiosities  entrusted  to  their  care.  The  loss  of  these  would  be 
almost,  if  not  absolutely,  irreparable,  and  the  deep  conviction  entertained 
by  your  Committee  of  the  necessity  of  such  a  building  for  the  present 
work  and  the  future  success  of  our  Society  is  the  ground  of.  our  urgency 
that  efficient  action  should  no  longer  be  delayed  in  this  important  matter. 

It  is  well  understood  that  the  Society,  at  its  last  annual 
meeting,  gave  to  its  officers  and  Executive  Committee  all  the 
power  necessary  to  undertake  and  complete  this  work.  Still 
it  might,  on  the  present  occasion,  take  such  further  measures 
as  wo  aid  enable  these  officers  to  proceed  in  the  matter  with 
the  least  possible  delay. 

Your  Committee  would  also  report  that  the  Society  has 
very  recently  become  the  possessor  of  an  admirable  portrait 
of  Captain  James  Lawrence,  the  hero  of  the  Chesapeake, 
and  the  author  of  the  well-known  cry  :  "  Don't  give  up  the 
ship."  This  valuable  painting  is  the  work  of  the  celebrated 
American  artist  Gilbert  Stuart,  and  was  bequeathed  to  the 
Society  by  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  Mrs.  Mary 
Lawrence  Bedmond,  grand-daughter  of  the  famous  hero. 
The  chapeau  and  coat  which  he  wore  during  the  gallant  sea- 
fight  between  the  Chesapeake  and  the  frigate  Shannon,  have 
been  for  many  years  in  the  possession  of  the  Society.  These 
were  the  gifts  of  his  late  widow,  in  recognition  of  the  fact 
that  he  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  With  similar  regard  for 
the  birth  place  of  her  grandfather,  the  grand-daughter  made 
this  bequest  to  our  Society. 

With  great  pleasure  your  Committee  also  report  that  to  its 
collection  of  paintings  have  been  further  added  the  portraits 
of  Captain  Levi  Holden  and  his  wife.  Soon  after  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill,  in  which  he  took  an  active  part,  Captain 
Holden  removed  to  Newark,  1ST.  J.,  where  he  engaged  in 
business,  and  where  ho  continued  to  reside  until  the  time  of 
his  death.  These  portraits  are  the  gift  of  his  grandson,  Mr. 
George  S.  Holden,  who  desired  to  place  them  whore  they 
would  be  carefully  preserved. 

It  is  proper  to  say  in  this  connection  that  in  addition  to  our 
collection  of  paintings  we  have  many  portraits  of  distinguished 
Jerseymen  produced  in  various  styles  of  art,  which  are  of 
much  historic  value,  and  which  would  add  greatly    to  the 
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attractions  of  our  rooms  could  they  be  properly  displayed. 
To  these  have  been  added  almost  daily,  during  the  last 
eighteen  months,  photographs  of  the  members  of  our  Society, 
which,  as  the  years  advance,  will  constantly  grow  in  interest 
and  value. 

The  President  announced  the  following 

STANDING  COMMITTEES— 1888  : 

Finance — L.  Spencer  Goble,  Theodore  Coe,  James  D. 
Orton,  John  W.  Taylor,  Charles  G.  Eockwood. 

Publications — S.  II.  Pennington,  M.  D.;  John  Hall,  D. 
D.,  George  A.  Halsey,  William  Nelson,  Austin  Scott,  Ph.  D. 

Library — Stephen  Wickes,  M.  D.,  Eobert  F.  Ballantine, 
Frederick  W.  Eicord,  Aaron  Lloyd,  George  A.  Halsey. 

Statistics— F.  Wolcott  Jackson,  Arthur  Ward,  M.  D., 
William  S.  Stryker,  John  H.  Stewart,  Ernest  E.  Coe. 

Nominations— L.  Spencer  Goble,  Garret  D.  W.  Vroom, 
Eev.  Allen  H.  Brown. 

Genealogy — Atlantic,  John  J.  Gardner,  Atlantic  City  ; 
Bergen,  William  M.  Johnson,  Hackensack ;  Burlington, 
Clifford  Stanley  Sims,  Mount  Holly;  Camden,  John  Clement, 
Haddonfield ;  Cumberland,  William  E.  Potter,  Bridgeton  ; 
Essex,  Daniel  T.  Clark,  South  Orange  ;  Hudson,  Charles  H. 
Winfield,  Jersey  City  ;  Hunterdon,  Eev.  George  S.  Mott,  D. 
D.,  Flemington  ;  Mercer,  William  S.  Stryker,  Trenton; 
Middlesex,  Cortlandt  L.  Parker,  Perth  Amboy ;  Monmouth, 
Eev.  Garret  S.  Schanck,  Marlboro ;  Morris,  Edmund  D. 
Halsey,  Morristown  ;  Ocean,  Edwin  Salter,  Freehold;  Pas- 
saic, William  Nelson,  Paterson  ;  Somerset,  A.  V,  D.  Honey- 
man,  Somerville  ;  Sussex,  Thomas  Lawrence,  Hamburgh  ; 
Union,  Henry  E.  Cannon,  M.  D.,  Elizabeth. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  recommended  the 
election  of  the  following  persons,  and  a  ballot  being  taken, 
they  were  elected  : 
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RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Elected    January    24th,    1888. 

Rev.  Cornelius  S.  Abbott,         .         _         _  Belleville. 

H.  H.  Isham,  _____        Elizabethport. 

Nelson  Jacobus,        _____  Newark. 

Col.  John  W.  Newell,  _  New  Brunswick. 

Mrs.  Emeline  G.  Pierson,        '  _  _  Elizabeth. 

E.  L.  Price,  _         _         _         _         _         _        Newark. 

Col.  Edward  E.  Sill,         _         _         _         _  Newark. 

James  E.  Hays,      ______       Camden. 

Van  Campen  Taylor,         _  Newark. 

Martin  B.  Monroe,       __'.-.  Morristown. 

Rev.  Dr.  Frazier,     _____  Newark. 

HONORARY  MEMBER. 

Henry  Thayer  Drows,  _         _         _  New  York. 

The  Committee  to  Nominate  Officers  recommended 
the  election  of  the  following,  who  were  thereupon  elected  : 

President — Samuel  M.  Hamill,  D.  D.,  Lawrenceville. 

Vice-Presidents — John  T.  Nixon,  LL.  D.,  Trenton  ; 
John  Clement,  Haddonfield ;  Samuel  H.  Pennington,  M.  D., 
Newark. 

Corresponding  Secretary — Stephen  Wickes,  M.  D., 
Orange. 

Recording  Secretary — William  Nelson,  Paterson. 

Treasurer    and    Librarian— Frederick     W.    Ricord, 

Newark.    . 

Executive  Committee— George  A.  Halsey,  Newark. 
Chairman  ;  Rev.   George  S.  Mott,  D.  D.,  Flemington  ;  John 

F.  Hageman,  Princeton  ;  David  A.  Depue,  Newark  ;  Nathan- 
iel Niles,  Madison;  John  I.  Blair,  Blairstown  ;  William  S. 
Stryker,  Trenton  ;  Franklin  Murphy,  Newark  ;  Robert  F. 
Ballantine,  Newark. 

Mr.  Vroom  moved  that  Gen.  William  S.  Stryker  be  elected 
a  member  of  the   Committee   on   Colonial   Documents,  to 
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succeed  the  late  Judge  and  ex-Governor  Joel  Parker.     Which 
was  agreed  to. 

Local  Historical  Societies  reported  as  follows  :  The  New 
Brunswick  Historical  Club,  by  the  Rev.  TV.  V.  V.  Mabon,  D. 
D.,  who  gave  a  report  of  the  work  done  during  the  past  year; 
papers  read,  etc.  The  Hunterdon  County  Historical  Society, 
by  the  Rev.  George  S.  Mott,  D.  D.,  who  stated  that  three 
interesting  papers  had  been  presented  during  the  year.  The 
Somerset  County  Historical  Society,  by  A.  V.  D.  Honeyman, 
Esq.,  who  gave  an  account  of  the  work  accomplished. 

Mr.  Van  Camped  Taylor,  architect,  submitted  plans 
which  he  had  prepared  for  the  proposed  new  building  of  the 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  on  its  lot  in  West  Park  street, 
Newark,  which  were  examined  with  much  interest  by  the 
members. 

Judge  Ricord  presented  a  communication  in  relation  to 
the  newly  organized  American  Folk-Lore  Society,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  with  power. 

Judge  Ricord  also  submitted  a  draft  of  a  bill  which  had 
been  prepared  at  his  request,  providing  that  fifty  copies  of  all 
legislative  documents  should  be  sent  by  the  State  to  this 
Society  for  distribution  among  other  Historical  Societies. 
The  matter  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee  consisting  of 
A.  V.  J).  Honeyman,  Esq.,  Gen.  James  F.  Rusling  and  G. 
D.  TV.  Vroom,  Esq. 

Dr.  WiCKES  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Historical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  appreciating  the 
patriotic  motives  which  prompt  the  citizens  of  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  in  their  efforts  to  restore  the  original  charter  spelling  of  the  name 
of  its  chief  town,  which  was  given  to  it  at  the  first  in  commemoration  of 
the  distinguished  Major-General  Nathaniel  Greene,  of  the  Revolution,  does 
hereby  commend  the  effort  now  making  by  them  to  restore  the  name  to 
Greenesburg  as  correct,  historic  and  honorably  significant. 

After  some  debate  by  Mr.  Aaron  Lloyd,  Dr.  Pennington, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Mott,  Mr.  Nelson,  General  Rusling  and  Mr. 
Vosseler,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 
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Dr.  Wickes  also  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Historical  Society  of  New  Jersey  cordially  unite  in 
the  desire  of  the  citizens  of  New  York  City  to  commemorate,  by  a  suitable 
centennial  celebration,  the  inaguration  of  George  Washington  on  April 
30,  1789,  as  the  first  President  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  this  Society  to 
confer  with  a  committee  of  citizens  of  New  York,  to  be  named  by  the 
Mayor,  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  to  constitute  a  general 
committee,  representing  all  classes  of  citizens,  to  take  charge  ot  the  pro- 
posed celebration. 

The  first  resolution  was  adopted.  The  second  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  appointed  in  May,  1886,  for  a  similar 
purpose. 

The  Society  then  listened  with  great  interest  to  a  paper 
by  A.  D.  Mellick,  Jr.,  of  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  entitled  "  The  Hes- 
sians in  New  Jersey — Just  a  Little  in  Their  Favor,"  which 
was  read  by  Judge  Ricord,  owing  to  the  inability  of  the 
author  to  be  present. 

Dr.  Pennington"  moved  the  thanks  of  the  Society  to  Mr. 
Mellick  for  his  excellent  paper,  and  that  a  copy  be  requested 
for  the  Archives  of  the  Society.  He  added  some  interesting 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  Hessians,  relating  an  incident 
that  he  had  heard  from  a  person  familiar  with  the  facts,  re- 
garding the  courtesy  of  Gen.  Reidesel,  the  Hessian  General, 
to  a  family  upon  whom  he  was  quartered  at  Spencer,  Mass., 
during  the  Revolution.  Dr.  Mott  related  some  experiences 
of  an  old  lady  at  Rahway  with  the  Hessians  on  a  raid  from 
Staten  Island  over  to  New  Jersey.  Gen.  Rusling  thought 
the  verdict  of  American  history  concerning  the  Hessians 
could  not  be  changed  at  this  late  day  by  the  citation  of  a 
comparatively  few  instances  of  the  gentlemanly  behavior  of 
the  officers  of  those  hireling  troops.  Dr.  Hamill  spoke  of 
the  excellent  character  of  the  German  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, many  of  whom  were  descendants  of  Hessian  soldiers 
brought  to  this  country.  Dr.  Pennington's  motion  was  then 
agreed  to. 

The  Society  then  adjourned. 
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TREASURER'S     REPORT 


GENERAL     STATEMENT. 
January  21,  1838. 

REAL    AND    PERSONAL  ESTATE. 

Park  Street  Property $  0,000  00 

Books  and  Furniture ...  10,000  00 

Total.. $19,000  00 

BARRON    FUND. 

In  American  Trust  Co $3,304  78 

Newark  Savings  Bank. _ _ _  39  64 
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The  Hessians  in  New  Jersey 


JUST  A  LITTLE   IN  THEIR   FAVOR 


BY  ANDREW  D.  MELLICK,  JR. 


Read  by  request  before  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  at 
Trenton,  January  %Uli,  1888 


The  Hessians  in  New  Jersey. 

Just  a  Little  In  Their  Favor. 


Far  away  from  a  railroad,  on  the  sunny  slope  of  a  Somer- 
set hill,  an  old  country  house,  with  low  eaves  and  thick 
stone  walls,  lies  back  from  the  meadows  that  border  the 
North  Branch  of  the  Earitan  River,  just  where  Peapack 
Brook  loses  itself  in  that  stream.  This  sturdy  homestead 
has  a  wealth  of  old-fashioned  accessories,  and  its  surround- 
ings are  in  perfect  keeping  with  its  happy  expressions  of 
utilitarian  simplicity  and  homely  picturesqueness.  The 
short,  rich  turf  of  its  facing  dooryard  is  shaded  by 
contemplative  elms,  and  studded  with  tall  bulbous  bushes 
of  box  and  roses  of  Sharon.  At  its  eastern  gable,  in  an 
ancient  garden,  bloom  hereditary  lilies,  sweet  peas,  and 
many  colored  asters.  The  little  windows  that  pierce  the 
western  gable,  look  out  on  a  colony  of  barns,  hay-mows 
and  straw-ricks;  while  still  beyond,  an  old  orchard  flanks 
the  highway,  which  creeps  up  a  long  hill  until  it  disappears 
over  its  crest,  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  more,  away. 

This  ancestral  dwelling  was  built  by  the  writer's  great 
greatgrandfather,  Johannes  Moelich,  in  the  year  1752.  At 
that  time  the  forests  buried  the  Bcdminster  hills  and  valleys 
in  vast  undulations  of  leafy  verdure,  and  much  of  the 
country  lay  in  a  broad  and  almost  unbroken  extent  of 
fertile  waste,  with  but  few  traces  of  human  habitation 
discernible.  Population  had  been  slow  in  penetrating  this 
township,  and  its  primeval  mantle  of  continuous  green  was 
interrupted  by  but  a  few  houses  clustering  as  the  embryo 
villages  of   Pluckamin  and  Laming! on,   while  an  occasional 
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interval,  open  to  the  sun,  marked  the  germ  of  a  future 
farm.  The  founder  of  this  homestead  emigrated  in  the  year 
1735,  from  Bendorf,  Germany,  a  town  of  gray  antiquity, 
located  a  few  miles  below  Coblentz,  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Rhine;  a  point  where  the  storied  beauty  of  that  river  is 
richest  in  hillsides  terraced  with  vineyards,  in  bold  declivi- 
ties stored  with  legends,  and  in  charming  valleys,  filled  with 
the  romance  of  the  middle  ages. 

At  the  outset  of  the  Revolution  Johannes  Moelich  had 
died,  and  the  head  of  the  family  in  the  Stone  House  was  his 
eldest  son,  Aaron,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  in  1725.  He 
was  beyond  the  age  required  for  service  in  the  militia,  but 
was  an  earnest  patriot,  and  an  active  member  of  the  Bed- 
minster  Committee  of  Observation  and  Inspection.  Johannes- 
second  son,  Andrew,  enlisted  on  the  memorable  day  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  eventually  rose  to  the 
command  of  a  company  in  the  First  Sussex  Regiment; 
Aaron's  eldest  son,  John,  carried  a  musket,  under  Lord 
Stirling,  in  the  battle  of  Long  Island,  and,  being  captured 
by  the  British,  spent  many  weary  months  in  one  of  the  New 
York  Sugar  Houses. 

Since  reaching  America  the  members  of  the  family  had 
continually  corresponded  with  relatives  and  friends  in  the 
old  country.  From  their  letters  they  had  learned  that,  some 
time  previous  to  1745,  Bendorf  had  been  transferred  from 
the  sovereignty  of  its  former  owners  to  that  of  the  Margrave 
of  Anspach.  At  that  time  Germany  was  a  most  extraordi- 
nary patchwork  of  large  and  small  governments,  including 
Electorates,  Duchies,  Bishoprics,  Free  cities,  estates  of  Imper- 
ial Knights  and  dominions  of  Land-graves  and  Princes. 
Many  of  the  petty  German  rulers  governed  with  despotic 
power  dominions  that  were  often  no  larger  than  one  of  our 
own  counties,  and  frequently  their  territorial  possessions 
were  at  detached  distances.  The  County  of  Sayn-Alten- 
kirchen  comprised  the  districts  of  Altenkirchen,  Freusburg, 
Fried ewald  and  Bendorf.  Late  in  the  Seventeenth  Century 
this  territory  was  the  personal  estate  of  Johannetta,  wife  of 
the  Duke  Joh.  George  I,  of  Sachsen-Eisenach.     By  her  will 
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of  the  thirtieth  of  November,  1685,  it  was  to  descend,  under 
the  rule  of  primogeniture,  in  the  line  of  her  eldest  son.  In 
1741,  the  male  line  having  become  extinct,  it  passed  to  the 
descendants  of  her  daughter,  Eleanora  Sophie,  wife  of  the 
Margrave  Johann  Friedrich  of  Brandenburg-Anspach,  and 
consequently  fell  to  her  grandson,  the  Margrave  Karl  Wil- 
helm  Friedrich,  of  Anspach,  who  reigned  from  1729  to  1757. 
If  the  people  of  the  Bedminster  household  knew  any  tiling  of 
the  character  of  the  new  owner  of  Bendorf,  they  could  well 
appreciate  that  they  had  good  cause  for  thankfulness  at 
heing  citizens  of  free  America,  rather  than  the  subjects  of  a 
ruler  who  was  entirely  without  sympathy  for  the  rights  and 
wrongs  of  his  people;  a  prince  who  himself  was  governed  by 
impulse  and  prejudice,  rather  than  by  a  knowledge  of  justice, 
and  the  desire  to  deal  fairly  with  those  whom  the  chance  of 
birth  and  circumstances  had  placed  in  his  power.  Like  all 
men  controlled  by  their  impulses,  he  could,  at  times,  be 
generosity  itself;  but  when  the  Margrave  was  in  a  bad 
temper,  and  his  judgment  distorted  by  passion,  his  cruelties 
were  apt  to  be  of  the  most  atrocious  character.  At  such  a 
time,  woe  betide  the  noble,  burgher  or  peasant  upon  whom 
he  set  his  malignant  eye  in  anger.  But  it  is  not  the  purpose 
of  this  paper  to  recount  the  numerous  instances  that  might 
be  given  of  the  severities  and  excesses  of  this  prince,  though 
many  pages  could  be  filled  with  tales  of  the  idios}'ncrasies 
and  crimes  that  marked  the  career  of  this  erratic  ruler. 

On  that  cold  day  after  Christmas,  in  1776,  when  the  story 
of  the  Battle  of  Trenton  went  flying  from  hamlet  to  farm, 
over  the  hills  and  valleys  of  Somerset,  the  startling  news  was 
a  matter  of  peculiar  interest  to  the  members  of  the  family  at 
the  "Old  Stone  House."  Their  rejoicing  over  the  victory  of 
the  Americans  was  tempered  somewhat  by  the  knowledge 
that  the  vanquished  were  Germans,  and  that  some  of  them 
with  but  little  doubt,  had  been  the  fellow-townsmen,  in  (he 
old  country,  of  the  head  of  the  household.  At  (he  time  o\' 
the  rupture  between  the  colonies  and  the  home  government 
the  prince  over  Anspach,  and  consequently  over  Bendorf. 
was  Charles  Alexander,  the  son  of  the  murdering   Margrave. 
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He  it  was  who,  when  George  III.  applied  to  the  princes  of 
Germany  for  troops  to  aid  him  in  subduing  his  revolted 
American  subjects,  supplied  the  English  government  with 
three  regiments,  aggregating  2,353  men,  for  which  he 
received  over  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Among  the 
enemy  captured  at  Trenton  was  a  portion  of  one  of  these 
regiments,  and  its  flag  taken  on  that  day  was  deposited  in  the 
Museum  at  Alexandria,  Virginia.  When  this  Museum  build- 
ing was  burned  a  few  years  ago,  the  flag  was  destroyed , 
together  with  that  of  Washington's  life  guard,  and  other 
interesting  relics  placed  there  by  Mr.  G.  W.  P.  Custis.  It 
was  the  custom  for  German  Princes,  in  filling  the  ranks  of 
battalions  intended  to  be  bartered  to  foreign  governments,  to 
secure  recruits,  when  possible,  from  their  out-lying  posses- 
sions rather  than  from  the  home  dominions  ;  it  is  fair  to 
presume,  then,  that  Bendorf  was  obliged  to  furnish  its  full 
quota  to  the  forces  destined  for  America.  Aaron  was  prob- 
ably well  informed  of  these  facts  by  his  correspondents 
abroad,  and,  though  the  news  of  the  aifair  at  Trenton  may 
have  added  much  to  the  happiness  of  the  holiday  season,  yet, 
he  would  have  been  quite  wanting  in  sensibility  had  he  re- 
flected without  concern  upon  the  possibility  of  there  being 
among  the  unfortunates,  who  had  been  killed,  wounded,  or 
captured,  men  who  in  their  youth  had  been  his  playmates  on 
the  streets  of  his  native  town. 

When  the  British  ministers  found  that  an  American  reve- 
nue could  only  be  collected  by  force  of  arms,  they  had  but 
little  difficulty  in  finding  German  rulers  who  were  willing  to 
sacrifice  their  troops  in  a  quarrel  that  did  not  concern  them, 
provided  they  were  well  enough  paid.  Duke  Earnest,  the 
prince  ruling  Saxe-Gotha  and  Altenburg,  though  a  relative  of 
England's  King,  declined  peremptorily  the  offer  of  the 
British  ministers  for  troops.  Bancroft  states  that  when 
England  applied  to  Frederick  Augustus  of  Saxony,  he 
promptly  answered  through  his  minister,  that  "the  thought 
of  sending  a  part  of  his  army  to  the  remote  countries  of  the 
New  World  touched  too  nearly  his  paternal  tenderness  for 
his  subjects,  and  seemed  to  be  too  much  in  contrast  with  the 
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rales  of  healthy  policy."  Charles  Augustus  of  Saxe-Weimar 
refused  to  permit  any  of  his  subjects  to  recruit  for  service  in 
America  except  vagabonds  and  convicts.  This  ruler,  who 
was  but  nineteen  years  old,  was  doubtless  influenced  by  the 
broad  and  generous  spirit  animating  the  counsels  of  his  min- 
ister, Goethe.  Frederick  the  Great,  also,  to  his  credit  be  it 
said,  condemned  the  practice  of  putting  armies  in  the 
market,  but  other  princes  were  only  too  glad  to  swell  their 
treasuries  at  the  cost  of  the  loss  of  a  few  subjects.  From 
Edward  K.  Lowell's  valuable  work  on  the  Hessians  in  the 
Eevolution,  we  learn  that  the  English  Government  secured 
soldiers  from  five  German  rulers,  besides  that  of  Anspach- 
Beyreuth.  Frederic  II.,  Landgrave  of  Hesse-Cassel,  furn- 
ished 16,992,  of  which  10,492  returned  home  after  the  war. 
From  Charles  I.,  Duke  of  Brunswick,  were  obtained  5,723, 
of  which  returned,  2,708.  William,  Count  of  Hesse-Hanau, 
2,422;  returned,  1,441.  Frederic,  Prince  of  Waldeck,  1,225; 
returned,  505.  Frederic  Augustus,  Prince  of  Anhalt-Zerbst, 
1,152;  returned,  984.  Of  the  troops  furnished  by  the  Mar- 
grave who  owned  Bendorf  less  than  one-half  again  saw  Ger- 
many. Jones,  the  Tory  historian,  avers  that  the  British 
ministry  stipulated  to  pay  the  German  Princes  ten  pounds 
for  each  man  that  did  not  return  home  at  the  close  of  the 
war;  for  each  wounded  soldier,  however  slight  the  injury, 
five  pounds  were  to  be  paid.  Commandants  were  careful  to 
report  even  the  scratch  of  a  finger,  consequently,  in  1786, 
when  the  bills  came  in  from  the  German  Powers,  the  English 
were  obliged  to  pay  four  hundred  and  seventy-one  thousand 
pounds,  in  settlement.  Mr.  Karl  Schnizlein,  Koyal  Bavarian 
Director  of  the  General  Court  of  Justice,  and  Secretary  of 
the  Historical  Society  for  Mittelfranken,  Germany — in  a  let- 
ter dated  the  twenty-eighth  of  September,  1887 — assures  me 
thrt  the  treaty  between  the  British  Government  and  the 
Margrave  Charles  Alexander,  of  Anspach,  differed  very  mate* 
rially  from  those  made  with  the  other  German  Princes.  This 
was  especially  so  as  to— as  he  expresses  it — "paying  pre- 
miums for  perished  soldiers."  Furthermore,  that  the  money 
allowed  for  the  Anspachian-Beyreuthian  troops  by  the  Brit- 
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ish  ministry  was  not  to  the  personal  advantage  of  the  Mar- 
grave, but  was  paid  into  the  treasury  and  used  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Country.  Mr.  Schniz- 
lein,  in  his  letter,  also  states  that  while  he  does  not  know  of 
any  archives  from  which  information  can  be  obtained  re- 
garding enlistments  in  the  troops  that  went  to  America,  it  is 
probable  that  among  the  subsidiary  forces  of  the  Margrave 
there  were  men  liable  to  serve  as  soldiers  from  the  Margrav- 
iate  of  Sayn-Altenkirchen,  (Bendorf). 

It  is  quite  time  that  the  name  of  the  German  auxiliaries  of 
the  Euglish  army  in  America,  was  severed  from  the  odium 
attached  to  it  for  over  a  century  past.  Most  of  the  barbari- 
ties and  cruelties  practiced  upon  the  citizens  of  New  Jersey, 
by  the  entire  British  forces,  have  been  charged  against  the 
so-called  "Hessian''  troops,  and  it  is  only  within  a  few 
years  that  some  disposition  has  been  shown  to  deal  justly 
with  the  record  of  the  conduct  of  the  German  soldiery. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  the  writer  is  descended  from  an 
ancestry  whose  place  of  nativity  presumably  furnished  men 
to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  so-called  Mercenaries,  it  may  fairly 
be  considered  within  his  province  to  attempt  a  few  words  in 
vindication  of  the  memory  of  these  over-maligned  Hessians. 
Such  an  effort  will  not  have  been  made  in  vain  if  the  presen- 
tation of  the  following  impressions  and  facts  shall  tend,  even 
in  a  small  degree,  to  relieve  these  people  from  a  long-stand- 
ing and  unmerited  obloquy. 

Hessians  !  how  they  have  been  hated  by  the  Jersey  people  ! 
The  very  name  is  still  spoken  by  many  with  a  prolonged 
hiss-s.  For  generations  the  word  has  been  used  even  as  a 
bug-a-boo  with  which  to  frighten  children,  and  by  the  imper- 
fectly read,  the  German  troops  have  been  stigmatized  as 
"Dutch  Robbers  !"  "  Blood-thirsty  Marauders  !"  and  "For- 
eign Mercenaries!"  Why  blame  these  tools?  While  many 
of  them  were  not  saints,  neither  were  they  the  miscreants  and 
incendiaries  bent  on  excursions  of  destruction  and  rapine 
that  the  traditions  fostered  by  prejudiced  historians  would 
have  us  believe.  Many  of  these  Germans  were  kindly  souls, 
and   probably  the   best-abused   people  of   the   time.      Indi- 
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vidually  they  were  not  mercenaries,  and  a  majority  of  the 
rank  and  file,  without  doubt,  objected  as  strongly  to  being  on 
American  soil,  fighting  against  liberty,  as  did  their  opponents 
to  have  them  here.  Some  idea  may  be  obtained  of  their 
repugnance  to  coming  to  this  country,  from  Schiller's  protest 
against  the  custom  of  his  countrymen's  being  sent  across  the 
seas  in  exchange  for  the  gold  of  foreign  governments.  He 
tells  how,  on  one  occasion,  upon  orders  being  published 
directing  a  regiment  to  embark  for  the  colonies,  some  pri- 
vates, stepping  out  of  the  ranks,  protested  against  crossing 
the  ocean,  and  demanded  of  their  Colonel  for  how  much  a 
yoke  the  Prince  sold  men.  Whereupon  the  regiment  was 
inarched  upon  the  parade  ground,  and  the  malcontents  there 
shot.  To  quote  Schiller  :  "  We  heard  the  crack  of  the  rifles, 
as  their  brains  spattered  the  pavement,  and  the  whole  army 
shouted,   '  Hurrah  for  America  ! '  " 

Germany's  despotic  princes  justified  their  human  traffic 
with  the  specious  plea  that  it  is  a  good  soldier's  duty  to  fight 
when  his  country  requires  his  services — that  whether  it  is 
against  an  enemy  of  his  own  government,  or  that  of  another, 
should  not  be  considered,  or  enter  into  his  conception  of 
allegiance.  They  argued  that  there  is  no  boon  so  great  as  a 
full  treasury,  and  when  a  subject  contributed,  by  enlistment, 
to  that  end,  he  was  fulfilling  the  highest  duty  of  citizenship. 
Their  people,  unfortunately,  did  not  respond  to  such  views  of 
patriotism;  consequently  in  securing  recruits,  the  most  severe 
measures  were  necessary.  Impressing  was  a  favorite  means  of 
filling  the  regimental  ranks  ;  strangers  as  well  as  citizens  were 
in  danger  of  being  arrested,  imprisoned,  and  sent  off  before 
their  friends  could  learn  of  their  jeopardy,  and  no  one  was 
safe  from  the  grip  of  the  recruiting  officer.  This  is  illustrated 
by  an  interesting  account  given  by  Johann  Godfried  Leume, 
a  Leipsic  student,  who  was  kidnapped  while  traveling,  forced 
into  the  ranks  of  a  moving  regiment,  and  dispatched  to 
America  to  fight  England's  battles.  As  every  conceivable 
method  of  escape  was  devised  by  conscripts,  desertions  were 
punished  with  great  severity,  though,  as  a  rule,  not  with 
death,  as  the  princes  found  that  their  private  soldiers  had  too 
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high  a  monetary  value  in  European  markets  to  be  sacrificed 
by  the  extreme  penalty.  In  many  principalities  the  laws 
obliged  the  towns  and  villages  in  which  soldiers  escaped  to 
supply  substitutes  from  among  the  sons  of  their  most  promi- 
nent citizens,  and  any  one  aiding  a  fugitive  was  imprisoned  at 
hard  labor  and  deprived  of  his  civil  rights.  Bancroft  avers 
that  the  heartless  meanness  of  the  Brunswick  princes  would 
pass  belief  if  it  was  not  officially  authenticated.  On  learning 
of  Burgoyne's  surrender,  they  begged  that  their  captured 
men  might  be  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  rather  than  home, 
fearing  that  on  reaching  Germany  their  complaints  would 
prove  a  damage  to  the  government  trade  in  soldiers.  Not- 
withstanding the  severe  penalties  visited  on  deserters,  when 
the  Anhalt-Zerbst  regiments — 1228  strong — on  their  way  to 
embark,  passed  near  the  Prussian  frontier,  over  300  deserted 
in  ten  days.  In  1777,  when  the  Margrave  of  Anspach-Bey- 
reuth  wished  to  forward  some  recruits  to  America,  he  was 
obliged  to  march  the  detachment  unarmed  to  the  point  of 
embarkation  on  the  Main,  and  while  on  the  way  the  recruits 
were  guarded  by  a  trusted  troop  of  yagers.  In  spite  of  these 
precautions  many  escaped,  and  several  were  shot  while  making 
the  endeavor. 

The  late  Freiderich  Kapp  has  contributed  greatly  to  our 
knowledge  of  Hessian  and  Anspach  soldiery.  In  regard  to  re- 
cruiting, he  informs  us  that  an  officer  in  charge  of  a  detach- 
ment of  newly-enlisted  men,  was  directed,  when  on  the  march 
in  the  old  country,  to  avoid  large  towns,  also  the  vicinity  of 
the  place  where  any  of  the  recruits  had  lived,  or  been  formerly 
stationed.  So  great  precautions  were  considered  necessary 
to  prevent  escape,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  an  officer,  when 
billeting  at  night  with  strangers,  to  room  with  his  men,  and, 
after  undressing,  to  deliver  his  weapons  and  the  clothing  of 
the  entire  party  to  the  landlord  or  host.  In  the  morning  the 
men's  clothing  was  not  to  be  brought  in  until  the  officer  was 
completely  dressed  and  he  had  loaded  and  primed  his  pistols. 
While  en  route  should  a  recruit  grow  restive  or  show  signs  of 
insubordination,  the  instructions  were  to  cut  the  buttons 
and  straps  from  his  trousers,  forcing  him  to  hold  them  up  in 
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walking,  and  thus  rendering  flight  impossible.  Lieutenant 
Thomas  Anburey,  a  British  officer  captured  with  Burgoyne, 
in  a  book  descriptive  of  his  experiences  in  America,  has 
much  to  tell  regarding  the  Hessian  contingent  of  the  North- 
ern Army.  We  may  suppose  that  his  following  recital  as  to 
the  manner  of  foreign  enlistments  was  based  on  information 
gained  from  German  officers.  "  The  Prince  caused  every 
place  of  worship  to  be  surrounded  during  service,  and  took 
every  man  who  had  been  a  soldier,  and  to  embody  these  into 
regiments  he  appointed  old  officers,  who  had  been  many 
years  upon  half-pay,  to  command  them,  or,  on  refusal  of 
serving,  to  forfeit  their  half-pay.  Thus  were  these  regiments 
raised,  officered  with  old  veterans,  who  had  served  with 
credit  and  reputation  in  their  youthful  days,  and  who  had 
retired,  as  they  imagined,  to  enjoy  some  comfort  in  the 
decline  of  life."  This  American  service  was  especially 
objectionable  to  the  Germans,  because  of  the  knowledge  that 
our  country  was  the  home  of  many  of  their  nationaitly.  They 
did  not  wish  to  fight  friends.  Nor  were  their  fears  ground- 
less, for,  in  their  first  engagement  after  landing — the  Battle 
of  Long  Island — among  the  troops  commanded  by  Lord 
Stirling,  opposed  to  the  Hessians,  were  three  battalions 
mostly  composed  of  Pennsylvania  Germans.  They  were  well 
uniformed  and  equipped,  and  looked  so  much  like  the 
Mercenaries  that,  at  one  time,  the  English  thought  them  to 
be  Hessians,  which  error  cost  the  British  a  colonel  and  eighty 
privates.  This  was  not  the  first  time  that  princely  avarice 
had  been  the  means  of  causing  men  from  the  valleys  of  the 
Rhine  and  its  tributaries  to  contend  with  each  other.  Lowell 
recounts  that  in  1743,  Hessians  stood  against  Hessians,  six 
thousand  men  serving  in  the  army  of  King  George  II  and  six 
thousand  in  the  opposing  force  of  Emperor  Charles  VII. 

When  the  news  of  the  capture  of  the  Hessians  at  Trenton 
spread  through  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  the  inhabi- 
tants thronged  from  every  direction  to  view  these  beings  that 
they  had  been  led  to  believe  were  monsters;  they  were  much 
astonished  to  find  them  like  ordinary  men  of  German  ex- 
traction.     The  people  were  filled  with  wonder,  however,  at 
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their  strangely  martial  appearance;  their  officers,  with  em- 
broidered coats  and  stiff  carriage,  were  in  strong  contrast  to 
the  easy-going  commanders  of  the  Continental  forces,  while 
the  men  in  their  dress  and  accoutrements  presented  a  very 
different  appearance  from  that  of  the  generally  poorly  clad 
and  equipped  soldiers  of  the  young  Kepublic.  This  was 
especially  true  of  the  grenadiers.  They  wore  yery  long- 
skirted  blue  coats  which  looked  fine  on  parade,  but  were  ill- 
calculated  for  rapid  marching;  a  yellow  waistcoat  extended 
below  the  hips,  and  yellow  breeches  were  met  at  the  knee  by 
black  gaiters.  A  thick  paste  of  tallow  and  flour  covered  the 
hair,  which  was  drawn  tightly  back  and  plaited  into  a  tail 
which  hung  nearly  to  the  waist.  Their  mustaches  were 
fiercely  stiffened  with  black  paste,  while  aboye  all  towered  a 
heavy  brass-fronted,  cap.  When  in  full  marchiug  order  they 
must  needs  haye  had  stout  legs  and  broad  backs  to  have  sus- 
tained the  weight  they  were  forced  to  carry;  in  addition  to 
cumbersome  belts,  a  cartouche  box  and  a  heavy  gun,  each 
man's  equipment  included  sixty  rounds  of  ammunition,  an 
enormous  sword,  a  canteen  holding  a  gallon,  a  knapsack, 
blanket,  haversack,  hatchet,  and  his  proportion  of  tent 
equi])age. 

These  Trenton  captives  were  sent  over  the  Delaware  into 
Pennsylvania  and  quartered  at  Newtown.  Lord  Stirling,  who 
was  there,  received  the  officers  with  much  consideration,  say- 
ing, "Your  General  De  Heister  treated  me  like  a  brother 
when  I  was  a  prisoner "  (after  the  battle  of  Long  Island). 
"And  so,  gentlemen,  will  you  be  treated  by  me."  Corporal 
Johannes  Eeuber,  one  of  the  captives,  writes  in  his  journal, 
that  in  passing  through  the  towns  and  villages  the  Germans 
were  upbraided  and  treated  with  contumely  by  the  populace, 
which  continued  until  Washington  caused  notices  to  be  posted 
throughout  the  vicinity,  saying  that  the  Hessians  had  been 
compelled  to  become  combatants,  and  should  be  treated  with 
kindness  and  not  with  enmity.  The  prisoners  were  very 
grateful  to  Washington  for  being  allowed  to  retain  their  bag- 
gage, and  for  their  generally  kind  treatment.     In  their  grati- 


THE   HESSIANS   IK   NEW   JERSEY.  33 

tude  for  conduct  so  opposed  to  what  they  had  expected,  they 
called  their  illustrious  conqueror  "  a  very  good  rebel." 

General  De  Heister,  referred  to  by  Lord  Stirling,  was  an 
old  man,  who,  after  fifty  years  of  service,  yielded  to  the 
earnest  entreaty  of  his  personal  friend,  the  Landgrave  of 
Hesse-Cassel,  and  consented  to  command  the  eighty-seven 
hundred  Hessians  who  came  to  America  to  join  Howe's  army. 
During  the  prolonged  voyage  the  old  gentleman  exhausted 
his  whole  stock  of  tobacco  and  patience.  From  his  transport 
he  thus  wrote  to  Sir  George  Collier  of  H.  M.  S.  Rainbow, 
who  commanded  the  convoying  war-ships  :  st I  have  been  im- 
posed on  and  deceived,  for  I  was  assured  the  voyage  would 
not  exceed  six  or  seven  weeks  ;  it  is  now  more  than  fourteen 
since  I  embarked,  and  full  three  months  since  I  left  England, 
yet  I  see  no  more  prospect  of  landing  than  I  did  a  week  after 
our  sailing.  I  am  an  old  man,  covered  with  wounds,  and 
imbecilitated  by  age  and  fatigues,  and  it  is  impossible  I  should 
survive  if  the  voyage  continues  much  longer."  Sir  George 
visited  the  veteran  on  his  ship  and  raised  his  spirits  by  plenti- 
fully supplying  him  with  fresh  provisions  and  tobacco,  and 
by  assuring  him  that  the  voyage  would  soon  terminate.  The 
old  German  called  upon  his  band  to  play,  brought  out  some 
old  hock,  and  Sir  George  left  him  quite  exhiliarated  after 
drinking  in  many  potations  the  health  of  the  King,  the  Land- 
grave, and  of  many  other  friends. 

Of  the  German  officers,  Revolutionary  literature  teems  with 
testimony  as  to  their  courtesy  and  good  breeding,  and  numer- 
ous instances  could  be  cited  going  to  show  that  they  often 
endeared  themselves  to  the  people  that  they  were  here  osten- 
sibly to  subdue.  Among  those  of  leading  rank,  De  Heister, 
Riedesel,  Donop  and  Knyphausen  left  on  the  communities 
most  agreeable  impressions.  The  latter  was  a  man  o\'  honor, 
possessed  a  most  kindly  nature,  and  while  stationed  in  Phila- 
delphia won  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  citizens.  In 
appearance  he  was  rather  distinguished,  erect  and  slender  in 
figure,  with  sharp  martial  features.  He  was  very  polite, 
bowing  to  all  respectable  persons  met  on  the  street,  and  was 
fair  and  honorable  in  his  dealings.     In  May,  1782,  when  this 
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General,  in  company  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  embarked  from 
New  York  for  England,  a  diarist  of  that  time  recites : 
"  General  Knyphansen  has  the  good  wishes  of  all  people,  but 
Sir  Henry  leaves  a  poor  character  behind  him."  Bancroft 
characterizes  Eiedcsel  as  a  man  of  honor  and  activity  ;  and 
the  same  historian  speaks  of  Do  Heister  as  a  brave  old  man, 
cheerful  in  disposition,  good-natnred,  bluntly  honest  and 
upright.  Colonel  Donop  it  was  who  fell  in  the  glacis  of  Fort 
Mercer,  amid  the  great  slaughter  which  the  gallant  but  rash 
charge,  led  by  him,  had  ensured.  Colonel  Greene,  who  dis- 
played much  bravery  in  repulsing  the  enemy,  was  most 
humane  in  his  treatment  of  the  wounded  that  his  cannon 
balls  and  grape  shot  had  left  piled  in  front  of  the  fortifica- 
tion's double  abattis.  Among  Colonel  Donop's  last  words, 
before  his  death,  which  occurred  a  few  days  after  the  action, 
were:  i(I  fall  a  victim  to  my  own  ambition,  and  to  the 
avarice  of  mv  Prince  ;  but  full  of  thankfulness  for  the  2'ood 
treatment  I  have  received  from  my  generous  enemy." 

As  to  the  Hessian  officers  of  lesser  rank,  equally  good 
tidings  have  come  down  to  us.  Mr.  De  Lancey,  in  his  paper 
on  Mount  Washington  and  its  capture,  published  in  the  first 
volume  of  the  Magazine  of  American  History,  avers  that  the 
Hessian  officers  in  America  were  polite,  courteous,  and 
almost  without  exception  well  educated ;  he  recites  that,  as 
far  as  birth  was  concerned,  the  English  officers  of  Howe's 
army  were  much  inferior  in  social  rank  to  those  of  the  Ger- 
mans. Any  rich  Englishman  could  make  his  boy  a  gentle- 
man by  buying  him  a  commission,  but  in  Germany  it  was 
necessary  for  a  youth  to  be  one  by  birth  if  he  aspired  to  be  an 
officer.  When  the  British  army,  in  1770,  occupied  Manhattan 
Island,  the  troops  were  to  a  large  extent  billeted  on  the  citi- 
zens. Mrs.  Martha  J.  Lamb  recounts  in  her  interesting 
History  of  the  City  of  New  York,  that  Mrs.  Thomas  Clark, 
a  widow  lady,  owned  and  occupied  with  her  daughters  an 
attractive  country  seat  near  Twenty-fifth  street  and  Tenth 
avenue.  She  was  greatly  distressed  because  of  a  party  of 
Hessians  being  quartered  on  her  property.  Like  every  one 
else  at  that  time,  she  supposed  them  to  be  iniquitous  persons, 
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who  would  visit  upon  her  family  all  manner  of  indignities. 
To  Mrs.  Clark's  great  relief,  she  found  her  apprehensions 
groundless.  Nothing  was  disturbed,  and  the  commanding 
officer  proved  not  only  to  be  a  gentleman,  but  so  considerate 
and  agreeable  that  he  became  a  favorite  both  with  herself  and 
her  daughters.  Early  in  the  war  experiences  of  a  like  char- 
acter were  frequent.  Mrs.  Ellet,  in  her  "  Domestic  His- 
tory/* tells  that  after  Howe's  army  had  advanced  into  West- 
chester county,  a  Mrs.  Captain  Whetten,  living  near  New 
Eochelle,  noticed  one  day  that  a  black  flag  had  been  set  up 
near  her  house.  Upon  asking  an  English  officer  its  meaning, 
she  was  much  distressed  by  his  replying,  "  Heaven  help  you, 
madam,  a  Hessian  camp  is  to  be  established  here."  Her  fears 
were  unnecessary,  as,  when  the  Germans  arrived,  good  feeling- 
soon  existed  between  them  and  the  family.  One  of  the  offi- 
cers was  quartered  in  the  house  ;  when  night  came  Mrs. 
Whetten  was  about  sending  to  some  distance  for  clean  sheets 
for  his  bed,  when  he  protested  against  her  inconveniencing 
herself  on  his  account,  saying:  "Do  not  trouble  yourself, 
madam  ;  straw  is  good  enough  for  a  soldier." 

Graydon,  in  his  Memoirs,  gives  an  account  of  his  spending 
the  winter  of  1778  in  Reading,  Pennsylvania.  There  were 
there  a  number  of  officers,  prisoners  on  parole  ;  among  them 
several  Germans  "who,"  to  quote  the  author's  words,  "had 
really  the  appearance  of  being  what  you  would  call  downright 
men.  One  old  gentleman,  a  Colonel,  was  a  great  professional 
reader,  whom  on  his  application  J  accommodated  with  books 
such  as  I  had.  Another  of  them,  a  very  portly  personage, 
was  enthusiastically  devoted  to  music,  in  which  he  was  so 
much  absorbed  as  to  seldom  go  abroad.  But  of  all  the 
prisoners,  one  Graff,  a  Brunswick  officer,  taken  by  General 
Gates'  army,  was  admitted  to  the  greatest  privileges.  Under 
the  patronage  of  Dr.  Potts,  who  had  been  principal  surgeon 
in  the  Northern  Department,  he  had  been  introduced  to  our 
dancing  parties,  and  being  always  afterward  invited,  he  never 
failed  to  attend.  He  was  a  young  man  of  mild  ami  ]  leasing 
manners.  There  was  also  a  Mr.  Stulzoc,  of  the  Brunswick 
Dragoons,  than  whose,  I  have  seldom  seen  a  figure  more  mar- 


36  THE   HESSIAN'S   Itf   HEW  JERSEY. 

tial,   or  a  manner  more  indicative  of  that  manly  openness 
which  is  supposed  to  belong  to  the  character  of  a  soldier." 

It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  just  how  so  deep  seated  an 
aversion  to  the  Hessians  first  became  planted  in  the  minds  of 
the  people,  particularly  in  those  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey.  It  could  not  have  been  because  of  their  nationality, 
as,  among  the  populations  of  those  States  were  many  Germans, 
who  had  always  been  appreciated  as  a  worthy  folk,  quiet 
rather  than  bellicose  in  character.  Yet,  for  some  mysterious 
reason,  these  Rhenish  soldiers  were  looked  upon  with  great 
dread  by  the  inhabitants,  especially  by  those  who  knew  the 
least  of  them.  The  terror  they  inspired  was  often  dissipated 
by  a  better  acquaintance,  as  the  private  soldiers,  as  a  rule, 
were  found  to  be — with,  of  course,  individual  exceptions — 
simple  minded  souls  and  more  afraid  of  their  officers  than  of 
anything  else.  Mr.  Onderdonk,  in  his  "  Revolutionary 
Incidents,"  speaks  of  them  as  "a  kind,  peaceable  people, 
inveterately  fond  of  smoking  and  of  pea  coffee  ;  their  offences 
were  of  the  sly  kind,  such  as  stealing  at  night,  while  the 
British  and  new  raised  corps  were  insolent,  domineering,  and 
inclined  to  violence  and  bloodshed." 

Gouverneur  Morris,  in  1777,  was  ordered  by  the  Convention 
of  the  State  of  New  York  to  prepare  a  narrative  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  toward  American  prisoners.  Among  the 
papers  submitted  was  the  affidavit  of  Lieutenant  Troop,  of 
the  Militia,  which  recited  that  he  and  other  officers  confined 
on  Long  Island  were  much  abused  by  nearly  all  of  the  British 
officers,  and  in  their  presence  by  the  soldiers  ;  they  were 
insulted  and  called  rebels,  scoundrels,  villains  and  robbers. 
That  when  imprisoned  at  Flatbush  they  were  given  so  short 
an  allowance  of  biscuits  and  salt  pork  "that,"  to  use  his  own 
words,  "several  of  the  Hessian  soldiers  took  pity  on  their 
situation,  and  gave  them  some  apples,  and  at  one  time  some 
fresh  beef,  which  much  relieved  them."  The  following 
extract  is  from  a  letter  written  by  Washington  at  Morristown 
on  the  5th  of  February,  1777,  to  Samuel  Chase,  one  of  a 
committee  of  seven  appointed  by  Congress  to  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  the  British  and  Hessian  officers  toward  American 
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soldiers,  and  toward  the  citizens  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  :  "I  shall  employ  some  proper  person  to  take  the 
depositions  of  people  in  the  different  parts  of  the  province  of 
New  Jersey,  who  have  been  plundered  after  having  taken 
protection  and  subscribed  the  Declaration.  One  thing  I  must 
remark  in  favor  of  the  Hessians,  and  that  is,  that  our  people 
who  have  been  prisoners  generally  agree  that  they  received 
much  kinder  treatment  from  them  than  from  the  British 
officers  and  soldiers.  The  barbarities  at  Princeton  were  all 
committed  by  the  British,  there  being  no  Hessians  there." 

Max  von  Eelking,  in  his  "de  Deutschen  Hiilpstruppen  in 
Nordamerikanischen  Befreiungskriege,  1776  bis  1783,"  speaks 
of  the  effect  that  the  landing  of  the  Hessians  on  Long  Island 
had  upon  the  inhabitants.  After  telling  that  they  were  in 
great  awe  of  the  Germans,  and  that  many  fled  on  their 
approach,  he  goes  on  to  say  :  "When  the  first  fear  and  excite- 
ment among  the  population  had  subsided,  and  people  had 
become  aware  that  after  all  they  had  not  to  deal  with  robbers 
and  anthropophagi,  they  returned  to  their  homes,  and  were 
not  a  little  surprised  to  find  not  only  their  dwellings  as  they 
left  them,  but  also  the  furniture,  their  effects,  aye,  even  their 
money  and  trinkets.  The  fact  was  that  the  Germans,  used  to 
discipline,  did  not  ask  for  more  than  they  were  entitled  to. 
Their  mutual  relations  now  took  a  more  friendly  form,  and  it 
was  not  a  rare  case  that  a  thorough  republican  would  treat 
the  quartered  soldier  like  one  entitled  to  his  hospitality,  and 
carefully  nurse  the  sick  or  wounded  one."  During  the  winter 
of  1776,  there  was  living  at  Burlington  a  Mrs.  Margaret 
Morris,  who  recorded  her  experiences  in  a  journal,  of  which 
a  few  copies  were  printed  for  private  circulation.  When 
Count  Donop's  command  penetrated  as  far  as  Mount  Holly, 
she,  in  common  with  every  one  else,  was  at  first  much  exer- 
cised over  the  proximity  of  the  abhorred  Hessians.  On  the 
seventeenth  of  December  the  following  entry  was  made  in  her 
diary  :  "A  friend  made  my  mind  easy  by  telling  me  that  lie 
had  passed  through  the  town  where  the  Hessians  were  said  to 
be  'playing  the  very  mischief ' ;  it  is  certain  there  were  num- 
bers of  them  at  Mount  Holly,  but  they  behaved  very  civilly 
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to  the  people,  excepting  only  a  few  persons  who  were  actually 
in  rebellion,  as  they  termed  it,  whose  goods,  etc.,  they 
injured." 

The  bitter  feeling  evinced  by  the  people  toward  the  Hes- 
sians was  probably  engendered  by  the  conduct  of  the  mer- 
cenary troops  at  the  battle  of  Long  Island.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  during  that  engagement  they  were  guilty  of 
unnecessary  cruelties,  but  any  fair-minded  person,  familiar 
with  all  the  facts,  must  admit  that  the  circumstances  of 
ignorance  and  false  teaching  palliate  to  a  certain  extent  their 
behavior  on  that  occasion.  The  Long  Island  Historical 
Society,  in  its  account  of  the  battle,  publishes  the  letter  of  an 
officer  in  Fraser's  Scotch  Battalion,  from  which  I  make  the 
following  extract :  "  The  Hessians  and  our  brave  Highlanders 
gave  no  quarter,  and  it  was  a  fine  sight  to  see  with  what 
alacrity  they  dispatched  the  rebels  with  bayonets,  after  we  had 
surrounded  them  so  that  they  could  not  resist.  We  took  care 
to  tell  the  Hessians  that  the  rebels  had  resolved  to  give  no 
quarter  to  them  in  particular  ;  which  made  them  fight  desper- 
ately, and  put  all  to  death  who  fell  into  their  hands."  The 
statement  of  this  bloodthirsty  Highland  officer  is  corrobor- 
ated by  the  before  referred  to  historian,  Max  von  Eelking. 
He  records  :  "  That  the  Hessians  were  very  much  exasperated 
and  furious,  is  not  to  be  denied  ;  *  *  *  *  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Hessians  was  urged  upon  them  by  the  Britons. 
Colonel  Von  Heeringen  says  on  this  subject,  in  his  letter  to 
Colonel  Von  Lossburg  :  '  The  English  soldiers  did  not  give 
much  quarter,  and  constantly  urged  our  men  to  follow  their 
example/" 

That  the  heart  of  the  Hessians  was  not  in  their  work  of 
aiding  in  the  subjugation  of  Great  Britain's  colonists  is  proven 
by  the  fact  of  their  frequent  desertions.  It  is  estimated  that 
of  the  nearly  thirty  thousand  German  troops  brought  to 
America  by  the  English,  more  than  five  thousand  deserted, 
many  of  them  becoming  valued  citizens  of  the  country;  and 
frequent  instances  can  be  shown  of  their  descendants  ranking 
among  the  leading  people  of  the  United  States.  Judge  Jones, 
in  his  "  History  of  New  York,"  avers  that   Henry  Ashdore 
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was  the  first  in  America  of  the  name  now  so  well  known 
under  its  anglicized  form  of  Astor.  He  was  a  peasant  from 
Waldorf,  in  Baden,  who  came  to  this  country  with  the  British 
during  the  Revolutionary  War,  but,  after  a  short  period, 
managed  to  escape  their  service,  and  entered  into  that  of  the 
"Art  and  Mystery  of  Butchering."  After  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  he  induced  his  youngest  brother,  then  a  youth  of 
twenty,  to  come  to  New  York.  This  was  John  Jacob  Astor, 
who  died  in -1848,  the  richest  man  of  his  day  in  America. 
Mr.  J.  G.  Rosengarten,  in  an  interesting  paper  read  before 
the  Newport  Historical  Society,  in  1886,  informs  us  that  the 
ancestor  of  General  George  A.  Custer  was  a  Hessian  soldier 
named  Kuster,  who  was  among  those  captured  by  Gates  in 
1777.  He  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  but  subsequently  removed 
to  Maryland,  where  the  distinguished  general's  father  was 
born  in  1806.  John  Conrad  Dochlar,  an  Anspach  sergeant, 
in  enumerating  in  his  diary  the  German  troops  made  prisoners 
at  Yorktown,  mentions  the  "Prince  Royal"  regiment  of 
Hesse-Cassel  as  having  once  been  strong,  "but  now  a  great 
sufferer  from  death  and  desertion  "  ;  and  the  Anspach  and 
Beyreuthian  regiments  as.  having  had  about  "forty  killed 
and  wounded,  besides  losing  fifty  deserters."  While  Bur- 
goyne's  captured  army  was  on  the  march  to  Virginia,  there 
were  many  desertions  among  the  Germans,  who,  as  Lieutenant 
Anburey — before  quoted — says,  "seeing  in  what  a  comfort- 
able manner  their  countrymen  lived,  left  us  in  great  numbers 
as  we  marched  through  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. Washington,  in  a  letter  to  Congress  from  English- 
town,  on  the  day  of  the  Battle  of  Monmouth,  writes  that 
thus  far  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  in  his  march  through  the  Jerseys, 
had  lost  by  desertion  five  or  six  hundred  men,  "chiefly 
foreigners "  ;  and  six  days  later  General  Arnold,  who  had 
been  left  in  command  at  Philadelphia,  reported  that  five 
hundred  and  seventy-six  deserters  had  reached  that  city,  of 
whom  four  hundred  and  forty  were  Germans.  General 
Greene,  in  a  letter  to  John  Adams,  written  from  Basking 
Ridge  in  March,  1777,  thus  speaks  of  the  Germans  captured 
on   Christmas  day:    "The  mild  and  gentle   treatment  the 
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Hessian  prisoners  have  received  since  they  have  been  in  our 
possession  lias  produced  a  great  alteration  in  their  dispositions. 
Desertions  prevail  among  them.  One  whole  brigade  refused 
to  fight  or  do  duty,  and  were  sent  prisoners  to  New  York. 
Rancor  and  hatred  prevails  between  them  and  the  British 
soldiers."  From  Lossing  we  learn  that  of  the  officers  cap- 
tured at  Trenton,  Ensign  Carle  Fried  Frurer,  of  the 
Knyphausen  regiment,  and  Ensign  Kleinsmith,  joined  the 
American  army  ;  and  the  historian,  Onderdonk,  claims  that 
many  leading  families  of  Long  Island  trace  their  descent  from 
deserters  from  the  ranks  of  the  mercenary  troops.  On  the 
Sunday  after  the  Battle  of  Princeton,  General  Maxwell  with 
some  Jersey  militia  came  out  of  the  Short  Hills,  and,  falling 
suddenly  on  the  British  post  at  Elizabeth  town,  made  prison- 
ers of  fifty  Waldeckers  and  forty  Highlanders.  A  writer 
describes  this  affair  in  a  letter  dated  at  Philadelphia  on  the 
sixteenth  of  January,  and  recites  that  "the  English  troops 
at  Elizabethtown  would  not  suffer  the  Waldeckers  to  stand 
sentry  at  the  outposts,  several  of  them  having  deserted  and 
come  over  to  us." 

At  the  time  of  the  Battle  of  Germantown  there  was  living 
in  that  place  a  rich  German  baker  named  Christopher  Lud- 
wick.  Having  learned  that  among  the  prisoners  taken  during 
that  engagement  were  eight  Hessians,  this  patriotic  baker 
conceived  the  idea  of  putting  his  unfortunate  countrymen  to 
a  more  valuable  service  than  that  of  being  guarded  or  paroled. 
He  went  to  headquarters  and  induced  the  commander-in-chief 
to  place  these  men  completely  in  his  hands,  the  only  proviso 
being  that  there  should  come  to  them  no  bodily  harm.  He 
then  constituted  himself  their  host  and  guide,  and  taking 
them  all  about  Philadelphia  and  its  vicinity,  showed  them 
how  the  Germans  were  prospering  in  this  country  ;  how  com- 
fortably they  were  housed,  what  fine  churches  they  had,  with 
what  freedom  and  independence  they  followed  their  voca- 
tions, and  with  what  happiness  those  in  the  humbler  pursuits 
of  life  were  living.  This  wise  custodian  then  dismissed  his 
prisoners,  charging  them  to  return  to  their  regiments  and 
inform  their  fellow-soldiers  of  all  that  they  had  seen,  and 
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explain  to  them  the  happiness  awaiting  those  who  would 
desert  and  settle  in  Pennsylvania.  The  seed  thus  planted 
bore  rich  fruit.  It  is  said  that  among  the  desertions  resulting 
from  this  action,  numbers  afterward  became  prosperous  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia.  Ludwick's  success  in  this  enterprise 
encouraged  him  to  further  endeavors  in  the  same  direction  ; 
he  visited  a  Hessian  camp  on  Staten  Island,  and,  without 
detection,  succeeded  in  causing  several  soldiers  to  flee  to 
Pennsylvania.  This  honest  German  afterward  became  baker 
general  to  the  American  army.  He  is  said  to  have  often  been 
a  visitor  at  headquarters,  where  Washington  recognized  his 
worth,  and  appreciated  to  the  full  the  value  of  his  services. 

Speaking  of  General  Washington  brings  to  mind  the  fact 
that  while  living  in  Philadelphia,  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
nation,  his  coachman  was  an  ex-Hessian  soldier.  It  was  one 
of  the  events  of  the  week  to  see  "  Fritz,"  seated  on  the  box 
of  the  Executive's  carriage,  draw  up  his  four  bright  bays  on 
Sunday  morning  in  front  of  Christ  Church.  He  was  tall  and 
muscular,  looking  the  soldier,  his  long  aquiline  nose  pressing 
closely  down  over  a  fierce  moustache.  In  a  livery  of  white, 
touched  with  red,  he  carried  himself  with  an  important  air, 
showing  a  severe  countenance  under  his  cocked  hat,  which 
was  worn  square  to  the  front,  but  thrown  a  litttle  back  on  his 
cue.  Washington's  arrival  at  church  was  always  the  occasion 
of  an  enthusiastic,  but  quiet  and  respectful  ovation.  Long 
before  the  hour  he  was  expected  Second  street  would  be  packed 
with  a  patient  throng  of  citizens.  On  the  approach  of  the 
well  known  white  coach,  ornamented  with  medallions,  the 
crowd  silently  opened  a  narrow  way  or  lane  from  the  curb  to 
the  church  door,  and  as  the  President  stepped  with  calm 
dignity  from  the  carriage,  profound  silence  reigned,  every  eye 
being  riveted  on  the  distinguished  form.  His  costume  was 
always  a  full  suit  of  black  silk  velvet,  relieved  by  silver  knee 
and  shoe  buckles.  His  hair,  powdered  to  a  snowy  whiteness, 
was  drawn  back  into  a  black  silk  bag  ornamented  with  a 
rosette,  and  a  dress  sword  hung  at  his  side.  Yellow  gloves 
were  on  his  hands  ;  a  rich  blue  Spanish  cloak,  faced  with  red 
velvet,  was  thrown  over  his  left  shoulder,  the  whole  being 
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supplemented  by  a  three-cornered  hat  with  a  black  cockade 
and  feathers.  As  Washington,  stately  in  person  and  noble  in 
demeanor,  slowly  moved  across  the  pavement  toward  the 
sacred  edifice,  it  was  an  impressive  spectacle.  From  the 
dense  crowd  there  came  not  a  sound,  but  the  respectful  silence 
in  which  the  assembled  multitude  stood  in  the  presence  of  the 
"  father  of  his  country,"  testified  more  strongly  than  would 
have  the  bravest  shouts  or  the  loudest  acclamations  as  to  the 
admiration  and  veneration  with  which  they  viewed  this 
"  greatest,  purest,  most  exalted  of  mortals." 
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SECOND   SERIES. 

Vol.  X.  1888.  No.  2 

Newark,  N.  J.,  May  17,  1888. 

The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  met  this  day  at  its 
rooms  in  Newark,  the  Chair  being  occupied  by  the  Rev. 
Samuel  M.  Hamill,  D.  D.,  the  President,  assisted  by 
Dr.  S.  H.  Pennington,  Vice-President. 

The  minutes  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  held  at  Trenton  in 
January  last,  were  read  by  the  Recording  Secretary  and 
approved. 

Dr.  Stephen  Wickes,  Corresponding  Secretary/  pre- 
sented the  correspondence  received  since  January.  Among 
the  letters  was  one  from  Clement  II.  Sinnicksen,  Esq., 
transmitting  a  circular  letter  from  Robert  Morris,  in  1782, 
in  relation  to  the  payment  of  New  Jersey's  quota  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war ;  the  letter  had  been  found  among  the  papers 
of  Thomas  Sinnicksen,  Member  of  the  New  Jersey  Assembly 
in  1782,  and  afterward  Member  of  Congress.  The  Committee 
of  Arrangement  having  invited  this  Society  to  participate  in 
the  centennial  celebration  of  the  settlement  of  the  NortlMYest 
Territory  on  April  7,  1888,  Dr.  Hamill,  the  President,  had 
sent  a  certificate  of  delegation.  Prof.  Alexander  Johnston, 
of  Princeton,  invited  the  Society  to  meet  at  Princeton. 
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The  Treasurer  reported  $469.59  received  since  January, 
and  $860.96  expended,  leaving  an  available  balance  on  hand 
of  $921.37. 

REPORT   OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

The  progress  of  years,  now  nearly  half  a  century,  has 
brought  the  Society  into  a  satisfactory  condition  in  all  its 
departments  of  effort  for  the  prosecution  of  its  historical 
work.  The  constantly  increasing  contributions  of  books  and 
pamphlets,  due  chiefly  to  the  personal  efforts  of  its  Libra- 
rian, illustrate  the  interest  in  the  growth  of  the  library  among 
those  who  know  the  value  of  books  and  the  worth  to  those 
who  follow  us,  of  manuscripts  and  relics  for  the  historian  of 
the  future. 

The  Committee  has  not  lost  sight  of  the  needs  of  the 
Society  and  of  the  project  of  securing  more  enlarged  accom- 
modations for  its  present  and  future  uses.  It  was  deemed 
advisable  that,  in  order  to  secure  so  much  of  our  annual 
revenue  as  has  heretofore  come  from  the  rent  of  the  Park 
Street  property,  the  lease  should  be  renewed  for  another 
year.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  liberal  sums 
already  pledged  for  a  new  building  will  be  so  increased  that 
the  enterprise  will  be  successfully  accomplished. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  a  supplement  to  the 
Act  of  1872  "for  the  better  preservation  of  the  early  records 
of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  "  was  passed.  The  supplement 
appropriates  three  thousand  dollars  annually  for  the  term  of 
five  years  for  the  editing  and  printing  the  early  records  of 
the  State  in  the  form  known  as  the  "New  Jersey  Archives  ;" 
and  for  editing  and  printing  the  "Journals  of  the  Governor 
and  Council  During  the  Colonial  Period,"  and  which  have 
never  been  printed;  and  for  arranging,  collating,  editing  and 
printing  papers  and  documents  relating  to  the  history  of 
New  Jersey  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  New  Jersey  Archives  in  ten  volumes  are  complete.  A 
general  index  of  the  series  carefully  prepared  by  the  editor  is 
still  in  manuscript  and  ready  for  the  press.     It  will  make  a 


MEETING   IN   NEWARK.  45 

Volume  of  about  350  pages,  and  it  will  add  great  value  to 
the  volumes  of  the  series. 

The  Journals  of  the  Governor  and  Council  during  the 
Colonial  period,  now  in  MS.,  have  been  collated  and  arranged 
by  the  Librarian,  who  was  appointed  editor  upon  the  death  of 
Mr.  Whitehead. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  Society  should  avail 
itself  without  delay  of  the  appropriation  now  made  by  the 
State,  for  the  issue  in  successive  volumes  of  the  MS.  minutes 
of  the  Governor  and  Council  which,  it  is  estimated,  will  require 
six  volumes. 

As  they  now  are,  they  are  exposed  to  the  risk  of  loss  by 
fire.  They  are  invaluable  in  themselves,  and  are  of  great 
value  to  the  Society,  as  they  furnish  the  opportunity  to  the 
Library  Committee  to  keep  the  Historical  Societies  of  the 
States  in  affiliation  and  correspondence  with  the  New  Jersey 
Historical  Society,  and  in  the  increase  of  the  treasures  of  its 
library  by  exchanges. 

The  Committee  commends  to  the  attention  of  the  Society 
the  letter  of  Prof.  Johnston,  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey, 
inviting  a  meeting  at  Princeton  at  some  convenient  date. 

MORTUARY     RECORD. 

William  Erastus  Layton  died  at  Newark,  February  21, 
1888.  Mr.  Lay  ton  was  born  at  Wood  bridge,  N.  J.,  July  13, 
1808,  son  of  Safety  and  Hetty  L.  Lay  ton.  He  married, 
July  13,  1831,  Emeline,  daughter  of  Peter  B.  Davis,  of 
Newark.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  of 
Newark  in  1851  and  1853.  While  in  service  he  was  Chair- 
man of  a  Special  Committee  on  Sewerage,  and  also  on  the 
Enforcement  of  Laws  for  the  Observance  of  the  Sabbath.  He 
was  one  of  a  Committee  of  five  to  devise  ways  and  means  for 
founding  a  public  library  in  Newark.  On  the  report  of  that 
Committee,  October  6,  184G,  the  Newark  Library  Association 
was  organized,  January  4,  1847.  He  became  a  director  in 
the  Association  in  1853,  was  appointed  Librarian,  December 
1,  18G9,  and  continued  in  both  relations  till  his  death,  which 
took  place  in  Newark  at  the  age  of  eighty.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Historical  Society  in  1885. 
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,  Lewis  W.  Oakley,  M.  D.,  of  Elizabeth,  died  there  on 
the  third  of  March  last.  The  Doctor  was  a  native  of  Kinder- 
hook,  New  York ;  born  November  22,  1829,  a  son  of  Samuel 
and  Abbey  (Williams)  Oakley.  He  married  (1)  Henrietta 
Baldwin,  and  (2)  Anna,  daughter  of  Eev.  Dr.  Magie,  of 
Elizabeth.  He  graduated  at  Princeton  College  in  1849,  and 
received  his  medical  degree  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  New  York,  in  1852.  He  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Elizabeth,  where  his  father  then  resided, 
and  continued  there  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  when  he  entered  the  service  as  Assistant  Surgeon  of 
the  Second  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  May  21,  1861; 
was  promoted  Surgeon  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  New  Jersey 
Volunteers  October  12  of  the  same  }rear,  and  was  transferred 
to  the  Second  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers  as  surgeon 
January  2,  1862.  From  this  date  he  was  Surgeon-in-Chief  of 
the  First  New  Jersey  Brigade,  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 
until  he  was  mustered  out  of  service  June  21,  1864.  From 
September  12  until  December  1,  1862,  he  was  on  hospital 
duty  at  Burkettsville,  Md. ;  in  charge  of  the  Sixth  Corps' 
Hospital  during  May  and  June,  18G3,  at  Potomac  Creek, 
Va. ;  in  charge  of  the  Sixth  Corps'  Hospital  at  Gettysburg, 
Pa.,  from  July  4,  1863,  until  it  was  consolidated  with  the 
other  Corps  Hospitals,  forming  the  United  States  General 
Hospital  at  the  same  place.  He  remained  until  November  1, 
1863,  when  he  returned  to  his  command  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  He  was  in  all  of  the  battles  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  beginning  with  the  " first  Bull  Run"  and  ending 
with  the  battles  of  May,  1864.  He  was  also  on  duty  as 
surgeon  at  General  Hospital  at  Harrison's  Landing,  Va., 
while  the  army  was  stationed  at  that  place  during  the 
summer  of  1862.  But  for  his  determination  not  to  leave  his 
regiment,  with  which  he  was  very  popular,  he  would  have 
accepted  higher  rank,  the  duties  of  which  he  almost  con- 
stantly performed.  He  was  distinguished  in  New  Jersey  as  a 
medical  man  and  was  jealous  of  the  honor  of  his  profession. 
He  was  elected  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  New 
Jersey  in  1881,  and  became  one  of  the  most  valued  Fellows 
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of  the  State  Society.  Relied  upon  by  his  fellow-citizens  for 
his  good  judgment  and  his  zeal  for  the  public  good,  he  was 
active  and  influential  in  all  measures  for  promoting  the 
public  welfare.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Historical 
Society  in  1874,  and  gave  it  his  aid  and  sympathies.  He 
was  generally  present  at  its  May  meetings,  and  was  with  us 
a  year  ago  in  robust  health  and  with  the  promise  of  a  long 
and  useful  life.  He  was  stricken  with  apoplexy  while  visit- 
ing a  patient,  and,  without  a  token  of  consciousness,  died 
instantly,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine. 

Charles  S.  Boggs,  Rear-Admiral  United  States  Navy, 
died  at  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  He  was  born  where  he  died, 
January  28,  1810,  and  entered  the  navy  as  midshipman  on 
March  1,  1826.  He  was  promoted  lieutenant  in  1837,  and 
commanded  the  boat  expedition  at  Vera  Cruz  during  the 
Mexican  War  that  destroyed  the  Truxton  after  her  capture 
by  the  Mexicans.  As  commander  he  was  assigned  for  three 
years  to  the  Mail  steamer  Illinois,  and  next  became  Light- 
house Inspector  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  He  sought  active 
service  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  and  made  himself 
famous  in  the  attack  on  the  forts  below  New  Orleans.  For 
his  gallantry  on  these  occasions,  he  was  sent  to  Washington 
with  dispatches,  and  received  promotion.  He  became  Rear- 
Admiral  in  1870,  and  in  1873  was  placed  on  the  retired  list. 
His  last  years  were  years  of  weakness.  His  death  was  caused 
by  paralysis  and  general  debility.  The  date  of  his  election  to 
membership  in  the  Historical  Society  is  January  15,  1874. 

We  record  also  the  loss  of  an  Honorary  Member  of  this 
Society,  in  the  recent  decease,  April  18,  at  Hartford,  Ct.,  of 
Israel  Ward  Andrews,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  of  Marietta,  Ohio. 
He  was  an  alumnus  of  Williams  College  in  1837,  and  in  the 
next  year  was  called  to  Marietta,  Ohio,  as  first  tutor  of  the 
college  in  that  place.  He  was  connected  with  the  college  as 
tutor,  professor  and  President  successively,  for  fifty  years. 
He  received  the  degree  of  D.  D.  from  his  Alma  Mater  in 
1856,  and  of  LL.  D.  from  Wabash  College  in  1870.  His 
c  liege  papers  and  those  on  the  history  of  the  southern  part 
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of  Ohio,  in  which  he  so  long  lived,  and  other  historical 
papers,  addresses  and  sermons,  both  at  the  West  and  in  New 
England,  are  illustrative  of  an  accomplished  pen  and  of 
extensive  historical  research.  He  was  elected  an  Honorary 
Member  of  this  Society  May  20,  1886,  and  received  a  certifi- 
cate of  delegation  to  represent  it  at  the  centennial  celebra- 
tion of  the  founding  of  the  Northwest  Territory  held  at 
Marietta  a  few  weeks  since. 

LIBRARY  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  respectfully  report  that 
since  the  meeting  in  January  last,  five  hundred  and  fifty-six 
pamphlets  have  been  added  to  our  collection,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six  bound  volumes,  increasing  the  total  num- 
ber of  bound  volumes  now  upon  our  shelves  to  ten  thousand 
two  hundred  and  twenty.  Of  this  increase  it  is  proper  to  say 
that  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  of  these  volumes  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Society  by  Hon.  John  L.  Blake,  of  Orange,  and 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  by  Marcus  L.  Ward,  Esq.,  of 
Newark.  The  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty  volumes  added 
during  the  last  year,  to  say  nothing  of  the  five  thousand 
pamphlets,  nearly,  received  during  the  same  time,  compelled 
your  Committee  to  erect  the  temporary  shelving,  which,  as 
may  be  seen,  occupies  so  large  a  part  of  our  assembly  room. 
Every  available  spot  in  the  Document  Room  had  been  already 
made  use  of  for  this  purpose,  and  these  shelves,  with  no  re- 
gard for  any  thing  beyond  their  utility,  were  placed  where 
you  now  see  them.  If  our  Society  is  blessed  with  a  similar 
growth  during  the  current  year,  it  will  be  necessary  to  hold 
our  next  May  meeting  in  some  other  room. 

A  bill  was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  our  Legislature, 
providing  that  fifty  copies  of  every  report  and  other  docu- 
ments published  by  that  body,  be  furnished  to  this  Society 
for  distribution  among  kindred  societies  and  institutions. 
The  first  seventeen  of  these  pamphlets,  fifty  of  each,  have 
been  sent  to  us,  and  as  soon  as  the  remainder  are  received, 
the  distribution  will  be  made.     These  attentions  to  other 
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societies  are  valuable  to  us  as  a  means  of  increasing  our  own 
historical  treasures. 

Your  Committee  believe  that  the  present  aspect  of  our  rooms 
is  sufficient  to  convince  you  that  the  day  is  not  far  off  when 
they  can  be  simply  used  for  the  storage  of  our  collections. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Mott,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were 
specially  voted  to  the  gentlemen  named  in  the  report  for 
their  gifts. 

The  Committee  on  Colonial  Documents  presented  this 
report  : 

The  Committee  on  Colonial  Documents  take  great  pleasure 
in  announcing  to  the  Society  that  the  Legislature  at  its  late 
session  passed  a  bill,  prepared  and  introduced  by  your  Com- 
mittee, appropriating  from  the  State  Treasury  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars  annually,  for  five  years,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  continuing  and  completing  the  valuable  series  of 
volumes  known  as  the  New  Jersey  Archives,  and  of  which 
ten  volumes  have  been  issued  thus  far ;  and  of  publishing 
the  Journal  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  from  1703  to  1775. 
This  Journal  was  secret,  and  was  never  printed.  It  will  be 
a  most  interesting  and  important  addition  to  the  records  of 
New  Jersey's  colonial  history. 

Your  Committee  propose  to  resume  without  unnecesary 
delay  the  work  of  publishing  the  additional  volumes  of  the 
Archives,  on  substantially  the  same  lines  as  the  last  two 
volumes.  It  is  believed  that  the  Journal  of  the  Governor 
and  Council  will  make  about  four  printed  volumes.  It  is 
also  proposed  to  issue  simultaneously  a  second  series  of  the 
Archives,  containing  documents  relating  to  the  history  of 
New  Jersey  during  the  Revolution.  Of  such  documents 
there  are  great  numbers,  mostly  in  private  collections, 
besides  very  many  scattered  through  innumerable  publica- 
tions not  easily  accessible.  Gen.  Stryker,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee,  has  accumulated  a  large  number  of 
such  papers,  and  has  recently  secured  access  (o  a  very 
important  collection  relating  to  Governor  Livingston's  Ad- 
ministration.     Other  members  of  the  Committee  also  have 
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some  papers  of  this  character,  and  the  manuscripts  of  the 
Society  contain  many  letters,  journals  and  other  papers 
relating  to  the  Revolution,  which  are  now  in  a  fair  way  to  be 
printed  in  a  series  of  contemplated  volumes  forming  the 
second  series  of  the  New  Jersey  Archives. 

This  new  appropriation  by  the  Legislature  is  regarded  by 
your  Committee  as  a  gratifying  expression  of  approval  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  work  has  been  hitherto  carried  on  by 
the  Society.  It  also,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee, 
carri^i-Jrdth  it  an  added  responsibility  for  the  utmost  care 
and  deliberation  in  the  expenditure  of  this  large  sum  of 
money  placed  at  our  disposal  by  the  State. 

After  remarks  by  Col.  Morris  R.  Hamilton,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Geo.  S.  Mott,  Daniel  T.  Clark,  Gen.  W.  S.  Stryker,  William 
Nelson  and  others,  the  report  was  received  and  the  action  of 
the  Committee  approved. 

The  Committee  on  Publication  reported  having  ar- 
ranged with  Joel  Munsell's  Sons,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  for  the 
publication  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  G.  C.  Schanck's  History  of 
Pompton  Plains,  the  publishers  agreeing  to  print  it  and  to 
give  the  Society  one  hundred  copies,  without  cost  to  the 
Society,  provided  one  hundred  subscriptions  were  obtained, 
at  $4  per  copy. 

The  report  was  received  and  the  action  of  the  Committee 
approved. 

The  Committee  on  Membership  reported  the  following 
list,  and  a  ballot  being  taken,  they  were  unanimously 
elected  : 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

George  D.  Scudder,       „----.-  Trenton. 

James  P.  Stevens,  -  -  -  .  -  Trenton. 
Edmund  C.  Hill,            -        UN.  Greene  Street,  Trenton. 

Edward  H.  Murphy,          -  Trenton. 

Ma j.  George  B.  Halsted,     -  Elizabeth. 

Wm.  E.  Freer, -  Newark. 

Gen.  John  Watts  Kearny,           -        -        -  Newark. 
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Mrs.  Gen.  John  Watts  Kearny,      -        -  Newark. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Herbert  Matha,         -        Bound  Brook. 

Frederick  Parker, Freehold. 

Benj.  F.  Lee, Trenton. 

J.  Hoyey  Osborn,       -----     Saddle  River. 

Elttveed  Pomeroy, Newark. 

Frank  W.  Pinneo, Newark. 

Wilson  Farrand, Newark. 

Prof.  Alexander  Johnston,  -  -  -  Princeton. 
Prof.  Allan  Marquand,  ...  -  Princeton. 
Prof.  Arthur  L.  Frothingham,       -        -         Princeton. 

HONORARY  MEMBERS. 

Hon.  John  B.  Redman,  -        -  Ellsworth,  Maine. 

Gen.  Adolphus  W.  Greely,      -        -     Washington,  D.  C. 

The  Committee  on  Centennial  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment  presented  this  report  : 

The  Committee  appointed  by  this  Society  in  May,  1886,  to 
take  part  in  the  proposed  centennial  celebration  of  the  anni- 
versary of  the  inauguration  of  George  Washington  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  at  New  York,  on  April  30,  IT 89, 
would  report  that  the  movement  to  that  end  begun  by  the 
New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  made  such  progress 
that  the  celebration  bids  fair  to  rival  any  held  since  that  of 
1876.  As  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  wras  the  first 
organized  body  to  take  action  in  this  State  in  the  matter, 
and  as  the  affair  is  likely  to  be  on  a  grand  scale,  it  seems 
wise  to  your  Committee  that  this  Committee  should  be 
enlarged,  and  that  the  participation  of  other  New  Jersey 
organizations  should  be  invited.  To  these  ends  it  is  recom- 
mended : 

1.  That  the  President,  the  Vice-Presidents,  the  officers 
and  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Society  be  added  to 
the  Committee. 

2.  That  the  Committee  be  authorized  to  add  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Society. 

3.  That  it  be  empowered  to  invite  the  co-operation  of  any 
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aind  all  other  organizations  in  New  Jersey,  representing  its 
history  and  progress  during  the  past  century,  to  unite  with 
this  Society  in  securing  a  proper  representation  of  New 
Jersey  in  the  proposed  celebration. 

The  report  was  received  and  the  recommendations  adopted. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess,  when  the  valuable  collec- 
tions were  examined,  and  an  inviting  lunch  was  discussed  in 
the  rooms  up-stairs  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  for  the  nse  of  which 
the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  subsequently  voted. 

On  re-assembling,  Major  Newell,  of  New  Brunswick, 
reported  that  the  New  Brunswick  Historical  Club  had  held 
very  successful  and  instructive  meetings.  The  Eev.  Dr. 
Mott  reported  that  the  Hunterdon  County  Society  was  slowly 
gathering  material  of  an  historical  character  pertaining  to 
the  County. 

Mr.  Daniel  T.  Clark,  of  South  Orange,  presented  an 
immense  black  beaver  bell-crowned  hat,  made  in  Newark 
prior  to  182fi,  as  appeared  by  the  satin  lining,  on  which  was 
printed  a  fine  steel  engraving  by  P.  Maverick,  an  early 
American  engraver  who  at  one  time  lived  in  Newark. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Pumpelly,  of  Morristown,  presented  a  fac-simile 
of  the  first  issue  of  the  Philadelphia  Ledger. 

Major  George  B.  Halsted  presented  a  number  of  pamphlets; 
two  books  of  unsigned  Confederate  bonds,  picked  up  in  the 
State  House  at  Richmond,  Va.,  at  the  close  of  the  war;  a 
pass  for  a  slave,  in  New  Orleans;  a  bill  of  sale,  1788,  for  a 
female  slave,  from  Ann  Oliver  to  Morris  Hetfield,  Elizabeth- 
town;  certificate  of  the  payment  of  a  tax  on  a  "shay  "in 
1800;  bill  of  sale  of  a  female  slave  in  Virginia  in  1804,  for 
$50.  Also  a  copy  of  a  contract  drawn  up  by  himself  at 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  for  the  employment  at  wages  of  ex-freed- 
mcn  by  their  former  owner,  which  he  thought  was  probably 
the  first  or  second  document  of  the  kind  ever  drafted.  He 
gave  an  interesting  account  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  paper  was  prepared.  He  also  presented  several 
other  interesting  papers,  for  all  of  which  he  was;  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Hageman,  voted  the  thanks  of  the  Society. 
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Major  James  Yard,  of  Freehold,  then  read  a  memoir  of 
the  late  Joel  Parker,  Supreme  Court  Justice  and  twice  Gov- 
ernor of  New  Jersey. 

John  F.  Hageman,  Esq.,  of  Princeton,  moved  that  the 
Society's  thanks  be  voted  to  Major  Yard  for  his  able,  inter- 
esting and  truthful  portraiture.  He  had  himself  known  the 
late  Judge  Parker  since  1839,  when  he  was  himself  a  law 
student,  and  could  indorse  everything  that  had  been  said  of 
him.  New  Jersey  was  to  be  congratulated  on  having  had  two 
war  Governors — Charles  S.  Olden  and  Joel  Parker.  Dr. 
Hamill,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  that  Governor  Parker 
had  been  his  pupil  in  1835  ;  he  was  a  diligent  student, 
always  prepared  with  his  lessons.  He  spoke  of  his  loyalty 
and  patriotism,  and  related  an  incident  of  his  independence 
when  he  was  mentioned  for  President  at  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  in  1868,  his  nomination,  in  the  opinion 
of  many,  having  been  defeated  by  the  Tweed  ring.  Major 
Geo.  B.  Halsted  and  Col.  Morris  R.  Hamilton  also  spoke  in 
warm  terms  of  Governor  Parker,  and  the  motion  was  then 
agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  James  W.  Bradbury,  ex-United  States  Senator 
from  Maine,  and  President  of  the  Maine  Historical  Society, 
being  present  in  the  company  of  F.  Wolcott  Jackson,  Esq., 
of  Newark,  was  invited  to  address  the  Society.  He  said  he 
had  been  greatly  interested  in  the  memoir  of  the  late  Gover- 
nor Parker,  whom  he  had  known  and  esteemed,  but  he  had 
stopped  making  speeches  since  he  was  eighty-five  years  of  age. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Pennington,  Mr.  Bradbury  was  unani- 
mously elected  an  Honorary  Member  of  this  Society. 

Mr.  Hageman  moved  that  in  accordance  with  the  invitation 
of  Prof.  Johnston,  the  Society  hold  a  meeting  at  Princeton 
on  Thursday,  September  27, 1888.  Which  was  agreed  to.  On 
motion  of  Dr.  Wickes,  Mr.  Hageman,  Prof.  Johnston  and 
Dr.  Hamill  were  appointed  a  Committe  to  arrange  for  the 
meeting. 

Mr.  William  Nelson  stated  that  he  had  recently  found  in 
the  Acquackanonk  (now  Passaic,  N.  J.)  Church  Records  the 
record  of  the  marriage  of  Governor  William  Livingston,  as 
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follows:  1747  Dn  2  Maart Livingston  J:  Man  Geb  In 

Albany,    ende    woon-achtigh    Te    Newyork    met    Susanna 

Franss,  J:  D.  geb.  

He  went  on  to  give  some  account  of  Miss  French,  and  the 
probable  circumstances  which  led  to  the  marriage  ceremony 
being  performed  by  the  pastor  of  the  Acquackanonk  Church, 
and  some  other  incidents  in  the  career  of  New  Jersey's 
original  War  Governor.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hageman,  Mr. 
Nelson  was  requested  to  put  in  the  form  of  a  paper  the 
notices  he  had  given  of  Governor  Livingston. 

The  Society  then  adjourned. 


Announced  May  17th,  1888. 


P.*    V.i 


FROM   AUTHORS. 

Baetger,  Romona 

Bourke,  Capt.  John  G 

Bradlee,  D.  D.,  Rev.  C.  D_ 

Keasbey,  Anthony  Q 

Nelson,  William _ 

Peet,  Rev.  S.  D __ 

Tranholm,  W.  L_. 

FROM   SOCIETIES. 


Canadian  Instutute 1 

California  Historical  So- 
ciety       _.       1 

Historical  and  Philosophi- 
cal Society  of  Ohio 1 

Historical  and  Scientific 
Society  of  Manitoba....       1     _. 

Iowa  Historical  Society 2     __ 

Long  Island  Historical  So- 
ciety.  1     _. 

Massachusetts     Historical 

$  Society 1      1 

Minnesota  Academy  of  Nat- 
ural Science 6    .. 

Minnesota    Historical    So- 

Society __      1 

New  England  Historic 
Genealogical  Society 3     ._ 

New  Haven  Colony  Histori- 
cal Society ._      2 

New  York  Genealogical  and 
Biographical  Society 1 

Pennsylvania  Historical  So- 
ciety        2     .. 

Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society __       1     ._ 

South  California  Historical 
Society. 1     .. 

West'n  Reserve  and  North- 
ern Ohio  Historical  So- 
ciety         1 

Wisconsin  Historical  So- 
ciety       2     _. 


P.    v. 


FROM  INDIVIDUALS. 


2 

22 


Baldwin,  H.  F MS. 

Blake,  John  L 30  128 

Bradlee,  D.  D.,  Rev.  C.  D_  4  .. 

Clark,  Daniel  T. . .  39 

Clement,  Hon.  John. 1 

Conover,  G.  S 1  .. 

Coe,  Ernest  E 51  .. 

Cook,  G.  H 1  .. 

Draper,  Dr.  Daniel 1  ._ 

Foster,  Joseph.. ._  1 

French,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  C.  1  .. 

Garland,  A.  H 2  1 

Green,  Dr.  S.  A 10  2 

Hart,  C.  H 1  .. 

Hagar,  George  J... 2  .. 

Halsted,  George  B. .  Paper.     4 

Howell,  James  E 27 

Keasbey,  E.  Q.  and  G.  M.  5  .. 

Lathrop,  Rev.  C.  C 131 

Nelson,  William 80 

Nichols,  Charles  L 95 

Peet,  Rev.  S.  D 1  .. 

Pumpelly,  J.  C 3  .. 

Righter,  Wm.  S... 7  .. 

Rock  wood,  Charles  G 2 

Sinnicksen,  Andrew MS. 

Speer,  Peter  T.  1  .. 

Swinnerton,  James ..  1 

Traver,  C.  L ..  1 

Tuttle,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  F 3  .. 

Unknown 5  .. 

Van  Duyne,  Harrison 1 

Ward,  Marcus  L _  ..  175 

Weeks,  Robert  D 4 

Wickes,  Dr.  Stephen  . 5 

FROM   OTHER  SOURCES. 

City  of  Boston... 1  .. 

Diplomatic  Review,  London  5  .. 
Grand  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M., 

of  New  Jersey 1  .. 

Harvard  College 1  -  - 
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from  other  sources — Continued. 
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JOEL  PARKER, 

"The    War    Governor    of    New    Jersey." 


BIRTH,    PARENTAGE    AND    EDUCATION. 

Joel  Parker  was  born  in  Freehold  township  on  the  24th  of 
November,  1816,  in  a  house  still  standing  on  the  Mount  Hol- 
ly road,  about  four  miles  west  of  Freehold,  in  what  is  now 
Millstone  township.  A  small  village  known  as  Smithburg  has 
grown  up  around  it  recently.  His  father  was  Charles  Parker, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  neighborhood,  and  who  was  Sheriff 
of  the  county,  member  of  the  Assembly,  and  for  thirteen 
years  State  Treasurer  and  at  the  same  time  State  Librarian. 
His  mother,  who  was  also  a  native  of  the  county  as  it  was 
then  constituted,  was  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Joseph  Coward, 
of  the  Continental  Army.  He  received  his  primary  educa- 
tion at  the  old  Trenton  Academy,  and  was  prepared  for  col- 
lege at  the  Lawrenceville  High  School.  In  the  meantime  he 
spent  two  years  as  manager  on  a  farm  which  his  father  then 
owned  near  Colt's  Keck.  He  was  graduated  at  Princeton  in 
1839  and  immediately  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  Hon.  Henry  W.  Green,  at  Trenton,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  1842,  when  he  located  at  Freehold  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

HIS   EARLY    CAREER. 

In  1840  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Martin  Van 
Buren,  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  party.  In  1844  he 
entered  the  political  arena  in  support  of  the  election  of 
James  K.  Polk  as  President,  and  distinguished  himself  in 
that  campaign  as  a  public  speaker.     In  1847  he   was  elected 
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to  the  Assembly  and  served  one  year.  He  was  then  the 
youngest  member  of  the  House,  hut  heing  the  only  lawyer  on 
the  Democratic  side,  he  became  the  party  leader,  especially 
on  all  questions  having  a  legal  bearing.  He  distinguished 
himself  in  the  Legislature  and  gained  a  State  reputation  by 
the  introduction  of  a  bill  to  equalize  taxation  by  taxing  per- 
sonal as  well  as  real  property,  and  by  a  speech  in  support  of 
the  measure  which  was  printed  in  the  newspapers  throughout 
the  State.  At  the  close  of  his  term  in  the  Assembly  he  de- 
clined a  nomination  as  candidate  for  the  State  Senate  on 
account  of  his  growing  practice,  which  demanded  his  entire 
attention.  In  1852  he  was  appointed  Prosecutor  of  the  Pleas, 
which  office  he  held  for  one  term,  and  acquitted  himself  there- 
in with  marked  ability.  During  his  term  he  tried  the  celebrated 
case  against  James  P.  Donnelly  for  the  murder  of  Albert 
Moses,  at  the  September  term  of  1857.  He  was  assisted  by 
Attorney-General  William  L.  Dayton;  the  opposing  counsel 
were  Joseph  P.  Bradley  (afterward  Associate  Justice  of  the 
IT.  S.  Supreme  Court),  ex-Gov.  Pennington  and  A.  0.  Mc- 
Lean. The  trial  lasted  nine  days.  The  evidence  was  largely 
circumstantial,  and  the  case  is  still  quct3d  as  one  of  the 
great  trials  of  the  period.  The  case  was  prepared  and  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  Parker,  and  won  for  him  a  leading  position  at 
the  Bar  of  the  State. 

EFFORTS  TO  ORGANIZE  THE   MILITIA   AND   TO    PROMOTE 
VOLUNTEERING. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  regimental  officers  of  the  Monmouth 
and  Ocean  Brigade,  held  at  Freehold  on  the  1st  of  December, 
1857,  he  was  unanimously  elected  Brigadier-General  of  the 
Brigade.  He  subsequently  proceeded  to  thoroughly  organize 
the  corps,  holding  elections  in  the  several  regiments,  appoint- 
ing meetings  for  the  instruction  of  the  officers,  and  organiz- 
ing uniformed  companies,  which  he  subsequently  brought 
together  for  parade  and  review.*  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
war,  Major-General  Moore,  of  Ocean  county,  Commander  of 
the  Third  Division  of  the  State  Militia,  resigned  on  account 

*Monmouth  Democrat,  August  19,  September  2,  October  14  and  October  30, 1858. 
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of  age  and  infirmity,  and  on  the  7th  of  May,  1861,  General 
Parker  was  nominated  by  Governor  Olden  and  confirmed  by 
the  Senate  as  his  successor.'  The  appointment  was  made 
with  a  view  to  the  promotion  of  volunteering  and  the 
organization  of  forces  for  the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion. 
He  encouraged  the  military  spirit  of  the  people  within  the 
bounds  of  his  Division,  comprising  the  counties  of  Mercer, 
Middlesex,  Monmouth  and  Ocean,  by  holding  public  meet- 
ings, organizing  the  uniformed  companies  and  bringing  the 
latter  together  for  inspection  and  review  at  Freehold,  on 
which  occasion  he  had  1,500  men  in  line,  the  largest  parade 
of  the  kind  ever  held  previous  to  that  time  in  that  section  of 
the  State.*  Referring  to  these  eiforts  to  promote  volunteer- 
ing, the  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Dudley,  of  Camden,  said  :  f 
"The  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  Governor  Olden  at  that 
time  was  not  misplaced.  It  was  fully  sustained  in  every  way. 
Joel  Parker  was  true  ;  he  was  honest  and  loyal.  He  under- 
took the  work  and  he  did  it.  He  rallied  as  many,  if  not 
more,  men  than  any  other  man  in  the  State  around  the 
standard  for  the  defence  of  his  country.  *  *  He  was 
patriotic  and  gave  his  hands  and  his  heart  to  the  work.  He 
did  his  duty  and  he  did  it  well,  and  the  people  sustained 
him.  *  *  When  he  came  to  occupy  the  Executive  Chair 
he  followed  in  the  same  patriotic  line.  He  was  true  and 
loyal  to  the  State  and  the  country,  and  the  oath  of  office  he 
had  taken." 

While  he  was  Governor  he  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
organization  of  the  militia  and  in  providing  heavy  ordnance, 
small  arms  and  other  munitions  in  store  in  the  State 
Arsenal,  ready  for  any  emergency  that  might  call  for  their 
use.  During  his  first  administration,  the  militia  laws  were 
revised  and  encouragement  was  given  to  the  organization  of  a 
uniformed  corps  of  militia,  of  which  the  present  efficient 
"  National  Guard"  is  the  outgrowth.  He  held  that  a  State 
without  a  well-organized  and  effective  militia  failed  in  its 
duty  to  the  general  government.      He  considered  it  the  duty 

*  Ibid.  May  29, 1862.  t  Address  before  the  Bar  of  Camden. 
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of  every  State  not  only  to  be  prepared  to  enforce  the  law 
within  its  own  borders  when  the  civil  authorities  prove 
powerless  to  maintain  the  peace,  without  calling  for  aid  from 
regular  troops,  but  also  to  be  able,  in  case  of  emergency,  to 
aid  the  general  government  with  military  power.* 

NAMED  FOR   CONGRESSIONAL  AND    GUBERNATORIAL   HONORS. 

In  1854  he  was  prominently  named  for  Congress  but,  in  a 
public  letter,  declined  being  considered  as  a  candidate  for  the 
nomination  on  the  ground  that,  if  elected,  it  would  destroy 
his  private  business,  which  the  claims  of  his  growing  family 
would  not  warrant. f  In  1858  it  was  again  proposed 'to 
nominate  him  for  Congress,  but  this  came  from  the  so-called 
"opposition"  party,  and  had  in  view  the  division  of  the 
Democratic  party.  In  reply  to  this  proposition,  which  was 
made  by  a  correspondent  of  a  local  newspaper,  he  said  that 
believing  the  success  of  the  Democratic  party  contributed 
to-  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  he  would  exceedingly  regret 
any  divisions  in  its  ranks,  and  that  no  act  of  his  should 
tend  toward  that  event.J 

In  1856  his  name  was  first  mentioned  for  Governor  of  the 
State.  He  declined  being  considered  as  a  candidate  for  the 
nomination,  but  recommended  for  it  Col.  William  C.  Alex- 
ander, who  afterward  received  it.  In  1859  he  was  again 
named  for  this  position  but  he  again  declined. 

In  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1860  he  espoused  the 
cause  of  Mr.  Douglas  as  against  a  fusion  ticket  nominated  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Committee 
and  representing  the  three  organizations  opposed  to  the  Ee- 
publican  party.  He  insisted  that  the  Democratic  party  of 
New  Jersey  was  represented  only  in  the  convention  that 
nominated  Mr.  Douglas  :  that  the  candidates  nominated  were 
Democrats,  the  platform  adopted  was  Democratic,  and  there- 
fore that  the  party  in  New  Jersey,  by  usage  and  by  every 
principle  of  honor^  was.  bound  to  sustain  the  action  of  that 


*  Annual  Message,  1874.  +  True  American,  May  31,  1854. 

%  Letter  to  the  Monmouth  Inquirer,  March  5,  1858. 
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Convention.  He  with  others  published  during  the  campaign 
a  small  newspaper*  which  was  extensively  circulated,  gratu- 
itously, throughout  Monmouth  county,  in  which  he  main- 
tained his  views.  On  the  eve  of  the  election  a  compromise 
was  effected,  both  electoral  tickets  were  withdrawn,  and  a 
single  electoral  ticket  was  agreed  upon,  composed  of  three 
friends  of  Douglas  and  two  of  each  of  the  other  candidates. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  a  straight  Douglas  ticket  was  run  in 
some  sections,  four  of  the  Democratic  electors  were  defeated, 
while  the  Douglas  electors  were  elected  by  nearly  five  thou- 
sand majority.  Joel  Parker  was  one  of  these,  and  in  the 
Electoral  College  cast  one  of  the  three  Douglas  votes  of  New 
Jersey. 

FIRST   TERM   AS     GOVERNOR. 

In  the  Fall  of  1862  he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic 
State  Convention  for  Governor,  and  was  elected  by  a  majority 
of  14,600  votes — a  majority  three  times  as  great  as  had  ever 
before  been  given  for  any  candidate  for  that  position.  His 
administration  was  eminently  a  successful  one  and  was  espec- 
ially distinguished  for  its  efficiency  in  promoting  enlistments 
to  aid  in  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  and  for  successful- 
ly keeping  up  volunteering  for  this  purpose  for  a  year  after 
all  other  States  had  resorted  to  drafting  to  fill  up  their 
regiments. 

In  1863,  learning  that  the  General  Government  was  about 
to  assign  quotas  to  the  several  districts  in  New  Jersey  and  to 
draft  for  the  troops,  Governor  Parker  applied  for  authority 
to  raise  volunteers,  to  be  credited  to  the  quota  in  case  a 
draft  should  be  ordered.  The  authority  was  granted,  and 
under  it  he  issued  a  proclamation  to  the  people  and  an  appeal 
to  municipal  authorities  and  individuals  to  make  special 
efforts  to  promote  volunteering  by  public  meetings  and  the 
payment  of  bounties.  This  appeal  was  responded  to  gener- 
ally throughout  the  State,  and  was  generously  aided  by  the 
press  without  distinction  of  party.     Two-thirds  of  the  quotas 


*  The  Spirit  of  Democracy.    The  only  file  of  this  newspaper  known  to  be  iu 
existence  is  in  the  possession  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society. 
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subsequently  assigned  were  thus  obtained,  and  the  draft 
which  had  been  ordered  was  postponed.  This  was  at  a 
season  when  labor  was  fully  employed,  and  under  circum- 
stances that  were  discouraging.*  Another  assignment  of 
quotas  later  in  the  same  year  was  filled  in  like  manner. 
Through  these  efforts  New  Jersey  is  enabled  to  boast  that  no 
man  was  ever  taken  unwillingly  from  the  State  to  fill  the 
quota  of  troops  demanded  by  the  general  government,  f 

THE   INVASION   OE   PENNSYLVANIA. 

It  was  during  Governor  Parker's  first  year  (1863)  that  the 
great  battle  of  Gettysburg  was  fought.  When  Lee  invaded 
Pennsylvania,  Governor  Curtin,  of  that  State,  had  but  few 
troops  at  his  command,  and  in  the  imminent  peril  that 
threatened,  Governor  Parker  came  to  his  assistance  by 
inducing  several  regiments  that  had  just  returned  to  retrace 
their  steps.  He  also  issued  a  proclamation  to  the  people,  and 
before  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  had  recovered  from  their 
panic  or  had  raised  a  single  company  to  defend  their  State, 
thousands  of  Jerseymen  were  marching  through  that  city  to 
the  scene  of  action,  for  which  service  he  received  through 
Governor  Our  tin  the  thanks  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  of  President  Lincoln,  who  wrote:  "Please  accept  my 
sincere  thanks  for  what  you  have  done  and  are  doing  to  get 
troops  forward."  Col.  William  R.  Murphy,  commanding  a 
portion  of  the  New  Jersey  troops  in  Pennsylvania  during 
this  emergency,  in  a  letter  to  Governor  Parker,  dated  at 
Camp  Curtin,  June  20th,  said:  "  *  *  We  have  received 
every  attention  because  we  are  Jerseymen.  'A  citizen  of 
New  Jersey'  is  a  prouder  title  than  that  of  fa  Roman 
Citizen.'  "  J 

THE   INVASION   OE   MARYLAND. 

In  the  summer  of  1864  the  rebels  under  Ewell  and  Mosby 
invaded  Maryland  and  the  battle  of  Monocacy  was  fought,  in 

*  Annual  Message,  1864. 

t  For  the  official  correspondence  upon  this  and  kindred  subjects  see  Appendix 
to  the  Governor's  Message,  Legislative  Documents,  1865. 
X  Legislative  Documents,  1865. 
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which  our  Fourteenth  Kegiment  was  so  badly  cut  up.  In 
the  absence  of  any  definite  information  regarding  this 
invasion,  and  anticipating  the  necessity  that  appeared  to  be 
imminent,  Governor  Parker,  without  waiting  to  hear  from 
the  military  authorities  at  Washington,  immediately  issued 
his  proclamation  calling  for  troops  at  a  moment's  notice.  Of 
this  proclamation  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  a  Republican 
newspaper,  said  : 

Joel  Parker,  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  loyal 
people  of  the  United  States.  His  proclamation,  published  yesterday,  is 
conceived  in  the  genuine  spirit  of  patriotism,  and  has  a  ring  that  will 
gladden  every  loyal  heart. 

HOW   HE   CARED   FOR   JERSEY   SOLDIERS   IN   THE    FIELD. 

In  1863,  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  without  wait- 
ing for  the  action  of  the  Legislature,  Governor  Parker  dis- 
patched an  agent  to  the  battle-field  to  personally  superintend, 
with  great  care,  the  removal  of  the  remains  of  the  New 
Jersey  dead,  a  plot  of  ground  was  secured  on  the  field,  the 
bodies  were  carefully  re-interred,  and  the  ground  was  set 
apart  for  this  sacred  purpose,  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  in 
the  presence  of  a  vast  concourse  of  people  assembled  to  wit- 
ness them. 

During  his  first  year  as  Governor  he  organized  a  State 
Agency,  with  headquarters  at  Washington  City,  to  look  after 
the  welfare  of  the  New  Jersey  troops  in  the  field,  to  facili- 
tate transfers  and  discharges  in  deserving  cases,  and  to  allevi- 
ate in  many  ways  the  sufferings  of  the  sick  and  wounded  in 
the  hospitals.  This  agency  was  assisted  at  Washington  by  an 
association  of  resident  Jersey  men,  without  expense  to  the 
State.  The  agency  also  received  money  from  the  soldiers  in 
the  field  and  transmitted  it  to  their  families  without  expense 
to  them,  and  during  the  war  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  were  thus  received  and  transmitted  without  loss. 
Thousands  of  New  Jersey  soldiers  and  their  families  to-day 
bless  Gov.  Parker  for  his  kindly  sympathy  and  foresight  in 
organizing  this  agency. 
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These  are  only  examples  of  his  constant  and  unremitting 
care  and  watchfulness  over  the  interests  of  the  brave  Jersey- 
men  who  breasted  the  storm  during  the  nation's  peril.  After 
every  battle,  and  at  intervals  when  circumstances  seemed  to 
require  it,  special  agents  were  dispatched  to  the  headquarters 
of  the  several  regimental  organizations  in  the  field  to  ascer- 
tain their  condition,  to  minister  to  the  wants  of  the  soldiers, 
and  to  relieve  their  sufferings.  Most  of  this  action  was  taken 
upon  his  own  motion  and  at  the  dictates  of  his  own  heart 
and  mind.  He  instituted  inquiries  into  the  condition  of  the 
disabled  soldiers  and  their  families,  and  appointed  a  commis- 
sion to  report  what  legislation  was  necessary.  In  his  second 
annual  message  he  recommended  the  establishment  of  a 
soldiers'  home  or  retreat,  which  recommendation  was  acted 
upon,  and  homes  were  established  which  have  since  been  the 
means  of  comfort  and  sustenance  to  hundreds  of  Jersey 
soldiers  who  otherwise,  in  their  declining  years,  would  have 
had  no  home  that  they  could  properly  call  their  own. 

VIEWS   AS   TO   THE   CONDUCT   OF   THE    WAE. 

Gov.  Parker  was  frank  and  outspoken  in  his  sentiments  as 
to  the  conduct  of  the  war.  While  differing  frequently  with 
the  administration  at  Washington  in  regard  to  matters  of 
policy,  he  was  very  decided  in  his  views  as  to  the  principles 
involved,  and  never  faltered  in  his  belief  that  the  Union 
would  be  ultimately  restored.  In  analyzing  the  causes  which 
led  to  the  war  he  held  that  the  misguided  agitators  in  the 
North  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  provoked  the  hatred  of  the 
South,  severed  the  bonds  of  Christian  fellowship  and  silenced 
the  counsels  of  moderation  and  conciliation,  thus  enabling  a 
minority  of  fanatical  and  ultra  men  in  each  section  to  con- 
trol the  current  of  events  and  to  bring  the  Government  to  the 
verge  .of  destruction.  At  the  same  time  he  insisted  that 
the  restoration  and  maintenance  of  the  Union  of  the 
States  was  the  chief  duty  of  the  citizen.  Failure  in  the 
proper  administration  of  a  good  government  did  not  discharge 
us  from  an  obligation  to  perpetuate  that  government.  It 
should  rather  increase  our  exertions  to  bring  its  rulers  back  to 
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the  true  principles  on  which  the  government  was  founded. 
We  should  not  be  afraid  of  peace — an  honorable  and  perma- 
nent peace — whether  it  came  by  the  exercise  of  power  or  the 
exercise  of  conciliation;  but  it  should  be  a  peace  on  the  basis 
of  "the  Union  as  it  was  ;"  not  a  union  of  States  where  part 
are  held  in  subjection  as  conquered  provinces,  adding  nothing 
to  the  material  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  nation,  and 
only  furnishing  a  theatre  of  action  for  swarms  of  military 
officials;  but  a  Union  of  all  the  States,  with  their  equality 
and  rights  unimpaired,  and  bringing  with  it  such  unity  as 
will  have  the  Constitution  for  its  foundation  and  obedience 
to  law  its  corner-stone.*  He  differed  with  the  Administra- 
tion at  Washington  in  regard  to  the  amnesty  proclamation, 
because  it  dictated  terms  that  honorable  men,  in  his  judg- 
ment, could  not  accede  to,  and  to  the  emancipation  procla- 
mation, because  the  line  of  argument  rendered  the  Constitu- 
tion inoperative  in  time  of  war,  and  made  all  our  rights  sub- 
ject to  executive  discretion,  f  He  considered  these  measures 
calculated  to  prolong  the  war.  He  did  not  sympathize  with 
the  idea,  entertained  by  some,  that  the  war  would  destroy  all 
hope  of  union,  nor  that  it  was  to  the  interests  of  the  country 
that  our  armies  should  be  withdrawn  from  the  South,  with 
the  idea  that  the  South  would  at  some  future  time  voluntari- 
ly return  to  the  Union.  On  the  contrary  he  believed  that 
such  a  policy  would  be  a  confession  of  weakness  and  would 
result  in  perpetual  disunion,  continual  war  and  the  overthrow 
of  our  system  of  government.  He  insisted  upon  "  the  duty 
of  the  State  authorities  to  furnish  the  men  necessary  to  de- 
stroy the  armed  power  of  the  rebellion,"  and  that  it  wals 
"equally  the  duty  of  the  general  government  to  accompany 
the  exercise  of  the  power  entrusted  to  it  with  proper  terms 
of  conciliation."!  Referring  to  the  obstructionists,  who  in- 
sisted among  other  things  that  the  Union  should  not  be  re- 
stored under  the  old  Constitution,  and  who  denounced  as 
traitors  those  who  protested  against  such  a  policy,  he  urged 
that  : 

*  Inaugural,  18G3.        t  Annual  Message,  18(54.         t  Annual  Message.  1864. 
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Wise  men  will  not  be  driven  from  the  path  of  duty  by  the  errors  or 
vituperation  of  others.  Whatever  others  may  now  say  or  do  will  not  pal- 
liate the  crime  of  those  who  took  up  arms  against  the  government,  or 
lessen  the  obligations  of  patriotic  men  to  aid  in  their  overthrow.  We 
should  not  abandon  the  government  of  our  country,  engaged  in  war  with 
those  who  would  destroy  our  national  existence,  whether  temporarily  ad- 
ministered to  our  liking  or  not.  The  government  is  designed  to  be  per- 
petual, while  administrations  are  transient.  We  must  subdue  the  rebel- 
lion and  save  the  country  in  spite  of  all  difficulties.  That  which  inter- 
feres with  the  speedy  restoration  of  the  Union  under  the  Constitution, 
whether  it  proceeds  from  the  enemy  or  exists  among  ourselves,  must  be 
overcome.  Every  obstacle  in  the  way,  whether  it  be  the  rebel  armies,  or 
the  fatal  policy  of  those  in  power,  should  be  swept  from  existence  by  the 
people ;  in  the  one  case  by  the  use  of  military  force,  and  in  the  other  by  the 
untrammeled  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise.  However  strong  our  armies 
may  become,  success  will  be  delayed  unless  we  have  the  right  civil  policy. 
In  fact,  without  the  right  civil  policy,  victory  will  not  give  us  a  Union 
worthy  of  the  name.* 

Again  he  said  : 

After  the  country  shall  have  recovered  from  its  present  excitement  it 
surely  will  be  discerned  that  to  restore  the  nation  to  its  former  happy 
condition  of  peace  and  unity  the  conquest  of  the  territory  alone  will  not 
suffice,  but  the  hearts  of  the  people  must  also  be  won  back  from  their 
estrangement.  But  whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  ques- 
tions of  policy,  we  should  be  united  in  the  determination  to  maintain  the 
Union  of  the  States.  If  those  in  rebellion  desire  to  return  they  should 
not  be  prevented  by  unconstitutional  and  unjust  conditions.  Should 
they  refuse  to  accept  the  offer  of  proper  and  just  terms,  upon  them  will 
be  the  responsibility.  The  Union  must  be  preserved.  The  Union  should  * 
be  the  sole  condition  of  peace,  and  that  must  be  adhered  to  with  un- 
swerving fidelity,  as  the  only  foundation  of  our  strength,  security  and 
happiness  as  a  nation. f 

Later  in  the  progress  of  reconstruction  he  said  : 

To  give  peace  to  the  South  and  prosperity  to  the  whole  country,  the 
Christian  spirit  of  charity  must  be  invoked.  Magnanimity  and  forgive 
ness  should  take  the  place  of  hate  and  vengeance.  Love  and  good-will 
can  accomplish  more  than  proscription.:}: 
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A  CLOSE  adhkreni  to  the   established   principles 

OF    FREE   GOVERNMENT. 

Gov.  Parker  was  a  firm  supporter  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  our  government  as  expounded  by  the  fathers.  He 
insisted  upon  maintaining  the  freedom  of  speech  even  in  the 
throes  of  our  civil  war — not  only  as  a  sacred  principle,  but  as 
a  measure  of  public  safety.     He  said  : 

There  would  be  a  much  better  state  of  feeling  and  greater  unity  of 
sentiment  among  the  people  of  the  loyal  States  should  it  become  more 
generally  understood  that  men  may  oppose  the  policy  of  an  administra- 
tion and  still  be  firm  friends  of  the  government  and  steadfast  lovers  and 
supporters  of  the  Union.  Minorities  have  an  important  work  to  do  in 
opposing  and  checking  the  assumptions  of  arbitrary  power  and  the  errors 
of  administration  which  continued  success  usually  produces.  None  of  us 
have  a  right  to  be  idle  or  listless  spectators  of  passing  events.  We  all 
have  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  and  should  put  forth  every 
effort  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  and  perpetuate  the  govern- 
ment of  our  fathers,  If  we  believe  that  measures  have  been  inaugurated 
which,  if  persisted  in,  will  continue  indefinitely  the  terrible  strife  between 
the  sections,  and  finally  produce  separation,  it  is  not  only  our  right  but 
our  solemn  duty  to  use  every  lawful  means  to  induce  a  change  of  meas- 
ures. Such  action,  when  not  taking  the  form  of  factious  interference,  is 
perfectly  consistent  with  obedience  to  law  and  the  fulfilment  of  every  ob- 
ligation imposed  by  the  highest  type  of  loyalty,  and  will  result  not  in 
weakening  the  government  but  in  giving  it  strength  and  stability  by  cor- 
recting the  errors  of  those  who  administer  it.  We  should  never  despair 
of  the  republic.  The  greater  the  exigency  the  higher  should  our  patriot- 
ism rise.* 

INDIVIDUAL   RIGHTS   AND    ARBITRARY   ARRESTS. 

He  was  always  jealous  of  the  rights  of  the  individual  citizen 
as  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution.  He  at  all  times  firmly  and 
earnestly  maintained  personal  liberty  as  one  of  the  absolute 
rights  of  man,  and  its  protection  one  of  the  primary  objects 
of  government.f  Referring  to  the  arbitrary  seizure  of  citi- 
zens of  the  State  without  due  process  of  law  he  said, J  "It 
concerns  every  man  in  the  community.  It  is  the  privilege  as 
well  as  the  solemn  duty  of  a  free  people  to  inquire  into  any 
claim  of  power  which  infringes  upon  the  well  defined  guards 
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of  personal  liberty/'  and  while  recognizing  the  necessity  for 
the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  when  public 
safety  required  it,  he  held  that  it  was  "of  vital  importance 
to  the  people  to  know  by  what  power  the  privilege  of  this 
great  writ  can  be  suspended,  and  at  whose  will  their  liberties 
are  held.  *  *  It  is  as  much  a  departure  from  the  Consti- 
tution, and  almost  as  dangerous  in  its  tendency,  for  one 
department  of  government  to  infringe  upon  the  iDrovince  and 
assume  the  powers  delegated  to  another  department,  as  it  is 
to  usurp  powers  that  have  never  passed  from  the  people; "  * 
and  referring  to  the  alleged  "military  necessity"  as  a  justi- 
fication'for  the  suspension  of  the  writ,  he  concluded  :  "As 
this  alleged  power  [the  war  power]  is  limited  only  by  the  will 
and  discretion  of  him  who  exercises  it,  there  is  no  conceiva- 
ble form  of  outrage  upon  individual  rights  or  public  inter- 
ests that  cannot  be  perpetrated  under  it."  While  admitting 
that  the  motive  of  the  Executive  might  be  pure  he  urged 
that  there  might  be  a  radical  error  of  judgment,  and  it  was 
against  the  principle  that  he  protested,  "in  the  name  of  the 
people  of  a  sovereign  State."  f  In  an  address  delivered  at 
Freehold,  in  1864,  he  said  : 

No  inmate  of  Fort  Lafayette  has  been  more  violent  in  his  denuncia- 
tions of  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  power  than  are  the  able  Chairmen  of  the 
Senate  and  House  Committees  on  the  rebellious  States.  And  yet  these 
very  men,  leaders  in  the  respective  houses  of  Congress,  in  common  with 
the  majority  of  the  dominant  party,  have  upheld  the  Executive  in  re- 
peated encroachments  on  the  rights  of  the  people,  more  dangerous  in  their 
character  than  those  of  which  they  complain.  Citizens  have  been  vio- 
lently dragged  from  their  houses  without  warrant,  without  the  semblance 
of  a  trial,  merely  at  the  whim  of  some  Secretary — the  ringing  of  his  little 
bell — and  for  long,  weary  months  have  been  confined  in  the  damp  cell  of 
a  prison,  and  at  length  discharged  without  so  much  as  being  informed  of 
the  nature  of  the  accusation,  or  even  of  the  ground  of  suspicion  against 
them.  This  has  been  done  in  communities  far  removed  from  the  seat  of 
war,  in  States  where  no  armed  rebel  had  ever  set  his  foot,  where  the 
courts  were  open,  and  where  the  laws  were  faithfully  and  impartially  ad- 
ministered by  pure  and  learned  judges.     And  this  has  occurred  in  the 
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nineteenth  century,  under  what  is  called  a  republican  government,  in  a 
land  where  there  is  a  written  constitution,  and  among  a  people  sprung 
from  an  ancestry  who  for  centuries  contended  against  kingly  power,  and 
at  last  secured  in  Magna  Charta  the  liberty  of  the  people.* 

And  on  another  occasion  he  said  : 

Vest  in  one  man  the  discretion  when  he  will  suspend  the  privilege  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  any  part  of  the  country ;  give  him  authority 
to  silence  the  courts  and  render  the  civil  law  powerless;  then  place  the 
army  and  navy  at  his  command  to  carry  his  mandates  into  execution,  and 
you  constitute  a  ruler  clothed  with  kingly  powers  more  absolute  than 
those  possessed  by  any  monarch  who  has  ruled  in  England  since  Magna 
Charta.jf 

At  the  close  of  his  first  term  of  office  lie  was  able  to  boast, 
with  truthfulness,  that  not  a  single  right  of  the  State  had 
been  yielded,  and  not  one  of  her  citizens,  during  his  admin- 
istration, had  been  deprived  of  his  liberty  without  due  pro- 
cess of  law.  J 

A   FIRM   SUPPORTER   OF   STATE   RIGHTS. 

Governor  Parker  was  a  strong  adherent  to  the  doctrine  of 
State  Rights.  He  maintained  that  the  sovereignity  of  a 
State  is  as  complete  and  real  in  its  proper  sphere  as  is  the 
sovereignity  of  the  United  States  within  its  sphere,  but  he 
referred  cases  of  doubt  or  controversy  as  to  the  extent  of 
those  powers  to  the  supreme  legal  tribunal  provided  for  their 
adjudication,  and  insisted  that  in  defining  them  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  must  be  our  guide.  And  this  not 
only  in  times  of  peace — the  reserved  rights  of  the  States  and 
the  rights  of  the  people  were  to  be  protected  at  all  times,  and 
especially  in  times  of  discord  and  angry  strife,  when  passion 
often  rules  the  hour,  and  power  is  prone  to  encroach  on  law. 
At  the  same  time,  he  denounced  the  doctrine  of  secession  as 
a  political  heresy,  at  variance  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
Constitution^  And  again,  referring  to  the  growing  disposi- 
tion to  ignore  the  political  existence  of  the  States,  to  treat 
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them   as   subordinate   to   the   Federal    Government,  and  to 
centralize  power  in  the  President  and  Congress,  he  said: 

The  time  has  come  when  all  who  value  the  institutions  established 
through  trial  and  privation  by  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  and  who 
cherish  the  principles  on  which  our  government  is  reared,  should  forget 
minor  differences  of  opinion,  and  unite  in  opposing  the  progress  of  this 
dangerous  doctrine.  Whenever  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States  are 
encroached  upon,  the  citizens  of  every  State  are  interested,  and  should 
remonstrate  without  waiting  the  execution  of  the  impending  unconstitu- 
tional laws.* 

The  States  have  rights  which  should  be  firmly  maintained,  but  it  has 
been  settled  for  all  time  that  to  secede  from  the  Union  at  pleasure,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  other  States,  is  not  a  right. f 

As  an  instance  of  his  firm  adherence  to  this  principle,  at 
a  period  in  our  nation's  history  when  strong  men  quailed  and 
sought  by  silence  to  avoid  the  storm,  his  controversy,  since  fa- 
mous, with  Secretary  of  War  Stanton,  is  referred  to.  In  March, 
1864,  a  soldier  attached  to  a  Massachusetts  regiment  shot  and 
wounded  a  youth  at  the  Jersey  City  depot,  of  which  he  died. 
The  soldier  was  arrested  by  the  civil  authorities,  committed 
to  jail,  and  indicted  by  the  Hudson  county  court.  Before 
the  trial  came  on  Secretary  Stanton  wrote  to  Governor 
Parker  requesting  him  to  order  the  delivery  of  the  prisoner 
into  the  custody  of  the  United  States  military  authorities, 
adding:  "It  is  not  supposed  the  Governor  will  decline  this 
request,  but  should  he  do  so  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
department  to  urge  it,"  and  claiming  that  Governors  of  other 
States  had  not  hesitated  to  comply  with  similar  requests. 
Governor  Parker  replied  at  length  to  this  communication, 
taking  the  ground  that  the  Executive  and  Judicial  branches 
of  the  government  were  distinct  and  independent,  and  that 
he  had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  case.  That  the  decision 
of  the  court  that  it  had  jurisdiction  must  stand  until  reversed 
by  its  own  action  or  by  the  action  of  some  competent  tribunal 
of  review,  and  concluding  with  the  words:  "I  respectfully 
decline  to  order  the  prisoner  remitted  to  the  military  author- 
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ities."  *  The  request  of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  not 
renewed,  and  so  the  time-honored  doctrine  of  the  fathers  was 
maintained  by  New  Jersey,  and  the  law  had  its  due  course. 

ARMING   THE   NEGROES   AND   THE    EMANCIPATION    PROCLAM- 
ATION. 

Governor  Parker  doubted  the  expediency  of  arming  the 
Southern  negroes.  In  a  letter  to  a  Township  Committee  in 
Hunterdon  County  he  said  that  he  was  satisfied  that  the 
Union  army  would  then  have  been  stronger,  both  in  numbers 
and  efficiency,  if  the  Government  had  never  recruited  in  the 
rebel  States.  To  insure  success,  he  thought  the  people 
should  be  willing  to  do  their  own  fighting,  and  not  place 
reliance  on  a  distinct  and  inferior  race,  while  the  Emancipa- 
tion Proclamation  and  the  consequent  arming  of  the  negroes 
added  to  the  desperation  of  the  enemy  and  tended  to  build 
up  an  almost  insurmountable  barrier  to  terms  of  pacification, 
and  at  the  same  time  quenched  the  spirit  of  volunteering  in 
the  North,  f 

SOLDIERS    VOTING   IN   THE   FIELD. 

.  Under  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  as  it  then  stood, 
(since  amended),  there  was  no  provision  for  taking  the  votes 
of  the  soldiers  in  the  field.  The  subject  was  discussed  at 
length  by  the  Legislature  and  resolutions  were  adopted  re- 
questing the  military  authorities  to  permit  the  soldiers  who 
were  legal  voters  to  visit  their  homes  on  days  of  election,  so 
far  as  it  could  be  done  without  detriment  to  the  service.  In 
transmitting  these  resolutions  to  the  President,  Governor 
Parker  expressed  the  wish  that  all  New  Jersey  soldiers,  with- 
out distinction  of  party,  who  could  be  spared,  should  be  al- 
lowed to  come  home  on  election  day,  and  especial  reference 
was  made  to  soldiers  in  hospitals  who  were  able  to  travel. 
He  also  wrote  to  the  State  Agent  requesting  him  to  look  after 
the  soldiers  about  Washington  and  assist  them  in  obtaining 
furloughs  fcr  this  purpose.  I 

*  Legislative  Documents,  1865. 
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EXEMPTION     OF     GOVERNMENT     BONDS. 

Upon  other  public  questions  growing  out  of  the  war  he 
was  equally  frank  and  outspoken.  He  objected  to  the 
exemption  of  Government  bonds  from  taxation  as  unwise, 
because  it  tended  to  increase  the  riches  of  the  wealthy  at  the 
expense  of  the  poorer  classes,  but  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment having  been  pledged  the  agreement  should  be  strictly 
adhered  to;  at  the  same  time  he  urged  that  the  policy  should 
be  abandoned,  and  that  new  loans  by  the  Government  should 
be  expressly  subjected  to  State  taxation  at  a  rate  equal  to  the 
assessment  on  other  property.  He  also  recommended  the 
passage  of  an  act  by  the  Legislature  taxing  the  shares  of  the 
capital  stock  of  all  National  banks  within  the  State.* 

AN    ADMIRER   AND     FRIEND     OF     M'CLELLAN. 

Governor  Parker  was  a  warm  admirer  and  friend  of  Gen- 
eral McClellan.  He  believed  that  his  removal  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  was  instigated  by  civilians  and  politicians, 
and  was  a  mistake  upon  the  part  of  the  military  authorities. 
"This  Jersey  exile,"  he  said,  "will  live  in  the  hearts  of  his 
countrymen,  and  his  memory  will  be  cherished  by  mankind 
so  long  as  the  country  to  whose  welfare  he  has  devoted  his 
life  shall  have  a  history."  f 

HIS     SUCCESSFUL     FINANCIAL   POLICY. 

His  administration  continued  until  after  the  close  of  the 
war.  During  his  term  of  office  *not  a  single  bond  of  the 
State  was  sold  below  par,  while  the  premiums  on  them 
amounted  to  over  $100,000,  and  at  its  close  the  State  did 
not  owe  a  dollar  on  civil  account  and  had  in  its  treasury  an 
actual  cash  balance  of  over  $104,000.];  In  his  first  annual 
message  he  recommended  the  passage  of  a  law  providing  for 
the  redemption  and  payment  of  the  bonds  issued  for  the  ex- 
penses of  raising  and  equipping  the  State  troops  serving  in 
the  Avar,  and  outlined  a  plan  for  that  purpose.     The  Legisla- 
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t ure  adopted  the  plan  and  recommendation,  and  created  the 
fund  known  as  the  Sinking  Fund,  by  which  the  entire  war 
debt  of  the  State,  amounting  to  $3,000,000,  has  been  practi- 
cally paid  off  without  resorting  to  a  direct  tax  upon  the  peo- 
ple for  that  purpose,  the  fund  now  in  hand  being  nearly 
or  quite  sufficient  to  meet 'the  outstanding  bonds  as  they  fall 
due;  in  addition  the  fund  has  paid  in  interest  an  amount  ex- 
ceeding the  original  debt. 

PROPOSED   FOR   THE    NOMINATION   FOR   PRESIDENT. 

At  the  close  of  his  first  gubernatorial  term,  Governor 
Parker  at  once  resumed  his  professional  practice.  In  18G8, 
in  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at  New  York,  he 
received  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  New  Jersey  delegation 
for  the  Democratic  nomination  for  President  of  the  United 
States  on  every  ballot.  In  1876,  he  again  received  the  same 
vote  for  the  same  position.  In  that  year  he  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  electoral  ticket  and  voted  for  Samuel  J. 
Tilden.  In  1884,  he  was  again  strongly  urged  as  the  Demo- 
cratic Presidential  candidate.  i 

RE-ELECTED   GOVERNOR. 

In  1871,  prior  to  the  assembling  of  the  Democratic  State 
Convention,  he  positively  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for 
nomination  for  Governor,  but  the  enthusiasm  of  Unit  Con- 
vention compelled  him  to  yield,  and  he  was  nominated  by 
acclamation,  all  the  other  candidates  having  been  withdrawn 
by  their  friends.  At  the  election  which  followed  he  was 
successful  by  about  six  thousand  majority,  which,  although 
less  than  his  majority  in  18G2,  was  yet  a  more  decisive 
victory  for  him,  in  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances. 
At  no  time  had  the  Republican  party  been  so  powerful  as  in 
that  year,  carrying  every  other  Northern  State  by  strong 
majorities.  In  that  year,  for  the  first'  time,  colored  men 
voted  in  New  Jersey,  and  that  vote  (about  7,000  strong)  was 
cast  solidly  against  Governor  Parker,  who  ran  about  nine 
thousand  ahead  of  his  ticket,  the  other  Democratic  candi- 
dates being  beaten  by  about  three  thousand  votes. 
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HIS    SECOND    TERM. 


Ilis  second  term  as  Governor  was  conspicuously  successful. 
The  exciting  questions  which  presented  themselves  during 
his  first  term  did  not  exist,  but  there  were  many  topics  of 
legislation  which  were  important  and  excited  much  interest. 
The  statute  books  show  that  more  laws  were  passed  in  1872, 
'73  and  '74  than  ever  before  or  since  in  the  same  length  of 
time.  It  was  under  his  administration  that  the  General 
Railroad  Law  (of  which  he  was  an  advocate)  was  passed,  and 
the  constitutional  amendments  which  brought  about  import- 
ant reforms  were  adopted.  The  National  Guard  was  also, 
under  his  administration,  brought  to  a  high  degree  of 
efficiency. 

The  same  frankness  that  characterized  his  treatment  of 
public  questions  during  the  excitement  of  the  Civil  War  was 
apparent  in  his  administration  of  civil  affairs  during  his 
second  term. 

THE    LABOR    QUESTION. 

Upon  the  Labor  question  just  then  coming  into  promi- 
nence he  held  that  there  should  be  no  conflict  between  labor 
and  capital;  that  the  interests  of  both  could  be  so  harmonized 
as  to  benefit  both;  that  the  rights  of  capital  should  be  pro- 
tected, yet  it  was  so  powerful  that  the  watchful  care  of 
legislation  was  necessary  to  defend  labor  from  its  impositions. 
Among  other  things  he  recommended  the  abandonment  of  all 
class  legislation  as  inimical  to  the  interest  of  the  laboring 
classes,  and  a  rigid  inquiry  into  the  treatment  of  children  in 
workshops  and  factories — their  minds  should  not  be  left  un- 
tutored, and  the  cupidity  of  employers  or  the  necessities  of 
parents  should  not  be  permitted  to  overtax  their  energies.* 

MUNICIPAL    BOARDS    AND    COMMISSIONS. 

He  earnestly  opposed  the  system  which  had  grown  up  dur- 
ing the  war  of  governing  cities  by  municipal  boards  or 
commissions  appointed  by  the  Legislature.     Being  irrespon- 
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sible  to  the  people,  they  became  a  vast  political  machirc, 
exercising  a  dangerous  power  beyond  the  bounds  of  their 
jurisdiction,  and  imposing  burdens  of  taxation  for  the  benefit 
of  a  favored  few,  without  the  consent  of  the  people,  and 
which  they  were  powerless  to  resist.  He  denounced  it  as  the 
worst  form  of  tyranny,  and  urged  that  the  nearer  the  ballot- 
box  we  bring  the  responsibility  of  the  officer,  the  better 
administration,  we  would  have,  and  that  we  should  not  be 
afraid  to  trust  the  people  to  govern  themselves.* 

JURY    COMMISSIONS. 

During  the  session  of  1873  he  vetoed  a  bill  to  take  the 
power  of  selecting  grand  and  petit  jurors  from  the  hands  of  the 
Sheriff  of  Hudson  County,  and  vest  it  in  a  commission  of 
two  persons,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Judges  of  tl  e  Court  of 
Common  Pleas.     In  this  case,  Governor  Parker  said: 

If  we  have  just  and  fair  men  to  select  and  impanel  our  jurors,  it  makes 
but  little  difference,  practically,  by  whom  they  are  chosen,  or  whether 
they  are  called  by  the  name  of  commissioner  or  sheriff.  But  suppose  the 
officer  entrusted  with  this  delicate  and  important  duly  shall  abuse  his 
trust,  and  use  his  office  for  corrupt  or  selfish  purposes,  it  is  very  import- 
ant that  the  people  get  rid  of  him  as  soon  as  possible.  The  sheriff  is 
elected  annually  f  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people,  and  if  he  prove  unfit  or 
unworthy,  the  position  may  be  filled  by  another  at  the  next  election  ;  but 
an  incompetent  or  corrupt  commissioner,  appointed  in  the  way  this  bill 
proposes,  would  be  beyond  the  power  of  removal  by  the  people.  He  may 
be  retained  as  long  as  the  major  part  of  the  Common  Pleas  Judges 
shall  determine.  The  Judges  themselves  are  independent  of  the  people 
of  the  county,  for  they  are  appointed  for  five  years  by  a  body  of  repre- 
sentatives from  every  section  of  the  State.  1  have  no  doubt  that  the 
framers  of  the  law  so  long  existing  in  this  State,  which  allows  the  Sheriff 
to  hold  the  office  for  three  years,  and  yet  requires  his  election  eveiy  year, 
had  in  view  this  vital  question,  and  intended  that  the  people  should  not 
part  with  their  control  over  the  officer  who  had  the  selection  of  the  jurors, 
to  whom  their  dearest  rights  and  privileges  arc  committed.  The  trial  by 
jury  has  justly  been  denominated  the  principal  bulwark  of  the  people's 
liberties.    *     *     *    I  am  not  willing  to  affix  my  signature  to  a  bill  which, 
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in  effect,  if  not  in  words,  declares  that  the  people  of  that  county  are 
incapable  of  self-government.* 

BRIBEKY    AT    ELECTIONS. 

He  held  that  bribery  at  elections  imperilled  the  existence 
of  free  governments,  and  that  unless  the  elective  franchise 
could  be  protected  from  corrupt  influences  our  whole  system 
would  be  destroyed.  He  denounced  corruption  in  office  as 
the  prevailing  sin  of  the  day,  which  had  become  a  national 
reproach.  Men  whose  characters  in  private  life  were  above 
suspicion  seemed  to  lose  moral  tone  as  soon  as  they  obtained 
official  position.  They  did  not  appear  to  realize  the  fact  that 
peculation  from  the  public  treasury  was  infinitely  worse  than 
robbing  from  their  neighbor's  person,  and  a  morbid  public 
sentiment  had  grown  up,  especially  among  the  young,  that 
prevented  them  from  realizing  the  heinousness  of  official 
fraud,  while  a  failure  of  public  officials  to  duplicate  their 
legal  pay  was  by  many  considered  as  evidence  of  incapacity. 
The  chief  cause  of  the  increase  of  corruption  he  attributed 
to  the  fact  that  guilty  persons  when  discovered  were  allowed 
to  go  unwhipped  of  justice,  and  it  would  not  cease  until  the 
men  who  thus  abused  their  trusts  were  compelled  not  only  to 
disgorge  their  ill-gotten  gains,  but  were  dealt  with  as  com- 
mon felons.  "  He  who  robs  the  people  of  their  treasure 
should  certainly  stand  no  better  before  the  law,  or  in  society, 
than  the  vagrant  whom  necessity  drives  to  crime.  Equal 
justice  should  be  administered  to  all,  without  regard  to  high 
position,  respectable  connections,  aristocracy  of  birth  and 
association,  or  adventitious  wealth."  f 

"PUBLIC    OFFICE   A    PUBLIC   TRUST." 

Governor  Parker  was  essentially  a  party  man,  and  neglected 
no  opportunity  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  party,  yet  his 
first  consideration  was  always  the  public  interests.  In  all  of 
his  appointments,  military  and  civil,  he  carefully  scrutinized 
the  character  and  qualifications  of  the  applicants  for  posi- 
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tions,  and  the  fitness  of  the  appointee  generally  silenced  the 
clamor  of  the  friends  of  disappointed  candidates.  The  clif- 
tribution  of  official  patronage  is  the  rock  upon  which  the 
popularity  of  the  Executive  is  generally  wrecked,  and  it  is  a 
noteworthy  fact  that  Governor  Parker  retired  at  the  close  of 
both  of  his  terms  with  his  popularity  unimpaired,  and  yet  he 
made  more  appointments  than  any  other  man  who  has  ever 
filled  the  Executive  chair  of  our  State.  During  his  first  term 
he  made  thousands  of  appointments  and  promotions  in  the 
New  Jersey  regiments  in  the  field,  and  in  not  one  of  them 
was  it  ever  charged  that  it  was  made  for  political  reasons 
only. 

A    FRIEND    OF    PUBLIC    SCHOOLS    AND    REFORMATORI KS. 

He  was  always  a  warm  and  earnest  friend  of  our  public 
school  system,  and  neglected  no  opportunity  to  advance  its 
interests  and  to  commend  it  to  the  fostering  care  of  the 
State.  The  schools  became  free  at  the  opening  of  his  second 
term  as  Governor,  and  in  his  Inaugural  he  recommended  that 
whatever  was  required  to  keep  them  free  should  be  done. 
He  commended  the  appropriation  of  the  rentals  and  sales  of 
riparian  rights  to  the  school  fund,  and  believed  that  if  the 
fund  thus  created  was  wisely  administered  it  would,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  income  of  the  fund  from  other  sources,  produce 
a  sum  sufficient  to  make  the  schools  five  forever,  without 
taxation  for  that  purpose.* 

He  was  also  warmly  interested  in  the  reformation  of  youth- 
ful criminals,  and  urged  that  their  incarceration  in  the  State 
Prison,  in  contact  with  hardened  offenders,  prevented  refor- 
mation.f  In  18G4  he  appointed  a  commission,  in  accordance 
with  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  that  year,  to  inquire  into 
the  methods  adopted  by  other  States,  and  to  report  a  system 
of  reform  adapted  to  our  own  State.  In  his  message  of  18f>5, 
referring  to  the  report  of  this  committee,  he  recommended 
the  establishment  of  a  Reform  School,  out  of  which  grew  the 
present  excellent  institution  under  that  name,  and  which  has 
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been  the  means  of  reclaiming  and  restoring  to  society,  as  use- 
ful members  thereof,  hundreds  of  youths  who  otherwise 
would  have  grown  up  in  the  ranks  of  the  criminal  classes. 

EGR   A   NON-PARTISAN   JUDICIARY. 

In  the  gubernatorial  campaign  of  1859,  the  leading  issue 
in  the  State  was  the  question  of  a  non-partisan  judiciary, 
growing  out  of  a  difference  between  the  Executive  and  the 
Senate  on  the  appointment  of  a  Chancellor  during  the 
Legislative  session  of  that  year,  which  left  the  office  vacant 
and  temporarily  closed  the  Court.  Mr.  Parker  took  the 
ground  that  the  people  of  New  Jersey  did  not  desire  to  have, 
a  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  Court  with  eve"y  change 
of  the  Executive.  The  Judiciary,  he  maintained,  should  be 
composed  of  competent  and  experienced  men,  the  farthest 
removed  from  political  bitterness;  that  such  offices  should 
not  >be  regarded  as  the  property  of  a  party,  and  that  the  only 
inquiry  should  be:  "What  is  best  for  the  interests  of  the 
public  ?  "*  Subsequently,  when  ho  became  Governor,  he 
carried  this  principle  out  in  practice,  and  made  his  judicial 
appointments  from  the  ranks  of  both  parties.  Referring  to 
the  well-deserved  reputation  throughout  the  country  of  our 
courts  of  justice,  he  said  : 

There  is  not  on  record  a  single  decision  of  our  courts  open  to  the  faint- 
est suspicion  of  partisanship  or  corrupt  influence.  The  importance  of 
maintaining  the  high  character  of  the  Judiciary  cannot  be  over-estimated. 
Where  the  fountain  of  justice  becomes  impure  there  cannot  be  good 
government.  The  property,  liberty  and  lives  of  the  people  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  courts,  To  insure  respect  for  judicial  decisions,  there  should 
not  be  even  the  appearance  of  partiality  or  bias.  Should  all  the  judges  be 
of  the  same  political  organization,  the  usefulness  of  the  court  would  be 
impaired,  and  in  times  of  excitement  its  opinions  be  shorn  of  that  degree 
of  weight  which  should  always  accompany  the  administration  of  justice.f 

ENCOURAGED   FOREIGN    IMMIGRATION. 

He  did  not  sympathize  with  the  idea  that  foreign  immigra-1 
tion  was  injurious  to  the  general  interests  or  subversive  of 
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American  institutions.  On  the  other  hand,  he  welcomed  the 
industrious  immigrant  to  assist  in  developing  the  inexhausti- 
ble resources  of  the  West  and  South.  Our  territory  was 
capable  of  sustaining  hundreds  of  millions  of  prosperous  and 
happy  people,  and  every  inducement  should  be  held  out  to 
promote  its  settlement.  "  Why  wait  a  century  for  what  may 
be  accomplished  in  a  generation?  Why  delay  our  manifest 
destiny?  *  *  Welcome  them  to  our  shores.  Bid  them 
come  and  occupy  the  land,  build  up  the  waste  places  and 
obliterate  the  ravages  of  war.'"*  And  again,  after  referring 
to  the  report  of  Prof.  Geo.  H.  Cook,f  that  over  a  million 
acres  of  land  in  New  Jersey,  within  convenient  distance  of 
marl,  were  unimproved,  and  might  be  brought  under  cultiva- 
tion with  profitable  result,  he  said: 

The  time  has  come  for  the  Legislature  to  inaugurate  a  system  by  means 
of  which  immigration  shall  be  invited  and  encouraged.  *  *  *  With 
proper  exertion,  the  sparsely  settled  districts  so  near  the  two  great  cities, 
possessing,  in  addition  to  the  advantages  already  mentioned,  a  salubrious 
climate,  free  schools  and  good  laws  administered  by  a  learned  and  incor- 
ruptible judiciary,  can  soon  be  filled  with  honest,  hardy  and  industrious 
colonists.  As  population  adds  to  the  real  wealth  of  a  State,  the  subject 
is  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Legislature.:}: 

HOW   HE   EXERCISED   THE    VI7T0    POWER. 

He  did  not  hesitate  to  use  the  veto  power  whenever  he 
deemed  it  to  be  necessary.  Among  the  .notable  instances  in 
which  he  exercised  this  prerogative  were  the  vetoes  of  the 
bills  repealing  the  law  requiring  joint  resolutions  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Governor  for  his  approval  ;§  creating  a  jury 
commission  for  Hudson  County;||  and  extending  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  last  named  to  Essex  County,**  All  of  these 
measures  contained  provisions  which  he  considered  inimical 
to  the  interests  cf  the  people  or  subversive  of  the  principles 
of  £ood  government. 

*  Inaugural,  1S72. 
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ATTORNEY-GENERAL   AND    JUDGE. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  second  term  as  Governor  he 
resumed  his  professional  business  at  Freehold  and  soon 
acquired  a  large  practice.  On  the  27th  of  January,  1875,  he 
was  nominated  by  Governor  Bedle  as  Attorney-General  of  the 
State,  and  was  confirmed  by  the  Senate  without  reference. 
He  held  this  position  until  the  5th  of  April  following,  when 
he  resigned  it,  in  order  to  give  exclusive  attention  to  his  pri- 
vate practice.  In  1880  he  was  nominated  by  Governor  Mc- 
Clellan  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate  as  a  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  State,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Second 
Judicial  District,  comprising  the  counties  of  Gloucester, 
Camden  and  Burlington,  and  was  reappointed  to  the  same 
position  on  the  expiration  of  his  term  by  Governor  Green,  in 
February  of  last  year. 

In  his  judicial  career,  in  all  his  relations  to  the  Bar,  and  to  its  individ- 
ual members,  he  was  kind,  considerate  and  courteous,  and  to  his  duties  in 
this  position  he  brought  to  bear  the  indefatigable  industry  which  had 
characterized  his  efforts  in  other  departments  of  the  public  service  and  in 
his  private  practice.  As  a  judge  he  was  painstaking,  faithful,  and  saga- 
cious. His  strong  common  sense  supplied  his  judgment  with  qualities 
which  distinguished  them  as  judicial  deliverances.*  He  was  always  kind 
and  courteous  to  the  younger  members  of  the  Bar,  and  he  would  not  allow 
any  opponent  to  take  unfair  advantage  of  another  to  defeat  the  ends  of 
justice,  or  allow  the  law  to  be  made  an  engine  of  injustice  for  the  oppres- 
sion of  any  citizen.  If  there  ever  was  a  man  who  guarded  the  liberties 
of  the  people  upon  the  Bench,  that  man  was  Judge  Parker.  Oases  aris- 
ing from  spite,  ill  will,  or  anything  of  that  kind,  found  no  favor  in  his 
Court. f  Other  men  have  been  more  profound  jurists— more  eloquent  as 
orators— more  learned —more  original — but  with  their  every  genius  in 
these  directions  they  have  had  a  corresponding  lack  in  some  other  quarter, 
and  your  man  of  profound  learning  has  often  been  neglectful  in  affairs. 
Your  brilliant  orator,  or  even  profound  jurist,  may  be  unworthy  of  the 
trusts  that  have  been  confided  to  him,  but  Judge  Parker,  possessing  none 
of  these  qualities  in  an  exalted  degree,  more  than  compensated  for  them 
by  the  profound  balance  of  his  character.  Like  such  men  as  Hampden 
and  Washington,  he  was  valuable  because  of  the  sturdy  reliability  of  his 
temperament,  and  for  the  earnestness  and  zeal  with  which  he  entered  into 
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JOEL   PARKER.  85 

the  public  service,  rather  than  for  any  startling  brilliancy  in  any  one 
direction ;  so  that  what  we  all  instinctively  recognize  in  him  is  not  some 
quality  or  attainment  which  he  happened  to  possess,  but  the  man  himself, 
with  his  evenly  balanced  qualities,  which  make  him  the  type  to  our  minds 
of  all  that  goes  to  make  up  a  thoroughly  worthy  man  and  the  most 
admirable  kind  of  citizen  that  any  State  can  possess.* 

HIS     DEVOTION    TO    DUTY. 

Devotion  to  duty  was  a  ruling  principle  of  bis  life.  This 
trait  in  his  character  is  well  expressed  in  the  following 
extract  from  Mr.  Gray's  address  : 

It  was  Judge  Parker's  secret  pride,  expressed  in  confidential  words  to 
confidential  friends,  that  while  he  held  public  office  he  exercised  his  power 
for  the  public  good,  to  the  best  of  his  judgment.  *  *  *  This  distin- 
guishing characteristic— this  faithfulness  in  the  discharge  of  duty — this 
self-abnegation  and  devotion  to  public  service,  united  with  the  amiable 
characteristics  of  his  nature,  made  him  during  his  life  the  most  conspicu- 
ous of  Jerseymen,  and  contributed  at  his  death  to  that  most  touching  and 
eloquent  manifestation  of  public  appreciation  of  his  character  at  his 
funeral,  when  men  from  all  walks  of  life — from  positions  of  responsibility 
— from  active,  engrossing  and  responsible  pursuits — all  sorts  and  condi- 
tions of  men  gathered  from  all  quarters  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  at  an 
inclement  season,  at  an  inaccessible  place,  to  testify  by  their  presence  to  the 
estimation  in  which  this  man  was  held  by  his  fellow-citizens.  Not  because 
he  was  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and  as  such  had  faith- 
fully discharged  his  judicial  duty;  not  because  he  was  a  prominent  member 
of  a  great  political  organization,  .and  as  such  had  maintained  for  years 
successful  leadership,  but  because  in  all  his  positions,  many  and  responsi- 
ble as  they  were — because  in  all  his  career,  lengthened  as  it  was— he  had 
faithfully  discharged  every  duty  and  fully  met  every  obligation  which 
was  put  upon  him.     That  lesson  is  one  which  he  leaves  behind. f 

PRIDE    IN    niS    NATIVE    STATE. 

Joel  Parker  was  essentially  a  Jersey  man.  He  was  proud 
of  his  native  State  and  entertained  a  profound  admiration 
for  its  history."  One  of  his  earlier  literary  efforts  was  the 
preparation  of  a  lecture  on  u  The  Early  History  of  New 
Jersey,"  which  he  delivered  in  various  parts  of  the  State  with 
great   acceptability.       When   he    delivered    it    at    Trenton, 


*  Mr.  Charles  G.  Garrison's  address  to  the  Camden 
t  Samuel  H.  Gray's  Address  to  the  Camden  Bar. 
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according  to  a  notice  at  the  time  in  one  of  the  daily  news- 
papers of  that  city,*  his  audience  rewarded  him  at  the  close 
"with  a  vote  of  thanks  and  three  hearty  cheers/'  the  latter 
certainly  a  novelty  in  connection  with  a  purely  literary  essay, 
but  showing  conclusively  the  spirit  that  pervaded  it  and  the 
inspiration  that  was  communicated  by  its  delivery,  This 
innate  State  pride  was  apparent  at  all  times,  and  was  not  to 
be  suppressed  even  in  his  State  papers.  At  the  conclusion  of 
one  of  his  annual  messagesf  he  uses  the  following  eloquent 
language,  which  cannot  fail  to  find  a  response  in  the  heart  of 
every  true  Jersey  man: 

The  State  for  which-  you  legislate  occupies  a  proud  position.  In  every 
emergency  she  has  proved  true  to  her  revolutionary  fame.  In  every  war 
in  which  the  country  has  been  engaged,  New  Jersey  has  contributed  freely 
of  her  treasure  and  her  sons.  Her  people  are  patriotic  and  conservative, 
and  eminently  national.  They  have  always  been  willing  to  stand  by  the 
contract  as  our  fathers  made  it.  They  have  always  observed  the  constitu- 
tional rights  of  other  States  and  of  the  nation.  They  love  the  Union  and 
will  labor  for  its  preservation  as  the  first  great  object  to  be  accomplished. 

And  again,  at  the  close  of  an  address  delivered  at  Free- 
hold, he  said  : 

I  am  proud  of  this  gallant  little  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  would,  not 
to-night  exchange  my  position  as  her  Chief  Magistrate  for  the  crown  of 
the  most  powerful  kingdom  of  the  old  world 4 

He  always  warmly  resented  any  indignity  aimed  at  the 
State.  During  the  war  a  bill  was  introduced  in  Congress, 
under  the  power  of  the  general  government  to  create  post 
routes  and  military  roads,  to  confer  upon  certain  railroads  in 
New  Jersey  certain  privileges  for  the  transportation  of  goods 
and  merchandise,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  the  State. 
Governor  Parker  at  once  sent  a  message  to  the  Legislature, § 
reciting  the  facts,  and  concluding  as  follows  : 

The  passage  of  such  an  act  (although  of  no  binding  force,  because  un- 
constitutional), would  be  an  insult  to  the  people  of  New  Jersey.  It  would 
take  the  creatures  of  our  Jaw,  now  under  the  ban  of  judicial  injunction 

*  State  Gazette,  March  3,  1859. 

t  Annual  Message,  1864. 

%  Monmouth  Democrat,  August  25,  18G4. 

§  Special  Message,  March  23, 18G4. 
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for  violation  of  our  statutes,  and,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  decision  of 
our  courts,  attempt  to  make  them  independent  of  and  superior  to  the 
power  that  created  them .  Such  action  deserves,  and  should  receive,  the 
strongest  legislative  remonstrance.  Let  it  be  distinctly  understood  by 
those  who  would  inflict  this  wrong  and  indignity  upon  our  State,  that 
while  New  Jersey  will  comply  with  every  legal  obligation,  and  will  respect 
and  protect  the  rights  of  all,  she  will  not  permit  any  infringement  of  her 
rights  without  resorting  to  every  lawful  means  to  prevent  it. 

EAITH  1U  THE  FUTURE  OE  THE  COUNTRY. 

He  also  loved  his  country,  was  proud  of  its  history,  and 
had  an  abiding  faith  in  its  future.  Upon  this  point,  and 
referring  to  the  second  centennial  of  its  history,  he  said: 

At  the  rate  of  increase  that  has  marked  her  progress  in  the  past,  she 
will  at  the  close  of  the  next  century  contain  a  population  of  hundreds  of 
millions.  As  the  leading  power  of  the  West,  she  will  announce  and 
maintain  the  policy  that  should  control  America.  That  policy  will  surely 
be  annexation  to  herself  or  the  maintenance  of  republican  government  in 
all  the  countries  and  islands  of  this  hemisphere.  The  oppressed  people 
of  every  clime,  especially  those  in  her  own  vicinage  struggling  for  inde- 
pendence, will  have  her  sympathy  and  recognition.  Barbarities  which 
disgrace  humanity  and  shock  the  civilized  world  will  no  longer  be  toler- 
ated. The  shackles  of  the  slave  will  be  broken  wherever  her  policy 
extends.  And  this,  the  American  policy  of  the  second  century  of  the 
existence  of  the  nation,  will  be  upheld  by  her— not  for  the  purpose  of 
aggrandizement — not  for  the  sake  of  exercising  arbitrary  force — not  from 
motives  of  ambition  that  would  delight  in  agitation  or  conflict  of  arms — 
but  as  a  duty  imposed  by  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe  on  this  the 
great  Power  of  the  Western  Hemisphere,  to  elevate  humanity  therein  and 
diffuse  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  Christian  civilization.* 

AS   A     POLITICIAN. 

*'  He  was  a  politician  not  in  the  low  sense  in  which  men  may 
be  politicians,  but  in  the  higher  and  more  exalted  sense  in 
which  a  man  as  a  member  of  the  community  acts  in  the 
interests  of  his  fellow-citizens  for  the  welfare  and  weal  of 
the  State.  In  whatever  position  we  find  him,  whether  in  the 
Legislature,  as  Governor,  as  Attorny-General  or  as  Judge,  we 
find  him  always  governed  by  a  desire  to  do  right.  His 
views  were  not  circumscribed  by  narrow  limits— he  saw  the 

*  Annual  Message,  1874. 
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whole  State  and  its  conditions  at  a  glance.  His  finger  was 
naturally  upon  the  public  pulse,  and  his  discernment  enabled 
him  instinctively  to  anticipate  the  public  necessities.  As 
Governor  of  the  State  he  exhibted  in  a  peculiar  way  the 
patriotic  instincts  of  his  nature.  There  was  no  disloyalty  in 
his  composition."*  "His  public  life  and  doings  constitute  the 
most  important  part  of  the  history  of  our  State  for  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century.  His  support  came  from  the  people;  he 
was  of  them  and  he  preferred  them.  He  boasted  of  his 
yeoman  ancestry.  The  greatness  he  desired  was  the  great- 
ness which  industry  and  merit  gives.  He  preferred  to  be  the 
first  of  a  respected  house,  rather  than  the  second,  living  on 
the  prestige  of  a  borrowed  light."! 

AS   A   LAWYER. 

"As  a  lawyer  he  was  not  disposed  to  technicalities,  nor  was 
he  dogmatic  or  pertinacious.  His  chief  desire  seemed  to  be 
to  try  a  case  upon  its  merits,  and  he  tried  and  argued  it  with 
all  due  respect  to  the  court  and  the  counsel. "J 

HIS   PUBLIC   AND   PRIVATE   ECONOMY. 

A  prominent  trait  of  his  character  was  his  economy,  which 
was  exhibited  in  his  public  as  well  as  in  his  private  affairs. 
It  was  not  a  miserly  economy  that  would  deny  proper  and 
liberal  expenditures,  but  one  that  guarded  carefully  against 
wastefulness  or  extravagance.  In  his  personal  affairs  he  at 
all  times  maintained  his  family  in  a  style  according  well  with 
his  means  and  the  position  that  he  occupied.  After  he 
became  Governor  he  rebuilt  the  family  mansion  with  the 
proceeds  of  the  inheritance  from  his  father's  estate,  making 
it  the  largest  and  most  imposing  one  in  the  town,  and 
furnished  it  in  a  style  consistent  with  its  exterior.  In  it  he 
entertained  his  guests  in  a  manner  befitting  his  position.  He 
felt  his  importance  as  Chief    Magistrate  of    the   Common - 


*  Mr.  Philip  S.  Scovel's  remarks  at  the  meeting  of  the  Camden  Bar. 
t  Mr.  John  W.  Wartman's  remarks  at  the  meeting  of  the  Camden  Bar. 
X  Mr.  Philip  S.  Scovel  at  the  meeting  of  the  Camden  Bar. 
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wealth  of  which  he  was  so  proud,  and  magnified  his  position 
in  all  his  surroundings.  "He  was  every  inch  the  Governor/' 
whether  at  home  or  abroad,  but  never  in  an  offensive  sense, 
for  the  people  everywhere  appeared  to  be  as  proud  of  him  as 
he  was  of  the  position  which  he  so  nobly  filled.  In  his  first 
inaugural  he  outlined  his  views  on  public  economy,  and  to 
these  he  adhered  throughout  his  public  career.  He  said  on 
that  occasion  : 

In  conducting  the  operations  of  our  State  Government,  the  strictest 
economy  should  be  exercised.  This  is  especially  important  at  a  time 
when  we  are  subjected  to  extraordinary  expenses  in  consequence  of  the 
deplorable  civil  war  in  which  we  are  involved.  In  the  midst  of  business 
depression  and  financial  derangement  and  in  view  of  increasing  taxation, 
unnecessary  expenditure  of  the  people's  money  should  be  scrupulously 
avoided.  Extravagant  appropriations  by  government  not  only  foster 
heavy  burthens  in  the  people,  but  tend  to  corrupt  public  morals  and 
increase  private  profligacy. 

At  another  time,  referring  to  the  enormous  expenditures 
incident  to  the  Civil  War,  he  said  the  people  seemed  to  have 
lost  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  value  of  money,  and  to 
have  become  careless  of  its  use— that  the  economy  of  former 
times  was  now  by  many  considered  parsimony.  The  extrava- 
gance in  both  public  and  private  life,  entailed  by  the  war, 
was  a  greater  burden  than  the  public  debt,  and  while  he  held 
that  every  dollar  of  the  latter,  principal  and  interest,  must 
be  paid,  he  urged  that  New  Jersey,  in  its  legislation  involv- 
ing appropriations  of  the  public  money,  should  be  foremost 
in  rescuing  the  country  from  the  new  danger  with  which  it 
was  threatened.* 

AS   A    LEADER   IN   HIS   TOWN   AND   COUNTY. 

He  always  took  a  warm  interest  in  the  public  enterprises 
of  his  town  and  county  and  promoted  them  by  every  means 
at  his  command.  During  all  the  earlier  years  of  his  active 
life  he  was  looked  up  to  as  the  leader,  his  well-known 
perse  vera  nee  and  energy  giving  promise  of  success  to 
every   movement  to   which   he   lent  his  aid.     Among    the 

*  Inaugural,  1873. 
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prominent  enterprises  in  which  he  was  actively  engaged 
were  the  construction  of  the  railroad  between  Freehold  and 
Jamesburg,  which  was  first  opened  to  the  public  in  1853; 
the  County  Agricultural  Society,  of  which  he  was  the 
founder,  in  the  same  year,  and  the  Battle  Monument,  which 
he  originated.  Of  the  success  of  these  enterprises  and  of 
his  association  with  them  he  was  always  proud.  The  latter 
was  the  crowning  enterprise  of  his  life,  into  which  he  entered 
with  all  the  zeal  of  his  nature.  The  beautiful  shaft  which 
now  marks  the  spot  where  the  first  engagement  of  that 
memorable  day  took  place,  is  alike  a  monument  to  the  fame 
of  our  revolutionary  fathers  and  to  the  patriotism  and  energy 
of  the  man  who  was  before  all  others  instrumental  in  its 
erection,  and  forever  links  his  name  with  those  of  the  heroes 
of  the  Revolution. 

HOW    HE    BUILT   THE    BATTLE-MONUMENT. 

This  enterprise  was  first  publicly  broached  by  Governor 
Parker  in  an  address  at  a  local,  anniversary  in  Freehold,  in 
the  summer  of  1877,  and  at  the  same  time  he  suggested  the 
action  which  resulted  in  the  organization,  three  months  later, 
of  an  association  of  which  he  was  made  president,  having  for 
its  object  the  solicitation  of  funds  for  the  erection  of  the 
monument.  During  the  three  years  that  ensued  he  gave 
much  of  his  time  to  the  work,  sometimes  under  circumstances 
of  the  greatest  discouragement.  He  organized  committees  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  in  ever)'  township  in  Monmouth, 
delivered  addresses  on  every  available  occasion,  personally 
superintended  fairs,  festivals,  lectures,  and  other  public 
entertainments  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds,  and  even 
enlisted  the  school-children  throughout  the  county  in  the 
work.  He  aimed  to  secure  $10,000  by  private  subscription, 
and  as  a  last  resort  to  bring  up  the  deficiency  of  this  sum,  he 
went  among  wealthy  persons  of  his  acquaintance  outside  of 
his  county  and  State  and  levied  contributions.  Having 
secured  this  amount  he  next  made  an  appeal  to  the  Legisla- 
ture and  then  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  both 
of  which  he  was  successful.     The  corner-stone  of  the  monu- 
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ment  was  laid,  with  imposing  civil  and  military  ceremonies, 
on  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  battle,  in  the  presence 
of  Governor  McClellan  and  many  distinguished  guests.  The 
monument  was  completed,  and  the  unveiling  ceremonies, 
which  exceeded  in  extent  and  pageantry  that  of  any  other 
public  occasion  hitherto  held  in  the  State,  took  place  on  the 
13th  of  November,  1S84,  in  the  presence  of  Governor  Abbett 
and  a  great  concourse  of  public  officials,  civil  and  military 
organizations,  and  invited  guests.* 

HIS   SOCIAL   RELATIONS,  MARRIAGE   AND   DEATH. 

Although  his  long  and  busy  life  was  crowded  with  great 
public  cares,  he  did  not  forget  the  minor  public  duties  nor 
the  obligations  of  social  life.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  of  his  town  and 
always  retained  an  interest  in  its  welfare  ;  in  his  earlier  years 
he  took  an  active  part  in  its  affairs,  filling  the  different 
official  positions  and  representing  it  in  the  State  Grand 
Lodge.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  of  his 
town.  In  both  of  these  organizations  he  remained  an 
honored  member  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  Union  Fire  Company  of  Tren- 
ton, and  of  the  F'ire  Department  of  Freehold,  aiding  both 
with  his  counsels  and  his  purse.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Commandery  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  of  the  Military 
Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States ;  a  member 
of  the  Tammany  Society  of  New  York  City,  and  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey.  In  1881  he  united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Freehold,  on  confession  of  faith,  and  afterward  remained  an 
acceptable  member  and  eommunicant  of  that  church.  In 
1843  he  was  married  to  Maria  M.,  eldest  daughter  of  Samuel 
R.  Gummere,  Clerk  in  Chancery  of  New  Jersey,  who  survives 
him,  with  two  sons,  Charles  and  Frederick,  both  practicing 
lawyers  of  some  years'  standing  at  the  Bar  of  Monmouth 
County,  and  a  daughter,  Bessie,  unmarried.      On  Saturday, 

*  See  Memorial  of  Committee  of  Arrangements,  1885. 
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the  31st  clay  of  December,  1887,  after  holding  a  special 
session  of  the  Burlington  County  Courts,  he  went  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  feeling  unwell,  he  called  at  the  house  of  a  friend, 
where,  in  a  few  minutes,  he  received  a  stroke  of  paralysis. 
He  died  on  the  following  Monday,  shortly  after  midnight, 
surrounded  by  the  immediate  members  of  his  family.  He 
rallied  sufficiently  on  Saturday  evening  to  recognize  his  wife, 
but  afterward  never  regained  consciousness. 

PERSONAL   APPEARANCE     AND    GENERAL     CHARACTERISTICS. 

His  personal  appearance  was  imposing.  He  was  slightly 
over  six  feet  high,  with  a  massive  frame  admirably  propor- 
tioned, a  head  well  poised,  manly  and  dignified  in  his  bear- 
ing, easy  and  attractive  in  his  manner;  in  public  free  and 
self-possessed,  easily  approached  by  the  humblest  member  of 
the  community,  but  never  condescending  to  unseemly  famil- 
iarity. He  was  persistent  in  the  pursuit  of  the  object  in 
which  he  was  interested,  and  in  support  of  the  cause  which 
he  had  espoused;  never  domineering,  but  persuasive  and  con- 
ciliating; avoiding  personal  antagonisms  he  skilfully  laid  his 
course  between  contending  factions  and  reached  the  goal 
while  others  were  wrangling  by  the  way.  Conservative  in  all 
his  views  and  sometimes  considered  so  almost  t)  a  fault,  he 
he  was  always  a  safe  leader  in  public  affairs  and  reliable  as  a 
personal  adviser. 


Joel  Parker  was,  beyond  dispute,  the  foremost  man  of  his 
generation  in  his  town  and  county,  and  in  his  State,  in  all 
those  qualities  that  go  to  make  a  man  useful  to  and  beloved 
by  his  fellow-men.  He  enjoyed,  as  no  other  man  of  his  day, 
the  entire  confidence  of  the  people  at  large,  without  respect 
to  party  lines.  In  his  public  life,  and  in  the  administration 
of  public  affairs,  he  fully  justified  this  regard,  and  no  act  of 
his  can  be  adduced  that  is  not  in  entire  harmony  with  his 
professions  of  public  duty.  In  his  private  life  he  was  pure 
and  above  reproach.  He  had  the  imperfections  common  to 
humanity,  but  none  that  lessened  him  in  the  estimation  of 
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lion orable  men.  He  was  industrious  in  his  private  calling, 
and  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties.  He  labored  hard 
during  the  whole  of  his  long  life,  rising  early  and  sitting  up 
late.  Few  men  of  his  day,  professional  or  other,  worked 
more  hours  or  endured  more  fatigue  than  he,  and  to  this 
fact,  as  much  as  to  the  qualities  of  his  head  and  heart,  is  his 
success  in  life  to  be  largely  attributed.  He  was  not  wealthy, 
but  he  always  gave  liberally  according  to  his  means  to  public 
enterprises  and  public  and  private  charities.  Of  a  sympa- 
thetic nature,  his  heart  and  his  purse  were  ever  open  to 
relieve  the  distresses  of  the  deserving  poor,  and  it  may  truly  be 
said  of  him  that  he  never  turned  any  empty  away.  He  filled 
a  large  place  in  the  affections  of  the  people,  who  recognized 
him  as  their  friend,  and  in  the  affairs  of  the  public,  and  in 
this  regard  he  will  have  no  successor  in  this  generation.  He 
had  fully  rounded  out  his  life,  and  the  messenger  of  death 
found  him  at  his  post,  at  work  almost  to  the  last  moment  of 
his  existence.  He  was  not  a  brilliant  man,  as  the  world 
reckons  it,  but  he  was  a  great  man,  broad,  liberal,  conscien- 
tious, faithful  and  true,  and  so  he  will  be  rated  on  the  pages 
of  history  in  the  generations  to  come. 

"  Strong,  'raid  the  perils  that  beset  his  time, 
Strong,  in  the  chair  of  State  he  honored  long, 
Strong,  in  devotion  to  his  home  and  friends, 
Wherever  fortune  found  or  placed  him,  strong. 

"  Kind,  with  a  kindness  words  cannot  express, 
Kind,  with  a  sweetness  born  of  noble  mind, 
Kind,  let  the  tear-drop  pathos  started,  speak ; 
To  youth  and  age,  to  poor  and  sorrowing,  kind. 

"  Great,  in  the  virtues  that  adorned  his  life. 
Great,  in  the  annals  of  his  native  State, 
Great,  in  his  fearless  championship  of  right, 
In  every  trust  and  station,  truly  great."* 

When  he  died  his  fellow  citizens  throughout  the  State— all 
ranks  and  conditions  of  men — alike  pressed  forward  to  lay 


*  Frank  P.  McDermott,  Freehold,  in  the  Monmouth  Democrat,  Jan.  18,  1SS8. 
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their  tribute  of  affection  and  regard  upon  his  bier.  The  Gover- 
nor issued  a  proclamation  reciting  the  eminent  services  he  had 
rendered  the  State,  and  caused  public  honors  to  be  paid  to 
his  memory;  the  business  of  the  courts  was  suspended  while 
eulogies  were  pronounced  and  resolutions  of  respect  and  con- 
dolence were  placed  upon  their  records;  organizations,  public 
and  social,  vied  with  each  other  in  manifestations  of  friend- 
ship and  esteem,  and  the  press  united  in  one  common  expres- 
sion of  high  appreciation  of  his  life  and  public  services. 

And  so   we   committed   his  body   to  the  dust,  and  com- 
mended his  soul  to  the  God  who  gave  it. 
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Princeton,  N".  J.,  September  28,  1888. 
A  special  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  this  day,  in  the 
hall  of  the  University  Hotel,  pursuant  to  invitation  extended 
to  the  Society  at  the  May  meeting.  The  President,  the  Rev. 
Samuel  M.Hamill,  D.  D.,  occupied  the  chair.  Dr.  Samuel 
H.  Pennington,  Vice-President,  also  occupied  a  seat  on  the 
platform.  The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  James  McCosh,  ex-President  of  the  College  of  New  Jer- 
sey, after  which  the  minutes  of  the  May  meeting  were  read 
and  approved. 

Dr.  Hamill  delivered  the  following  opening  address  : 

president's  opening  address. 

We  meet  to-day  on  historic  ground.  The  pivot  on  which 
our  struggle  for  national  life  turned,  more  than  a  century  ago. 
was  in  this  vicinity.  The  important  battles  of  Trenton  and 
Princeton,  which  were  fought  under  the  most  trying  circum- 
stances, broke  the  spinal  column  of  British  control  and 
oppression,  inspired  the  colonies  with  hope,  and  nerved  the 
arm  of  the  infant  Republic.  It  was  on  the  battle  Held  of 
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Princeton  that  the  life  of  the  Father  of  his  country,  (accord- 
ing to  his  own  statement  made  to  Col.  Trumbull)  was  in 
greater  jeopardy  than  at  any  period  during  the  Kevolution- 
ary  conflict.  The  bold  action  of  Gen.  Washington  at  that 
time,  when  Gen.  Mercer  fell,  was  a  most  remarkable  instance, 
where  a  great  commander,  by  his  courage  and  determination, 
and  dash  and  daring,  cheered  on  his  faltering  battalions  and 
led  them  to  victory  when  our  independence  seemed  to  be 
trembling  in  the  balance.  May  the  proposed  monument  to 
be  erected  in  commemoration  of  the  occasion,  rise  high  to  tell 
to  future  generations  the  story  of  that  eventful  day. 

Nor  is  it  without  feelings  of  gratulation,  on  this  spot,  I  call 
to  mind  the  fact,  that  among  the  brave  young  men  from 
Pennsylvania,  who  crossed  the  Delaware  Avith  Washington, 
to  capture  the  Hessians  and  relieve  Princeton  and  save  the 
country,  was  a  lad  of  nineteen  winters*  (my  own  maternal 
grandfather),  whose  patriotic  heart  led  him  to  leave  his 
father's  farm,  a  quiet,  peaceful  home,  to  shoulder  his  musket 
and  strike  for  freedom.  Pardon  the  allusion,  but  when  1 
recur  to  the  days  when  the  venerable  patriot,  more  than  three 
score  years  ago,  thrilled  our  youthful  hearts  with  tales  of  the 
battles  of  Trenton,  Princeton,  Germantown  and  Monmouth, 
in  which  he  bore  a  part,  I  am  ready  to  exclaim,  "Ye  scenes 
of  my  childhood,  how  soon  have  we  parted." 

In  carrying  through  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
Princeton  bore  a  prominent  part.  The  eloquent  appeals  of 
Dr.  Witherspoon  and  the  wisdom  of  Richard  Stockton  did 
much  to  secure  the  adoption  of  that  unrivaled  instrument, 
which  gavel  iberty  to  the  land.  It  was  an  overruling  Provi- 
dence that  suspended  for  a  time,  the  work  of  the  College  of 
New  Jersey,  that  its  able  President  might  devote  himself  to 
the  interests  of  the  country  as  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  in  which  he  greatly  distinguished  himself  and  was 
continued  for  seven  years. 


*  Andrew  Todd,  of  the  Trappe,  Montgomery  County,  Pa.  He  was  the  youngest 
of  seven  brothers,  of  whom  several  were  in  the  Continental  army.  Of  these,  two 
settled  in  Kentucky  after  the  war,  one  of  whom  was  the  grandfather  of  the  wife 
of  President  Lincoln. 
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In  the  United  States  Senate  the  sons  of  Princeton  have 
done  honor  to  New  Jersey.  She  gave  to  that  great  body 
Richard  and  Robert  and  John  P.  Stockton,  John  R.  Thomp- 
son and  Richard  Field,  Senator es  illustriasimi  omnes. 

The  College  of  New  Jersey  trained  for  the  Presidential 
chair  one  of  its  most  accomplished  occupants  in  the  person 
of  James  Madison,  twice  elected  to  the  Presidency,  and  to  fill 
the  Vice-Presidency  the  learned  and  courtly  counsellor, 
George  M.  Dallas.  History,  too,  records  the  name  of  Aaron 
Burr,  while  from  her  stately  halls  many  have  gone  to  fill 
cabinet  offices  and  places  of  high  position  and  responsibility 
in  the  counsels  of  the  nation. 

This  State  is  also  largely  her  debtor  for  the  skillful  training 
of  able  and  learned  men  who  have  made  her  laws,  controlled 
her  legislation,  adorned  her  judiciary  and  performed  the 
responsible  duties  of  chief  magistrate'.  Our  present  excellent 
and  efficient  Governor  was  born  on  Princeton  soil,  ^o  fruitful 
in  great  men.  Princeton  gave  him  the  training  that  made 
him  our  chief  executive  officer,  as  well  as  an  able  Represen- 
tative in  Congress.  Nor  do  we  forget  that  she  gave  us  another 
noble  Governor,  in  whose  election  we  rejoiced  in  a  most 
important  crisis  at  the  beginning  of  the  painful  war  of  the 
rebellion.  Charles  S.  Olden  was  a  blessed  boon  to  the  State 
and  the  country  at  that  period.  He  largely  shaped  the  policy 
of  New  Jersey  in  that  terrific  struggle  for  the  protection  of 
the  Government  and  the  life  of  the  nation. 

Princeton  is  strong  in  her  illustrious  dead  and  in  her 
distinguished  living  men.  The  former  gave  her  prestige,  the 
latter  give  life. 

Her  honored  line  of  Presidents  of  the  College,  from 
Jonathan  Dickinson  to  the  able  and  successful  ex-President 
Dr.  McCosh,  also  the  present  accomplished,  well  furnished 
and  learned  incumbent,  whom  we  are  pleased  to  meet  to-day, 
constitute  a  brilliant  company  of  men  of  the  first  water,  stars 
of  the  first  magnitude ;  while  the  grand  array  of  Professors 
and  Teachers  that  have  so  faithfully  trained  the  youth  who 
have  been  sent  forth  from  her  attractive  classic  homes,  to 
beautify  and  bless  the  world,  have  given  tone  and  strength 
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and  character  to  this  ancient  seat  of  learning.  Wealth  and 
wisdom  have  generously  combined  to  pour  in  their  treasures, 
to  extend  its  sphere  of  usefulness,  elevate  its  standard, 
enlarge  the  field  of  its  scientific  investigation  and  make 
broader  and  stronger  its  firm  foundations. 

Princeton's  School  of  Theology,  celebrated  at  home  and 
abroad,  has  sent  out  a  host  of  learned  and  able  men,  whose 
writings  and  voices  have  been  read  and  heard  throughout  the 
land  on  every  continent  and  on  every  distant  heathen  shore, 
preaching  a  pure  Gospel  and  proclaiming  the  tidings  of  salva- 
tion through  Christ. 

Who  shall  set  bounds  to  the  career  of  Princeton  ?  Who 
shall  limit  the  extent  of  her  influence  for  good  ?  There  are 
those  who  outnumber  her ;  but  in  learning,  in  art,  in  litera- 
ture, science,  true  philosophy  and  sound  theology,  where  is 
her  superior  ?  "Her  line  has  gone  out  through  all  the  earth 
and  her  words  to  the  end  of  the  world." 

I  am  reminded  of  the  fact  that  when  the  suggestion  was 
made  to  organize  a  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Princeton 
warmly  favored  the  movement.  Dr.  Archibald  Alexander, 
Dr.  Samuel  Miller,  Dr.  Charles  Hodge,  President  Carnahan, 
Dr.  John  Maclean,  George  T.  Olmstead  and  Judge  Field  are 
recorded  among  the  original  members  of  the  Society.  Eev. 
Dr.  Alexander  in  a  letter  said  that  his  only  regret  was  that 
the  movement  had  not  been  made  a  century  before.  Eev.  Dr. 
Miller  delivered  one  of  the  earliest  addresses  before  the 
Society.  Eev.  Dr.  Carnahan  read  two  valuable  papers  on  the 
Whiskey  Insurrection  of  Western  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  Maclean 
was  a  frequent  attendant  at  the  meetings.  Judge  Field  was 
rarely  absent  and  was  for  several  years  our  honored  and 
efficient  President.  The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  is 
pleased  to  have  the  hearty  co-operation  of  Princeton  in  the 
great  work  in  which  it  is  engaged.  The  history  of  Princeton, 
her  statesmen,  her  scholars,  her  noble  institutions  of  learning, 
her  extensive  and  valuable  libraries,  her  magnificent  edifices 
and  her  charming  classic  domain  constitute  a  most  important 
part  of  the  history  of  the  State. 

The  rooms  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  in  Newark 
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are  filled  with  valuable  historic  material,  the  accumulations 
of  three  and  forty  years,  connected  with  the  history  of  the 
State  from  its  early  and  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  periods 
to  the  present  time.  The  excellent  and  faithful  Librarian  is 
ever  ready  to  accommodate  those  who  seek  information  in 
that  direction. 

When  your  polite  invitation  came  to  meet  in  Princeton,  it 
was  most  cordially  received  and  accepted,  and  we  are  here 
accordingly  to  enjoy  with  you  the  pleasure  and  instruction 
and  festivities  of  the  day  in  this  commodious  hall  and  on 
these  historic  and  classic  grounds. 


A  cordial  welcome  was  extended  to  the  Society  by  the  Rev. 
Francis  Patton,  D.  D.,  President  of  the  College  of  New 
Jersey,  who  spoke  in  a  most  interesting  manner  regarding 
the  objects  and  duties  of  historical  societies. 

John  F.  Hageman,  Esq.,  reported  in  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  at  the  May  meeting  of  the  Society,  that  the 
College  authorities  had  provided  every  arrangement  for  the 
comfort  of  the  Society  at  this  meeting. 

Dr.  Wickes,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  read  a  circular 
suggesting  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  to  enlist  his  co-operation  in  the 
proposed  centennial  celebration  of  the  inauguration  of 
Washington  as  the  first  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
on  motion,  the  President  was  authorized  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  three  for  that  purpose. 

The  Librarian  reported  the  addition  of  several  hundred 
pamphlets  and  many  bound  volumes  since  the  last  meeting, 
and  the  Hon.  George  A.  Halsey,  Chairman  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  reported  progress  toward  the  erection  of  a 
new  building  for  the  Society,  at  Newark. 

Dr.  McCosh  made  some  interesting  remarks  on  the  great 
history  of  New  Jersey,  which  well  deserved  the  most  xealous 
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efforts  of  a  Society  like  this  to  preserve  it  and  publish  it  to 
the  world.  He  also  presented  to  the  Society  a  copy  of  his 
farewell  address  as  President  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey, 
reviewing  its  twenty  years  of  progress  during  his  incumbency. 

The  following  members  were  elected: 

RESIDENT   MEMBERS 

Elected  September  28,   1888. 

William  N.  Barringer,          -  Newark 

Thomas  G.  Brown, Newark 

Wilberforce  Ereeman,            -  Orange 

Edward  Kanouse, Newark 

Francis  B.  Lee,    ,    -        -        -        -        -        -  Trenton 

Prop.  William  Libbey,        -  Princeton 

John  Lindsley,         ------  Orange 

Rev.  John  Miller,      -----  Princeton 

Frederic  A.  Potts, Pittston 

Charles  G.  Rockwood,  Jr.,        -        -        -  Newark 

Prof.  William  A.  Sloane,      -        -        -  Princeton 

Rev.  William  C.  Ulyatt,            -  Princeton 

HONORARY   MEMBER. 

Mrs.  Martha  J.  Lamb,         -  New  York 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess,  to  partake  of  a  handsome 
luncheon  provided  by  the  College. 

On  re-assembling,  Mr.  Hageman  presented  to  the  Society, 
on  behalf  of  Miss  Julia  Smith,  of  Princeton,  a  number  of  in- 
te  resting  old  newspapers  and  volumes;  also  a  Hessian  sword, 
in  a  perfect  state  of  preservation,  which  was  picked  up  on 
the  battle  field  at  Trenton,  on  December  26,  1776,  by  her 
grandfather.  He  also  presented  to  the  Society  an  Inaugural 
Oration  "On  the  Practice  and  Importance  of  the  Mathe- 
matical Sciences,"  delivered  at  Princeton,  1788,  by  Walter 
Minto,  LL.  D.  ;  a  passport  issued  to  Prof.  Minto,  by  Sir  Wil- 
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liam  Hamilton,  British  Minister  at  Naples,  1778;  also,  arti- 
cles of  apprenticeship  of  Agur-Tredwell  Furman,  of  Maiden- 
head (now  Lawrenceville)  to  William  Churchill  Houston, 
August  18,  1784;  also,  a  twenty-shilling  note,  New  Jersey 
currency. 

Major  George  B.  Halstead  presented  a  fine  photograph 
of  the  statue  of  Richard  Stockton,  recently  placed  in  the 
Capitol  at  Washington. 

Dr.  Joseph  Parrish,  of  Burlington,  sent  a  fac-simile  of 
the  signature  of  John  Woolman,  the  famous  Friend,  of 
Burlington. 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  were  formally  voted  to  the  above 
contributors  respectively. 

Mrs.  Frederick  H.  Pierson,  of  Elizabeth,  then  read  a 
paper  on  "Mrs.  Martha  J.  Lamb,  the  editor  of  the  Magazine 
of  American  History,"  which  was  listened  to  with  great 
interest,  and  elicited  complimentary  remarks  on  the  author 
and  the  subject  of  the  paper,  by  Messrs.  John  F.  Hageman, 
Wm.  Nelson  and  J.  C.  Pumpelly.  Mrs.  Pierson  was  thanked 
for  her  paper,  and  a  copy  was  requested  for  publication. 

Dr.  Stephen  Wickes  read  a  sketch  of  Rev.  Jedediah 
Buckingham,  a  clergyman  at  the  Newark  Mountains,  in  the 
last  century,  of  whom  little  was  known.  Dr.  Wickes  re- 
ceived a  vote  of  thanks  for  his  paper,  and  was  requested  to 
furnish  a  copy  for  publication. 

A  paper  on  "  The  French  Allies  during  the  Revolution  "  had 
been  expected  from  Mr.  J.  C.  Pumpelly,  but  he  stated  that 
what  he  had  prepared  was  merely  preliminary  to  a  fuller 
paper,  and  on  motion,  he  was  excused  from  reading  it,  on 
condition  that  he  present  his  completed  paper  at  a  subsequent 
meeting  of  the  Society. 

Prof.  Henry  C.  Cameron,  of  Princeton,  gave  an  imprompl  u 
address  on  the  Battle   of   Princeton,  full  of   vivid   descrip- 
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tions  of  scenes  and  incidents  of  that  memorable  fight,  which 
elicited  hearty  applause,  and  was  followed  by  remarks  by 
Messrs.  Hageman  and  Nelson,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mott  and  Major 
Halstead. 

Mr.  Nelson  submitted  the  following,  which  was  adopted 
by  a  rising  vote: 

Resolved,  That  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  desires  to  place  on 
record  its  cordial  appreciation  of  the  charming  courtesy  and  the  generous 
hospitality  of  the  Faculty  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  in  welcoming  to 
its  historic  halls  this  day  this  Society  and  its  friends,  and  providing  so 
bountifully  for  them.  We  rejoice  in  the  countless  evidences  which  we 
have  witnessed  of  the  prosperity  and  progress  of  the  College,  and  trust 
that  to-day's  experience  will  bring  into  closer  relations  these  two  institu- 
tions, which  have  so  much  in  common  in  the  higher  education  of  the 
people. 

Prof.  Arthuk  L.  Frothingham  of  Princeton  read  from  a 
recent  number  of  the  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society,  an  extract 
from  a  work  written  by  the  Nestorian  Bishop  of  Odessa,  in  the 
year  A.  D.,  708,  in  which  he  speaks  of  an  unknown  continent 
lying  in  front  of  Spain.  In  this  connection  Prof.  Frothing- 
ham  remarked  that  a  late  number  of  a  German  periodical  gave 
a  number  of  extracts  from  very  early  writers,  which  appeared 
to  refer  to  the  then  unknown  Western  continent.  He  went 
on  to  say  that  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  centuries  the  Nestorians 
sent  out  large  colonies  of  Syrians  to  Farther  India,  China 
and  Japan,  which  brought  Syria  into  close  relations  with 
those  countries,  and  the  supposition  was  that  at  that  time  the 
existence  of  the  Western  continent  was  well  known  to  both 
China  and  Japan,  whence  naturally  a  knowledge  of  it  would 
be  communicated  to  Syria.  Many  thousands,  and  perhaps 
millions,  of  Chinese  were  converted  to  Christianity  during 
these  early  centuries,  and  the  Christian  religion  was  recog- 
nized at  the  Chinese  court.  A  bi-lingual  inscription  in 
Chinese  and  Syriac,  of  the  year  788;,  had  been  recently  found 
in  China,  which  speaks  of  the  articles  of  faith  of  the  Nesto- 
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rians.  He  thought  a  collection  of  Oriental  inscriptions  on 
this  subject  of  the  existence  of  a  Western  continent  would  be 
more  important  than  the  citations  from  the  records  of  the 
Northmen. 

After  remarks  by  the  Rev.  John  Miller  and  Mr.  Nelson, 
a  motion  by  Mr.  Hageman  was  adopted,  that  Prof.  Frothing- 
ham  be  requested  to  prepare  a  paper  on  this  subject,  which, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Miller,  should  also  contain  a  review 
of  the  whole  subject  of  the  pre-Columbian  discovery  of 
America. 

The  Society  then  adjourned. 


The  First  Minister  of  Orange,  N.  J 

1718. 
BY  STEPHEN  WICKES,    M.    D. 


Read  at  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Society,  at  Prince- 
ton, September  28,  1888. 


The  First  Minister  of  Orange,  N.  J.,  1718. 

BY  STEPHEN  WICKES,  M.  D. 


Introduction. — The  name  of  Rev.  Jedidiah  Buckingham, 
of  the  Newark  Mountains,  has  been  lost  to  the  ecclesiastical 
annals  of  East  Jersey.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  brief 
notices  of  him  in  Macwhorter's  Century  Sermon  and  in 
Stearns'  History  of  the  Newark  Church,  his  name  does 
not  appear.  Hoyt,  in  his  History  of  the  Mountain  Society, 
makes  no  mention  of  its  first  minister.  To  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  a  young  and  ardent  minister  of  the  Gospel,  of 
distinguished  New  England  ancestry,  cut  off  in  the  early 
years  of  his  ministry,  and  to  add  a  new  chapter  to  the 
initial  history  of  the  first  church  of  the  Oranges,  now  one 
of  the  largest  in  the  Synod  of  New  Jersey,  is  the  purpose 
of  this  paper. 


The  First  Church  of  Newark  was  an  ecclesiastical  body 
when  it  came  to  New  Jersey  in  1667.  It  was  made  up  of 
the  churches  of  Milford,  Guilford  and  Branford,  of  the 
Connecticut  Colony,  with  their  pastor,  Rev.  Abraham  Pier- 
son.  They  were  New  England  Congregationalists  with 
Puritan  Presbyterian  traditions. 

The  patent  from  the  Lords  Proprietors  to  the  township  of 
Newark  embraced  the  territory  now  occupied  by  the  towns  of 
Bloomfield  and  Montclair,  Clinton  and  the  Oranges,  includ- 
ing the  city  of  Newark  ;  and  from  the  Passaic  to  the  mount- 
ain, estimated  in  all  at  about  50,000  acres,  about  seven  miles 
long  and  four  and  a  half  miles  wide.  The  meeting-house 
which  was  soon  built  in  the  midst  of  the  first  home  lots  at 
the  river,  was  the  place  of  assemblage  for  the  worship  of  God 
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for  the  whole  township  for  fifty  years.  During  these  years 
the  inviting  mountain  region  was  attracting  settlers.  We  do 
not  know  when  the  town  at  the  river  began  to  furnish  them  ; 
probably  very  soon,  as  in  fifteen  years  there  was  a  population 
at  the  mountain  west  of  Newark  which  called  for  the  survey, 
by  the  town,  of  highways  for  its  use  and  an  increased  acre- 
age for  cultivation.  In  1681  surveyors  were  chosen  by  the 
town  to  lay  out  the  former,  and  provision  was  made  for  the 
latter  by  a  new  division  of  lands. 

In  about  thirty-five  years  after  the  town  action  of  1681, 
the  mountain  west  of  Newark  from  two  miles  north  of 
Bloomfield  to  the  Elizabeth  town  line  south,  was  occupied 
by  a  thriving  people.  Successful  as  they  were  in  their 
worldly  affairs,  they  did  not  forget  the  House  of  God — 
the  meeting-house  at  the  river.  The  township  planters 
gave  it  their  cordial  Christian  sympathy  and  material  aid, 
and  this,  too,  notwithstanding  the  remoteness  of  their 
homes,  the  imperfect  roads,  the  exposures  to  weather,  and 
the  inconvenient  modes  of  travel.  That  these  facts  begat 
in  them  a  desire  for  a  more  adequate  provision  for  their 
religious  needs,  cannot  be  doubted.  This  was  fostered  by 
that  sense  of  independence  which  is  always  associated  with 
worldly  success. 

During  these  years  a  new  condition  was  being  wrought 
out  in  the  old  congregation.  After  the  formation  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Philadelphia  in  1706,  the  current  of  opinion 
in  the  Congregational  churches  in  Bast  Jersey  was  favor- 
able towards  the  Presbyterian  order.  The  church  at  New- 
ark was  divided.  The  people  at  the  river  favored  Presbytery. 
Stearns,  in  his  History  of  the  First  Church,  says:  "The 
way  for  a  change  had  been  opening  from  the  very  first  intro- 
duction of  the  Presbyterian  polity  in  this  region.  Scotch 
families  and,  probably,  with  decided  Scotch  predilections, 
formed  a  part  of  the  population  of  Newark  before  the  close 
of  the  Seventeenth  Century  and  were  intermingled  exten- 
sively by  marriages  with  the  families  of  the  first  settlers. 
*  *  *  Makemie,  the  father  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  America,  had  friends  and  partisans  in  Newark   when  he 
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first  visited  this  part  of  the  country  in  1708."  The  planters 
of  the  township  being  in  a  great  degree  removed  from  the 
influences  of  which  Dr.  Stearns  writes,  cherished  their  old 
Congregational  traditions,  and  as  it  will  appear  were  a  unit 
in  their  adherence  to  the  Congregational  order. 

The  questions  of  difference  in  the  parish  were  brought  to 
the  surface  by  the  death  of  Rev.  Mr.  Bowers,  the  fifth  pastor 
of  the  church,  in  August,  17 IB.  This  occurred  about  the 
time  of  the  formation  of  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia. 

The  first  measure  taken  by  the  parish  toward  providing  for 
another  pastor,  was  an  invitation  to  Rev.  Jedidiah  Bucking- 
ham, a  native  of  Say  brook,  Conn.,  to  supply  the  pulpit  as  a 
candidate  for  settlement.  He  came  to  Newark  and  minis- 
tered to  the  church  during  the  last  months  of  1716  and  the 
earlier  months  of  1717.  Macwhorter,  in  his  Century  Ser- 
mon, says  of  him  :  "  Warm  disputes  arose  in  the  congrega- 
tion concerning  him,  some  being  his  zealous  friends  and 
others  his  more  zealous  opponents."  Stearns,  when  trying 
to  fix  the  date  when  the  Newark  Church  united  with  Presby- 
tery, remarks:  "The  incipient  steps  toward  it  may  have 
been  taken  during  the  contentions  about  Mr.  Buckingham." 
It  would  thus  appear  that  during  the  ministrations  of  the 
latter,  two  opposing  elements  were  crystalizing,  each  into  its 
chosen  form  of  ecclesiastical  polity. 

The  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Buckingham  from  the  Newark 
pulpit  was  nearly  co-incident  with  the  event  named  by 
Azariah  Crane  and  Edward  Ball,  recorded  in  the  Newark 
town-book  and  quoted  by  Stearns,  that  "In  or  about  the 
year  1718  the  inhabitants  (of  the  mountain)  having  become 
somewhat  numerous,  formed  a  distinct  religious  organization 
which  was  known  at  first  as  the  Mountain  Society  and  after- 
wards as  the  Second  Church  of  Newark.  It  is  now  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Orange."  In  December  of  that 
year,  1718,  Mr.  Webb  was  engaged  for  three-fourths  of  a 
year  on  trial,  and  when  that  term  had  expired  was  continued 
as  pastor.  Macwhorter  says  that  "  Mr.  Buckingham  created 
great  divisions  among  the  people,"  and  further  says  of  Mr. 
Webb  that  "he  was  settled  with  great  unanimity  and  for 
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some  years  there  was  much  tranquility  and  comfort  in  the 
town."  Unanimity  in  settling  Mr.  Webb,  as  testified  to  by 
Macwhorter,  seems  to  verify  the  statement  of  Stearns  that 
before  Mr.  Webb  was  invited  as  a  probationer  for  the  pastor- 
ate, the  people  of  the  township  had  withdrawn  and  had 
formed  a  society  at  the  mountain.  A  MS.  "  History  of  the 
churches  in  Newark  and  Mountain  Society  to  1783,"  recently 
found  among  the  papers  of  Dr.  Hillyer,  the  author  of  which 
does  not  appear,  but  evidently  written  in  the  last  century, 
says  :  "Many  of  the  inhabitants  settled  at  the  mountain, 
and  in  or  about  1718  broke  off  from  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  and  formed  themselves  into  a  distinct  society."  That 
no  feeling  of  cordiality  toward  the  Society  was  cherished 
by  the  old  Church,  would  appear  from  the  record  of  this  old 
manuscript,  which  states  that  "the  congregation  in  the  body 
of  the  town  conformed  to  Presbyterianism,  but  the  Mount- 
ain Society  for  many  years  afterward  adhered  to  the  old 
tenets  of  independency,  or  Congregationalism,  which  the 
Presbyterian  minister  of  Newark,  and  others  joining  him, 
looked  upon  so  differently  from  their  principles  and  form  of 
church  government,  that  they  absolutely  refused  to  ordain  a 
minister  for  them,  and  they  were  obliged  to  go  to  New 
England  for  that  purpose,  and  not  having  a  sufficient  num- 
ber, they  were  at  last  under  the  necessity  of  making  use  of 
a  layman." 

At  the  period  of  controversy  in  the  old  church,  1716-1719, 
Rev.  John  Prudden,  who  was  its  third  pastor,  1692,  and  who 
served  the  parish  for  seven  years,  was  a  resident  of  Newark, 
quondam  mifdster,  as  he  was  styled  in  a  deed  made  to  him. 
Though  highly  esteemed,  his  pastorate  was  not  a  smooth  one 
because  of  a  diversity  of  ecclesiastical  views  between  himself 
and  his  people  ^Macwhorter).  He  continued  to  live  in  New- 
ark till  his  death  in  1725,  aged  80.  He  had  the  confidence 
of  the  people  and  preached  for  and  served  them  as  occasion 
might  require.  Two  of  nis  granddaughters,  children  of 
James  Nutman,  lived  at  the  mountain.  They  had  married, 
each,  a  settler  there.  Their  grandfather  was  a  frequent 
visitor  at  their  respective  homes,  spending  much  of  his  time 
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with  them.  He  was  possessed  of  a  considerable  estate  in 
England,  inherited  from  his  father,  Rev.  Peter  Prudden,  of 
the  New  Haven  Colony,  the  revenues  of  which  enabled  him 
to  live  in  independent  leisure.  He  was  on  the  most  cordial 
terms  with  his  former  parishioners.  A  tradition,  quite  relia- 
ble, in. the  families  to  which  he  was  allied,  that  he  was  the 
first  minister  of  the  Mountain  Society,  may  have  arisen  from 
his  frequent  services  there,  and  from  the  interest  he  may  have 
taken  in  the  formation  of  a  new  society  to  conserve  the  Con- 
gregational order.  Though  a  son  of  Peter  Prudden,  a  rigid 
Puritan  Presbyterian,  and,  before  he  was  pastor  in  Newark, 
was  himself  a  settled  minister  on  Long  Island  in  a  Presby- 
terian Church,  the  town  having  been  settled  wholly  by  Presby- 
terians, he  was  so  intensely  Congregational  in  his  views 
that  he  endeavored  to  convert  the  people  of  that  church  to 
his  system  of  church  order.  Having  by  his  efforts  to  this 
end  obtained  a  following  among  the  people,  he  addressed  a 
petition  to  Governor  Dongan  in  1688,  requesting  that,  "if  a 
considerable  number  of  the  Congregational  profession  and 
perswasion  "  should  be  desirous  that  he  should  continue  to 
be  their  minister  *  *  *  *  his  excellency  would  please 
give  approbation.  (Doc.  Hist,  of  New  York,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  195.) 
The  earnest  zeal  of  the  old  pastor  for  the  Congregational 
order,  thus  illustrated,  and  the  great  respect  in  which  his 
counsels  were  held,  we  can  readily  see,  would  intensify  the 
regrets  of  the  mountain  people  at  the  action  of  the  old 
church,  and  had  their  influence  in  prompting  to  measures 
for  the  formation  of  a  new  society.  That  such  action  was 
taken  is  a  fact  established.  Mr.  Buckingham  came  to  the 
mountain  and  ministered  to  the  wants  of  a  newly  formed 
society  in  1718.  He  had  proved  himself  acceptable  to  them 
as  a  preacher,  and  was  in  sympathy  with  them  in  their 
ecclesiastical  views.  He  remained  with  them  till  his  death. 
A  time-worn  grave-stone  in  an  ancient  burial  place  in  Nor- 
walk,  Conn.,  thus  speaks:  "Here  lyeth  the  bod)/  of  Mr. 
Jedidiah  Buckingham  late  preacher  of  the  Gospel  at  the  west 
part  of  Newark  in  East  Jersey  who  departed  this  life  March 
28  1720  zEtatis  {sua)  24." 
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Prof.  Dexter,  in  his  "  Biographies  and  Annals  of  Yale,': 
from  which  the  above  inscription  is  copied,  says  that  he  with- 
drew from  the  Old  Newark  Church  before  1718;  further,  that 
he  died  at  the  home  of  his  uncle,  Eev.  Stephen  Buckingham, 
minister  of  Norwalk,  while  on  a  visit  to  his  friends. 

Eev.  James  Hoyt  in  his  History  of  the  Mountain  Society, 
1860,  Chapter  III,  p.  58,  says:  "  There  is  a  tradition  in  the 
parish  that,  before  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Taylor,  who  was 
the  first  settled  pastor,  the  Society  had  a  minister  who  was 
drowned  with  his  son  at  Saybrook,  Conn.,  on  a  visit  to  his 
friends."  He  then  states,  by  way  of  explanation,  that  the 
tradition  relates  to  the  sudden  death,  in  1741,  of  Rev.  Joseph 
Webb  of  the  Newark  church,  which  is  a  well  authenticated 
fact.  The  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Buckingham,  a  native  of 
Saybrook,  while  on  a  visit  to  his  friends,  confirms  the  tradi- 
tion that  a  minister  served  the  Society  before  Mr.  Taylor. 
The  deaths  of  Mr.  Buckingham  and  Mr.  Webb  could  not 
have  failed  to  make  a  Jasting  impress  upon  the  memories  of 
the 'people.  They  were  marked  by  peculiar  coincidences. 
They  had  both  ministered*  to  the  same  people,  their  deaths 
were  sudden  and  unexpected;  both  died  while  on  a  visit  to 
their  friends  ;  both,  each  in  his  way,  were  identified  with 
Saybrook.  It  is  reasonable  to  infer  that,  when  the  tradition 
came  down  to  Mr.  Hoyt,  nearly  a  century  and  a  half  after- 
wards, it  was  dimmed  by  time,  and  the  events  which  gave 
origin  to  it  were  confounded. 

Eev.  Jedidiah  Buckingham  was  a  grandson  of  the  Eev. 
Thomas  Buckingham  of  Saybrook,  a  descendant  in  the  third 
generation  of  Eev.  Thomas,  the  first  Puritan  ancestor  of  the 
American  tribes  of  the  name.  He  came  to  Boston  in  1637. 
Thomas  Buckingham  (3d)  was  a  minister  at  Saybrook,  and 
one  of  the  pillars  of  the  church  in  the  Connecticut  Colony. 


*  Mr.  Webb  was  dismissed  by  Presbytery  from  the  Newark  Church  in  1736.  On 
October  20,  1741,  five  years  after  his  dismission,  while  visiting  his  friends  in  Con- 
necticut, while  crossing  the  ferry  between  Saybrook  and  Lynn,  he  and  his  only 
child,  an  undergraduate  in  college,  were  drowned.  (Dexter's  Annals.)  Hoyt,  in 
a  note,  gives  aa  extract  from  the  Boston  Gazette  and  Weekly  Journal  of  October 
27, 1711,  giving  an  account  of  the  disaster,  in  which  Mr.  Webb  is  spoken  of  as  "of 
New  Haven." 
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He  was  a  trustee  of  the  college  there,  under  whose  direction 
it  seemed  to  be  placed.  He  was  a  delegate  from  the  New 
London  Council  and  one  of  the  Moderators  of  the  conven- 
tion which  adopted  the  Saybrook  Platform  in  1708.  He  had 
three  sons  :  Stephen  was  a  minister  at  Norwalk,  Conn. ;  also 
Thomas,  who  lived  at  Saybrook,  where  he  died  in  1739.  He 
was  the  father  of  Rev.  Jedidiah  Buckingham,  who  was  born 
in  Saybrook  in  1696.  He  studied  at  the  college  there,  after- 
wards Yale,  graduated  in  1714,  and  came  to  Newark  in  1716, 
after  completing  his  course  of  theological  study.  He  married 
Mary  Haynes  of  the  Connecticut  Colony  early  in  1719,  while 
he  was  serving  the  Society  at  the  Newark  mountain.  A  son, 
the  issue  of  the  marriage  union,  was  born  at  Newark,  Octo- 
ber 14,  1719.  His  uncle  Stephen,  who  was  at  Norwalk, 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker,  son  of 
Thomas  (1),  and  Mary,  eldest  daughter  of  Capt.  Thomas 
Willet,  first  English  Mayor  of  New  York.  After  the  death 
of  Samuel  Hooker,  his  widow  Mary  (Willett)  married  (3), 
when  67  years  old,  Rev.  Thomas  Buckingham,  of  Saybrook, 
August  10,  1703,  and  upon  his  death  in  1709,  she  removed 
to  Norwalk  and  made  her  home  with  Rev.  Stephen  Bucking- 
ham, who  was  to  her  both  son-in-law  and  stepson.  She 
resided  with  him  till  her  death.  Her  grave  is  in  Norwalk: 
"Here  lies  the  body  of  Mrs.  Mary  Buckingham,  aged  77 
years.  Died  June  24th,  1712." — Neio  York  Gen.  and 
Biograph.  Record,  ~by  Lieut.  Ed.  Hooker,  U.  8.  N. 

Rev.  Jedidiah  Buckingham  disposed  of  his  property  by 
will  dated  March  24th,  1720,  four  days  before  his  death. 
"By  the  Providence  of  God  being  cast  among  friends  at 
Norwalk  very  sick  and  weak,"  he  gives  "to  wife  Mary," 
"  all  his  moveable  estate  which  he  had  with  her  and  £5  of 
the  £20  that  I  paid  my  brother."  Gives  the  rest  to  his  son 
William  when  he  becomes  of  age,  his  wife  "to  have  the  use 
of  it  and  of  his  books  till  then."  He  appointed  his  brother 
Samuel,  of  Lebanon,  Conn.,  sole  executor — estate  inventoried, 
£397,  19s.,  Od. 

William,  son  of  Jedidiah  and  Mary  Haynes  Buckingham, 
born  in  Newark,   1719,  married  Rebecca  Clark,    May  22d, 
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1746.  He  resided  for  a  time  after  marriage  in  Lebanon, 
Conn.;  removed  to  Chesterfield,  Mass.,  1774.  He,  and  his 
wife  also,  lived  to  old  age.  Had  issue,  sons  Jedidiah, 
Samuel,  and  perhaps  others. — Buckingham  Family,  Savage's 
Geneal.  Annals  of  Yale. 

The  Mountain  Society  having  taken  organic  form  in  1718, 
its  subsequent  measures  as  an  established  society  were  in 
logical  sequence.  In  the  first  days  of  January,  1719-20,  a 
purchase  was  made  of  a  glebe  of  twenty  acres  of  Thomas 
Gardner.  The  grant  was  to  trustees  named,  and  "the 
Society  associated  with  them  at  the  mountain."  In  the 
next,  perhaps  the  same  year,  a  lot  was  selected,  being  on 
ground  common  to  the  town,  on  which  a  house  of  worship 
was  built  in  1720. 

Under  the  fostering  care  of  Mr.  Buckingham,  the  Society 
had  become  consolidated  as  a  religious  body  and  was  in  a 
condition  to  settle  a  pastor.  It  does  not  appear  from  the 
sketch  we  have  given  of  Mr.  Buckingham  that  he  withdrew 
from  his  ministry  at  the  Mountain.  He  ceased  his  life- 
work  suddenly  while  visiting  his  family  relations  at  a  town 
easy  of  access,  and  in  the  opening  of  that  season  of  the  year 
which  invites  recreation.  We  do  not  know  whether  his  un- 
expected decease  thwarted  the  purpose  of  the  people  to  make 
him  their  pastor.  We  do  know  that  soon  after  his  death 
Dexter  says,  "in  1721,  or  earlier"  the  Kev.  Daniel  Taylor 
was  settled  as  the  first  pastor  of  the  Mountain  Society,  and 
that  he  served  the  church  through  an  honored  and  useful 
pastorate  of  about  twenty-eight  years. 


Martha  J.  Lamb,  the  Historian 

BY  MES.  FREDERICK  H.   PIERSON. 


Read  at  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Society,  at  Prince- 
ton,  September  28,  1888. 


Martha  J.  Lamb,  the  Historian. 

BY   MRS.    FREDERICK   H.   PIERSON. 


It  is  the  pardonable  ambition  of  a  tuornan  member  of  the 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  your 
honorable  body,  the  work  of  a  woman  who  has  earned  for 
herself  a  worthy  place  among  the  historians  of  the  age,  and 
whose  name  has  been  presented  to  you  to-day  for  the  dis- 
tinction of  an  election  as  honorary  member  of  this  Society. 
In  conferring  this  honor  upon  Mrs.  Martha  J.  Lamb  the 
Society  honors  itself,  and  admits  to  its  ranks  one  whom  high 
authority  allows  to  be  the  foremost  woman  author  and 
journalist  of  our  day — the  first  in  rank  for  the  quality  and 
permanence  of  her  work.  If  I  read  correctly  between  the 
lines  of  our  constitution  it  is  the  province  of  such  a  Society, 
not  only  to  preserve  and  disseminate  historical  facts,  but  to 
encourage  and  make  historians.  If  it  find  such  among  the 
ranks  of  the  ivomen  writers  of  the  day,  is  it  not  a  just  and 
graceful  action  in  such  a  body  to  recognize  able  and  conscien- 
tious work  ?  This  Society  will  not  be  the  first  in  electing 
Mrs.  Lamb  to  honorary  membership,  for  she  has  been  the 
recipient  of  honors  never  before  accorded  to  any  woman. 
She  has  been  .elected  to  such  a  position  in  seventeen  learned 
and  historical  societies  in  this  country  and  Europe— is  a  life 
member  of  the  American  Historical  Association,  and  has  had 
the  exceptional  tribute  paid  to  her  gifts  and  acquirements, 
of  being  made  a  Fellow  of  the  Clarendon  Historical  Society 
of  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

Martha  J.  Lamb  is  the  present  editor  of  the  Magazine  of 
American  History — a  position  important  and  responsible,  that 
s  he  has  held  and  worthily  filled  for  the  last  six  years.    "Not  a 
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magazine  (as  a  bright  writer  has  recently  said)  of  pretty  little 
rhymes,  of  delectable  love  stories  and  fashion  articles,  all  so 
dear  to  the  feminine  heart ;  bnt  a  magazine  of  hard,  solid, 
immovable  facts.  And  the  almost  phenomenal  growth  of  the 
magazine  since  her  graceful,  womanly  form  filled  the  edi- 
torial chair,  tells  very  forcibly  that  she  not  only  loves  facts, 
but  knows  perfectly  well  how  to  manage  them." 

Mrs.  Lamb  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  but  she  has  lived 
so  long  in  New  York,  and  is  so  identified  with  its  literature, 
its  society  and  its  charities,  that  this  is  her  home  in  the  fullest 
sense  of  the  word.  It  was,  however,  in  the  little  town  of 
Plainfield,  Mass.,  that  she  was  born,  her  father  being  Arvin 
Nash,  and  her  full  name  Martha  Joan  Eeade  Nash.  She  was 
the  granddaughter  of  Jacob  Nash,  a  Eevolutionary  soldier, 
and  Joan  Eeade,  whose  ancesters  came  to  America  in  the 
Mayflower.  She  comes  of  such  stock  as  she  describes  (with 
no  reference  to  her  modest  self)  in  her  article  "Historic 
Homes  on  Golden  Hills,"  a  delightful  account  of  the  old 
times,  the  old  town  and  the  old  settlers  of  Plainfield,  given 
in  the  Magazine  of  American  History,  for  March,  1887. 

Much  of  her  early  life  was  spent  in  Goshen,  Mass.,  and 
part  of  her  school  life  in  Northampton  and  Easthampton. 
A  friend  says  of  her  that  she  was  a  bright,  healthy,  whole- 
some girl,  full  of  energy,  and  with  the  utmost  faith  in  her 
own  ability  to  accomplish  any  feat.  But  she  was  in  her 
happiest  mood  when  among  the  books  of  her  father's 
library.  She,  herself,  tells  with  charming  simplicity  of  her 
introduction  to  history,  wondering  with  a  child's  simple 
eagerness,  if  the  "Scottish  Chiefs"  were  true,  and  rummaging 
about  until  she  found  an  old  musty  history  of  Scotland.  It 
was  a  yellow-paged  volume,  printed  in  the  ancient  style 
which  reveled  in  long  "s's"  and  other  eccentricities;  but 
with  a  child's  confidence  she  was  undismayed  at  the  unat- 
tractive appearance  of  the  book,  and  seating  herself  on  the 
floor,  read  steadily  from  beginning  to  end,  "to  find  out  about 
Wallace."  After  this  beginning  she  read  all  the  historical 
books  in  her  father's  library,  and  scandalized  her  family  and 
amused  her  friends  ly  innocently  trying  to  borrow  precious 
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volumes  from  the  neighbors.  A  wise  teacher  developed  a 
taste  for  mathematics,  and  her  logical  genius  made  her  the 
best  mathematical  student  of  her  class  and  school.  And 
from  such  study  she  derived  a  sense  of  proportion  and  a 
training  in  accuracy  eminently  useful  for  her  historical  work. 

Before  her  marriage  in  1852  to  Mr.  Charles  A.  Lamb,  she 
had  been  a  successful  teacher,  had  occupied  the  most  im- 
portant chair  in  a  polytechnic  institute,  and  had  been  in- 
vited to  revise  and  edit  a  mathematical  work  for  the  higher 
classes  in  polytechnic  schools.  During  her  residence  in 
Chicago,  after  her  marriage,  she  was  prominent  in  charities, 
one  of  the  founders  of  several  notable  ones  still  in  existence, 
and  in  1863  was  secretary  of  the  first  Sanitary  Fair,  the  suc- 
cess of  which  is  said  to  have  been  largely  due  to  her  executive 
ability.  In  I860  she  came  to  reside  in  New  York,  and  soon 
entered  upon  the  career  which  has  been  so  fruitful  and 
honorable. 

Mrs.  Lamb's  fine  mathematical  abilities,  to  which  we  have 
alluded,  enabled  her,  in  1879,  to  prepare  for  Harper's  the 
elaborate  paper,  translating  to  unlearned  readers  the  mysteries 
and  discoveries  of  the  Coast  Survey.  By  patient  and  careful 
study  she  mastered  the  mathematical  and  scientific  problems 
involved  in  the  subject,  and,  moreover,  brought  to  bear  upon 
it  a  bright  enthusiasm,  which  a  few  words  from  her  conclusion 
of  the  article  may  illustrate,  as  well  as  the  practical  turn  she 
gives  to  the  matter  : 

"  Indeed,  science  is  not  altogether  a  mass  of  incomprehen- 
sible and  uninviting  dullness.  That  which  has  wrought  so 
much  for  our  welfare,  deserves  to  be  more  generally  under- 
stood. It  need  no  longer  be  regarded  as  a  bugbear  of 
h  eaviness,  it  has  its  fascinations.  And  the  rising  generation 
should  be  indoctrinated  into  its  sublet ies  and  taught  to  grasp 
its  problems.  It  should  attract  the  attention  of  our  schools 
and  be  incorporated  into  every  child's  geographical  edu- 
cation." 

Her  lively  sense  of  humor,  which  is  so  manifestly  a  pari  of 
her  individuality,  may  not  be  inapt  ly  illustrated  from  the 
same  article,  where  she  enlivens  the  abstruse  details  of  the 
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subject  by  seizing  upon  one  of  the  incidents  of  the  history  of 
the  Coast  Survey's  work,  when  the  eccentric  and  very  inde- 
pendent Ferdinand  E.  Hasslar,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  was 
at  its  head.  She  says  :  "  On  one  occasion  a  committee  from 
Congress  waited  upon  him  in  his  office  to  inspect  his  work. 
Shrugging  his  shoulders  and  surveying  his  visitors  with  a  look 
of  profound  contempt,  he  exclaimed:  fYou  come  to  'spect 
my  work,  eh  ?  Vat  you  know  'bout  my  vork  ?  Vat  you 
going  to  'spect  ? '  The  gentlemen,  conscious  of  their  igno- 
rance, tried  to  smooth  his  ruffled  temper  by  an  explanation, 
which  only  made  matters  worse.  '  You  knows  notting  at  all 
about  my  vork.  How  can  you  'spect  my  vork  when  you  knows 
notting  !  Get  out  of  here,  you  in  my  vay.  Congress  be  von 
grand  vool  to  send  you  to  'spect  my  vork.  I  have  no  time 
to  vaste  with  such  as  knows  notting  vat  I  am  'bout.  Go  back 
to  Congress  and  tell  dem  vat  I  say.'  The  Committee  did 
'go  back  to  Congress '  and  report  amid  uproarious  laughter 
the  result  of  their  inspecting  interview." 

Many  of  Mrs.  Lamb's  magazine  articles  are  as  important 
and  elaborate  as  if  they  made  separate  volumes  by  themselves. 
Her  admittance  to  the  inner  precincts  of  the  State  Department 
at  Washington  is  significant  of  the  respect  paid  to  her  abilities 
there;  and  such  articles  as  "State  and  Society  in  Washing- 
ton," "The  American  Life-Saving  Service,"  and  the  like, 
are  the  outcome  of  the  material  put  at  her  disposal  in  that 
city. 

In  1883  her  "Wall  Street  in  History,"  attracted  immense 
attention,  and  her  "  Historic  Homes  of  America,"  published 
by  Appleton,  is  an  elegant  and  interesting  volume. 

While  she  is  best  known  as  an  historical  writer,  particularly 
in  her  connection  with  the  Magazine  of  American  History, 
her  miscellaneous  writing  has  been  by  no  means  unimportant; 
but  in  our  limited  time  to-day  we  must  consider  only  her 
greatest  achievement,  the  "  History  of  the  City  of  New 
York,"  a  work  so  comprehensive  and  exhaustive,  that  a  late 
writer  has  said  it  ought  to  settle  at  once  and  conclusively  the 
vexed  question  of  woman's  mental  equality  with  man.  "  It 
is  not  so  much,"  says  another,  "  that  Mrs.  Lamb  has  written 
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a  history  of  the  largest  city  in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  hut 
that  she  has  executed  her  task  with  such  fidelity,  accuracy, 
excellence  and  signal  success." 

A  Washington  paper,  commenting  on  the  notable  reception 
tendered  to  Mrs.  Lamb  by  Sorosis  at  the  completion  of  this 
work,  says:  "  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  this  woman  has 
written  the  most  complete  history  ever  published  of  any 
city  in  the  world."  And  a  Philadelphia  journal  says  of  the 
same  :  "Mrs.  Lamb  could  not,  if  she  tried,,  so  localize  her 
work,  as  to  make  it  dry  to  distant  and  strange  readers. 
It  is  a  wonderful  record,  the  whole  production.  It  would 
be  a  marvel  for  a  man,  it  is  a  miracle  for  a  woman." 

The  work  has  taken  the  highest  rank  of  any  local  history 
published  in  this  or  any  other  country.  It  received  the 
compliment  of  long  and  scholarly  reviews  from  such  writers  - 
as  Rev.  Geo.  E.  Ellis,  of  Boston,  Dr.  R.  S.  Stores,  Dr.  W.  R 
Duryee,  and  others  ;  with  comprehensive  notices  from  all  the 
leading  newspaper  reviewers.  The  history  is  the  result  of 
fifteen  years'  unremitting  and  conscientious  literary  work. 
It  is  not  a  compend  of  previous  histories,  but  a  complete 
digest  of  information  gathered  from  original  sources,  such 
as  colonial  documents,  family  genealogies,  personal  letters 
and  home  traditions.  "The  historian's  acquaintance  with 
the  European  politics  of  the  day,"  says  the  New  York  Tri- 
bune, "  which  form  the  framework,  or  rather  the  foundation 
of  her  history,  is  turned  to  excellent  account,  giving  a 
breadth  and  solidity  to  the  narrative  which  is  admirably 
blended  with  the  grace  and  dignity  of  her  style."  Patient 
and  persevering  research  shows  in  every  page,  but  combined 
with  an  easy  grace  of  literary  skill  that  makes  a  style  equal 
to  that  which  charms  us  in  Macaulay  and  Fronde.  This  is 
the  testimony  unanimously  conceded  to  the  work  by  such 
reviewers  as  we  have  named,  one  of  whom,  Dr.  Ellis,  in  the 
Boston  Transcript,  writes  as  follows  : 

"A  reader  cursorily  glancing  over  Mrs.  Lamb's  pages  and 

noting  the  running  titles,  might  infer  that  she  was  writing 

the  history  of  the  country  at  large,  in  its  public  affairs  and 

movements,  rather  than  confining  her  attention  to  the  city 
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of  New  York.  But  the  two  themes,  like  the  warp  and  woof, 
are  wrought  inseparably  together.  Out  of  all  the  wealth  of 
matter  and  subject  which  she  has  so  diligently  gathered,  Mrs. 
Lamb  seizes  felicitously  upon  the  salient  themes  for  narration 
or  description,  and  covers  her  instructive  and  brilliant  pages 
with  the  substance  of  history.  While  hardly  recognizing  the 
ridiculous  and  grotesque  associations  which  Irving  has  gath- 
ered about  the  field  of  her  soberer,  yet  not  less  animated, 
story,  she  has  well  replaced  the  fascinating  work  of  her  pre- 
decessor. For  this  great  historical  work  the  splendid  and 
prosperous  city,  whose  rise  and  growth  she  has  so  admirably 
chronicled,  owes  her  a  debt  of  gratitude  and  appreciation." 
And  to  the  general  reader,  the  whole  delightful  narrative 
must  commend  itself  for  its  impartiality  of  spirit  and  judg- 
ment, its  comprehensiveness  of  view,  and  its  felicity  of  style. 
As  such,  we  pay  it  our  humble  tribute,  while  we  yield  to  its 
talented  author,  the  blithe  and  gracious  woman  in  her 
editorial  chair,  our  lasting  appreciation  of  the  ability,  the 
fidelity,  and  the  excellent  judgment  and  taste  which  have 
been  devoted  to  it.  Nor  can  we  better  close  than  by  antici- 
pating, as  does  Dr.  Ellis,  "  the  pleasure  and  instruction 
which  the  authoress  is  preparing  by  the  continued  use  of 
her  pen  upon  subjects  which  she  has  thus  trained  herself 
to  treat  with  grace  and  power." 


ANNUAL  MEETING,  JANUARY,  18S9. 

Trenton,   N.  J.,  January  22,   1889. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society 
was  held  this  day  in  the  rooms  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  this 
city.  The  President,  the  Rev.  Samuel  M.  Ha  mill,  D.  D., 
occupied  the  chair,  and  the  Hon.  John  Clement,  Vice- 
President,  occupied  a  seat  on  the  platform. 

The  minutes  of  the  special  meeting  held  at  Princeton  in 
September  last,  were  read  by  the  Recording  Secretary  and 
approved. 

The  Treasurer's  report,  audited  and  approved  by  the 
Finance  Committee,  was  read. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  J.  C.  Pumpelly,  of  Morris- 
town,  Henry  R.  Cannon,  of  Elizabeth,  and  Thomas  Lawrence, 
of  Hamburgh,  a  Committee  to  Nominate  Officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  the  work  of  the 
Society  was  going  steadily  forward  on  the  same  lines  as  here- 
tofore, and  its  usefulness  was  extending  constantly,  as  well 
as  an  appreciation  of  its  work,  as  shown  by  its  increasing 
correspondence,  and  the  many  and  valuable  donations  re- 
ceived from  time  to  time.  The  great  need  of  I  he  Society 
was  a  building  of  its  own,  for  the  proper  reception  of  its 
valuable  collections  of  books,  manuscripts  and  other  historic 
treasures.  Some  progress  had  been  made  in  the  securing  oi' 
subscriptions  toward  this  end,  It  had  been  suggested  that 
perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society  held  in  Newark,  instead  of  in  Trenton,  in  January  of 
each  year,  and  that  the  May  meeting  be  held  in  Trenton  in- 
stead of  at  Newark;  also,  that  it  might  be  desirable  to  have  a 
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general  revision  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  incorpor- 
ating changes  made  since  they  were  last  printed,  and  such 
others  as  experience  might  suggest ;  also,  that  a  revision  of 
the  roll  of  membership  ought  to  be  made  by  competent 
authority.  The  Committee  submitted  these  suggestions  to 
the  Society  without  recommendation. 

The  report  was  received.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the 
Committee  was  authorized  to  draft  and  submit  to  the  Society 
at  its  next  meeting  a  thorough  revision  of  the  Constitution 
and  By-Laws. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  L.  Traver,  of  Trenton,  the  Com- 
mittee was  empowered  to  revise  the  list  of  members  of  the 
Society;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Hunt,  of  New- 
ton, it  was  ordered  that  such  revised  list  be  published  in  con- 
nection with  the  revised  Constitution  and  By-Laws  when 
printed. 

The  Committee  on  Library  reported  as  follows  : 

"  Since  the  meeting  in  May  last,  954  pamphlets  and  152 
bound  volumes  have  been  received  from  various  sources  by 
the  Society,  increasing  the  total  number  of  bound  volumes  to 
10,372.  Numerous  manuscripts,  consisting  chiefly  of  auto- 
graph letters,  old  title  deeds,  mortgages  and  other  papers  of 
more  or  less  interest  and  value  have  been  received.  To  our 
collection  has  also  been  added  a  bust  of  the  Princess  Pauline, 
sister  of  Joseph  Bonaparte,  late  ex-King  of  Spain,  and  some 
years  ago  a  distinguished  Jerseyman.  This  bust  was  at  one 
time  one  of  the  principal  ornaments  in  the  ex-King's  library 
while  a  resident  of  Bordentown  in  this  State.  In  a  catalogue 
of  his  paintings  and  statuary  it  is  described  as  the  work  of 
the  celebrated  Canova.  This  beautiful  bust  was  presented 
to  this  Society  by  Mr.  Nathaniel  H.  Bishop,  formerly  of 
Tom's  Eiver3  and  now  residing  at  Lake  George.  To  Mr. 
Bishop  the  Society  is  also  indebted  for  an  autotype  copy  of 
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the  Lawrence  map,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  New  York 
Historical  Society  ;  also  for  Massachusetts  Agricultural  re- 
ports and  other  books,  numbering  in  all  thirty-two.  Three 
paintings  have  also  been  added  to  our  collection  :  one  a  por- 
trait of  Mr.  Edward  Crowell,  well  known  some  years  ago 
as  a  Newark  editor  and  newspaper  proprietor.  This 
portrait  is  the  gift  of  Mr.  J.  Crowell  Mundy,  of  Newark. 
Another  of  these  paintings  is  a  portrait  in  his  early  life  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Nicholas  Murray,  of  Elizabeth,  one  of  the 
founders  of  this  Society.  It  is  a  present  of  Mr.  James  S. 
Taylor,  of  Newark.  The  third  painting  is  a  water  color  por- 
trait on  ivory  of  a  lady  and  child,  by  Sir  William  Newton, 
portrait  painter  to  Queen  Adelaide.  It  is  a  work  of  rare 
beauty  and  excellence,  the  gift  of  Mr.  Erancis  Barber  Ogden, 
of  New  York,  grandson  of  the  distinguished  General  Matthias 
Ogden  of  Revolutionary  memory.  The  portraits  depict  the 
mother  and  sister  of  the  donor.  It  may  be  added  that  many 
additions  have  been  made  to  our  already  large  collection  of 
photographs  of  persons  and  places  belonging  to  New  Jersey. 
At  the  same  time  it  is  to  be  much  regretted  that  they  cannot 
at  present  be  properly  displayed,  as  our  walls  and  all  available 
places  are  crowded  with  similar  works.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  before  another  year  shall  have  passed  our  accommoda- 
tions will  be  ample  enough  to  admit  of  a  perfect  classification 
of  our  books,  as  well  as  a  pleasing  display  of  the  various  ob- 
jects of  interest  which  have  been  for  so  many  years  accumu- 
lating upon  our  hands." 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  that  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  meeting  held  last  May  had  been  printed  and 
distributed  to  members  not  in  arrears.  The  Proceedings  of 
the  meeting  held  at  Princeton  last  September  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  printer,  and  would  be  printed  and  distributed 
in  connection  with  the  Proceedings  of  this  meeting.  The 
Committee  also  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  if  one  hun- 
dred subscribers  could  be  obtained  for  the  History  of  Pomp- 
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ton  Plains  and  the  Settlers,  by  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Garret  C. 
Schenck,  the  work  would  be  published  without  expense  to 
the  Society,  as  Volume  VIII  of  its  Collections,  and  would 
form  a  very  valuable  addition  to  the  series.  Thus  far  less 
than  fifty  subscriptions  had  been  obtained,  and  as  the  Com- 
mittee believed  this  was  due  to  oversight  rather  than  to  a 
lack  of  interest  by  the  members,  their  attention  was  again 
called  to  the  fact.  The  price  of  the  book  would  be  $4,  and 
subscriptions  could  be  made  through  F.  W.  Ricord,  Librarian, 
Newark,  or  William  Nelson,  Recording  Secretary,  Paterson. 

The  Committee  on  Colonial  Documents  reported 
through  its  Chairman,  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Niles,  that  a 
General  Index  to  the  first  ten  volumes  of  the  New  Jersey 
Archives  had  been  prepared  by  Judge  F.  W.  Ricord,  one  of 
the  editors  of  the  work,  and  had  been  recently  printed  and 
distributed.  Arrangements  had  been  made  for  printing 
Volume  XI  of  the  Archives,  embracing  the  Journal  of  the 
Governor  and  Council,  from  1682  forward.  The  import- 
ance of  securing  from  the  Public  Record  Office,  in  London, 
copies  of  the  records  relating  to  the  early  history  of  New 
Jersey  was  first  called  to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature 
of  this  State  by  the  late  Governor  Haines,  in  a  special 
message,  in  1844,  when  he  recommended  an  appropriation 
of  $250  for  the  purpose.  That  was  too  heavy  a  draft  upon 
the  treasury  of  the  State,  and  the  project  failed.  That 
message  coming  to  the  attention  of  some  persons  in  1872,* 
an  appropriation  was  obtained  from  the  Legislature  of  that 
year  for  the  purpose,  which,  being  continued  from  time  to 
time  since,  had  resulted  in  our  securing  copies  of  such 
papers  from  London  and  elsewhere;  and  under  the  super- 
vision of  this  Society  ten  octavo  volumes  of  the  New 
Jersey   Archives   had   been   printed — the   first   eight   under 


*lt  was  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Niles,  who  was  Speaker  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  1872,  that  the  first  appropriation  was  secured — a  fact  which  he 
modestly  fore  bore  to  mention  in  making  the  report  given  above. 
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the  editorship  of  the  late  William  A.  Whitehead,  for  forty 
years  the  accomplished  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Society,  and  the  last  two  volumes  under  the  editorship  of 
Messrs.  F.  W.  Eicord  and  William  Nelson,  who  would  also 
edit  the  forthcoming  Volume  XI.  A  second  series  would 
be  begun  shortly,  which  General  William  S.  Stryker  had 
kindly  offered  to  supervise  and  edit,  comprising  papers  re- 
lating to  New  Jersey's  part  in  the  Revolution. 

The  President  announced  the  following 

STANDING  COMMITTEES   FOR  1889. 

Finance. — L.  Spencer  Goble,  Theodore  Coe,  James  D. 
Orton,  John  W.   Taylor,   Charles  G.   Rockwood. 

Publications. — S.  H.  Pennington,  M.  D.,  John  Hall,  D. 
D.,  George  A.  Halsey,  William  Nelson,  Austin  Scott,  Ph.  D. 

Library. — Stephen  Wickes,  M.  D.,  Robert  F.  Ballantine, 
Frederick  W.  Ricord,  Aaron  Lloyd,  George  A.  Halsey. 

Statistics. — F.  Wolcott  Jackson,  Arthur  Ward,  M.  D., 
William  S.  Stryker,  John  H.  Stewart,  Ernest  E.  Coe. 

Nomination  of  Members.— L.  Spencer  Goble,  Garret  D. 
W.  Vroom,  Rev.  Allen  H.  Brown. 

Genealogy. — Atlantic,  John  J.  Gardner,  Atlantic  City  ; 
Bergen,  William  M.  Johnson,  Hackensack  ;  Burlington, 
Clifford  Stanley  Sims,  Mount  Holly;  Camden,  John  (leni- 
ent, Haddonfield  ;  Cumberland,  William  E.  Potter,  Bridge- 
ton  ;  Essex,  Daniel  T.  Clark,  South  Orange  ;  Hudson, 
Charles  H.  Winfield,  Jersey  City;  Hunterdon.  Rev.  George 
S.  Mott,  D.  I).,  Flemiugton  ;  Mercer,  (Jen.  William  S. 
Stryker,  Trenton  ;  Middlesex,  Cortlandt  L.  Parker,  Perth 
Amboy;  Monmouth,  George  C.  Bcekman,  Freehold;  Morris. 
Edmund  D.  Halsey,  Morristown  ;  Passaic,  William  Nelson, 
Paterson;  Somerset,  A.  V.  D.  Honeyman,  Somerville;  Sussex. 
Thomas  Lawrence,  Hamburgh  ;  Union,  Henry  EL  Cannon. 
M.  D.,  Elizabeth. 
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The  Committee  ox  Membership  reported  recommending 
the  election  of  the  following  persons,  and  a  ballot  being  taken 
they  were  elected  : 

resident  members. 
Bev.  Alan  son  A.  Haines,         -  Hamburg. 

Charles  A.  Lighthipe,  -  Orange 

Andrew  D.  Mellick,  Jr. ,         -        -         -        -  Plainfield*. 

Alexander  Wilder,  M.  D.,  -  Newark. 

Mrs.  Mary  Spencer  Wood,      -  Elizabeth. 

HONORARY    MEMBERS. 

Kev.  Peter  M.  McDonald,           -  Boston. 

Rev.  Edward  P.  Thuring,      -----      Boston. 
Francis  Barber  Ogden, New  York. 

Several  persons  were  proposed  for  membership,  and  under 
the  rules  the  nominations  were  laid  over  until  the  next 
meeting. 

The  Rev.  John  Miller,  of  Princeton,  called  attention  to  the 
meeting  of  the  African  Colonization  Society,  to  be  held  at 
Princeton  on  February  8,  1889,  and  in  this  connection  said  it 
was  a  fact  worthy  of  notice  by  the  Historical  Society,  that  at 
Princeton  the  first  movement  was  originated  which  resulted 
in  the  founding  of  a  Republic  on  foreign  soil — Liberia,  in 
Africa  ;  he  believed  it  was  the  only  instance  of  the  kind  in 
history. 

The  Committee  to  Nominate  Officers  for  the  ensuing- 
year  recommended  the  election  of  the  following,  who  were 
thereupon  chosen  : 

President — Samuel  M.  Hamill,  D.  D.,  Lawrenceville. 

Vice-Presidents — John  T.  Nixon,  LL.  D.,  Trenton; 
John  Clement,  Haddonfield  ;  Samuel  H.  Pennington,  M.  D., 
Newark. 

Corresponding  Secretary — Stephen  Wickes,  M.  D., 
Orange. 


MEETING    IN    TRENTON.  127 

Kecording  Secretary — William  Nelson,  Paterson. 

Treasurer  and  Librarian — Frederick  W.  Ricord,  New- 
ark. 

Executive  Committee  — George  A.  Halsey,  Newark, 
Chairman  ;  Rev.  George  S.  Mott,  D.  D.,  Flemington  ;  John 
F.  Hageman,  Princeton  ;  David  A.  Depue,  Newark  ; 
Nathaniel  Niles,  Madison  ;  John  I.  Blair,  Blairstown  ;  Wil- 
liam S.  Stryker,  Trenton ;  Franklin  Murphy,  Newark  ; 
Robert  F.  Ballantine,  Newark. 

Prof.  Allan  Marquand,  of  Princeton,  read  by  request 
a  paper  on  Huguenot  Industries  in  America,  citing  many 
interesting  facts  in  regard  to  the  influence  of  the  early 
Huguenot"  immigrants  in  establishing  important  industries 
in  this  country  with  which  they,  had  been  familiar  in  France. 
The  paper  was  listened  to  with  great  interest,  and  at  its  close 
Prof.  Marquand  received  a  vote  of  thanks,  and  was  requested 
to  furnish  a  copy  for  the  archives  of  the  Society. 

Reports  were  received  as  to  the  work  being  clone  by  the 
Hunterdon  County  Historical  Society,  the  West  Jersey  Sur- 
veyors' Association,  and  the  Burlington  County  Historical 
Society. 

Major  George  B.  Halsted  stated  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  offering  for  sale  a  collection  of  thirteen  portraits  of 
deceased  Governors  of  New  Jersey,  by  a  deceased  Philadel- 
phia artist.  Mr.  Nelson  moved  to  refer  the  subject  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  Gen.  James  F.  Rusling  moved 
to  refer  to  a  special  committee,  but,  on  motion  of  Mr.  NlLES, 
the  whole  matter  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Niles,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Centen- 
nial of  the  Inauguration  of  President  Washington,  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  several  meetings,  and  had  for- 
mulated the  following  address  to  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey, 
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with  the  accompanying  suggestions  for  the  programme  to  be 
followed  in  the  celebration  in  New  Jersey  : 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor : 

"In  May,  1886,  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Niles,  appointed  a  Special  Committee  to  take  into  consideration 
the  propriety  of  having  an  appropriate  National  celebration  in  New  York 
on  April  30,  1889,  of  the  centennial  of  the  inauguration  of  Washington  as 
the  first  President  of  the  United  States.  That  Committee  has  from  time 
to  time  given  the  matter  its  attention.  As  is  well  known,  the  affair  has 
assumed  great  proportions,  and  competent  Committees  having  taken 
charge  of  the  details  elsewhere  it  only  remains  for  New  Jersey  to  do  her 
part  toward  making  the  celebration  on  her  own  soil  worthy  of  the  occasion. 

"Recognizing  the  fact  that  any  such  celebration  within  our  own  State 
ought  to  be  conducted  under  the  immediate  supervision  and  direction  of 
the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  aware  that  you  have  already  taken  meas- 
ures to  ensure  a  successful  demonstration  on  this  occasion,  this  Com- 
mittee of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  would  respectfully  tender  its 
hearty  co-operation  in  the  carrying  out  of  any  plans  your  Excellency  may 
formulate,  and  would  also  respectfully  make  the  accompanying  sugges- 
tions concerning  some  features  which  it  would  seem  desirable  to  incorpor- 
ate in  any  such  plans  : 

SUGGESTIONS   FOR  CENTENNIAL   CELEBRATION    IN  NEW  JERSEY. 

"  The  President  of  the  United  States  and  his  party  to  be  met  on  their 
arrival  in  New  Jersey,  as  near  as  possible  to  the  point  where  President- 
elect Washington  entered  the  State  in  1789,  by  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey, 
the  Legislature,  State  officers,  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals, 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Chancellor  and  Vice-Chancellors,  and  by 
representatives  of  the  New  Jersey  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society,  the  Washington  Association  of  New  Jersey, 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free-Masons,  and  such  other  representative  bodies  as 
may  be  hereafter  decided  upon. 

"The  party  to  proceed  in  carriages,  escorted  by  a  military  and  civic 
procession,  accompanied  by  the  civic  authorities  and  other  representative 
organizations  of  the  city  of  Trenton,  as  nearly  as  may  be  convenient 
over  the  route  pursued  by  Washington  in  1789. 

"The  triumphal  arch  erected  over  the  Assunpink,  in  1789,  or  so  much 
o'f  it  as  is  still  in  existence,  to  be  again  erected  on  this  occasion. 

"The  party  to  proceed  to  the  State  House,  where  a  reception  shall  be 
tendered  to  the  President,  by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  possibly  to  be 
followed  by  a  dinner. 

"The  President  and  his  party  will  proceed  from  Trenton  to  Princeton 
by  private  conveyance,   with  suitable  relays  of  horses,  to  expedite  the 
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journey,  and  at  Princeton  will  be  tendered  a  reception  by  President 
Patton,  of  the  University. 

"The  Presidential  car  will  meet  the  President  at  Princeton,  and  pro- 
ceed to  Princeton  Junction,  there  to  rejoin  the  rest  of  the  special  train, 
and  will  proceed  to  Elizabeth,  where  the  President  may  be  tendered  a 
reception  by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  at  his  own  residence. 

"  From  Elizabeth,  the  President  and  his  party,  delegations  from  repre- 
sentative bodies,  and  leading  citizens  generally,  will  proceed  in  carriages 
te  Elizabethport,  escorted  by  a  military  and  civic  procession,  including 
the  military  from  the  Northern  part  of  the  State. 

"  At  Elizabethport  the  party  will  embark  on  a  vessel  provided  by  the 
Government  for  the  purpose. 

"  Mr.  Erastus  Wiman  has  tendered  the  use  of  one  or  two  of  his  largest 
transports  for  the  accommodation  of  the  New  Jersey  Committee,  and  it  is 
recommended  that  his  offer  be  accepted.  The  Pennsylvania  Railroad, 
and  other  railroads  within  the  Trunk  Line  territory,  have  agreed  to  seli 
excursion  tickets  within  that  territory  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  a  mile, 
including  return  fare,  or  one  cent  and  a  half  per  mile  in  either  direction, 
tickets  to  be  sold  April  27th  28th  and  29th  for  trains  reaching  New  York 
before  noon  of  April  30th,  good  to  return  on  or  before  May  2d  ;  no  ex- 
cursion ticket  to  be  sold  for  a  less  sum  than  one  dollar.  Each  line  may 
also  run  special  excursion  trains  on  April  28th  and  29th,  ticket's  to  be 
valid  only  on  specified  trains  on  each  line,  on  each  day,  and  for  return 
until  May  1st,  inclusive,  at  the  rate  of  one  fare  for  the  round  trip. 

"  It  is  suggested  that  military  salutes  be  given  at  Trenton,  Princeton, 
Monmouth  Junction,  New  Brunswick,  Ilahway,  Elizabeth,  and  Elizabeth- 
port,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Presidential  party  at  those  points. 

"Also,  that  invitations  be  extended  to  the  Mayors  of  all  cities  and 
towns  in  New  Jersey;  to  the  Presidents  of  Colleges  and  Theological 
Seminaries;  also  to  the  several  Bishops  residing  in  the  State,  and  to 
Bishops  Foster  and  Hurst,  who  were  for  many  years  identified  with 
New  Jersey;  also  to  other  leading  clergymen  of  various  denominations. 

"Also,  that  each  Board  of  Trade  be  invited  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
say  five  members,  including  the  President  of  such  board. 

"Also,  that  the  Professors  of  History  in  the  various  colleges  and 
seminaries,  and  other  leading  educators  and  trustees  of  such  institutions, 
be  invited,  together  with  representatives  from  any  of  the  local  Historical 
Societies  in  the  State. 

"That  these  representatives  be  invited  to  participate  in  the  demonstra- 
tion at  Trenton,  and  also  at  Elizabeth. 

"  For  the  accommodation  of  the  State  officers  and  invited  guests  it  is 
suggested  that  efforts  be  made  to  secure  one  or  more  special  trains  to 
accompany  the  Presidential  train. 

"  It  is  also  recommended  that  the  Governor  be  requested  to  address  a 
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special  message  to  the  Legislature  at  this  session,  on  the  subject  of  the 
celebration,  and  recommending  a  special  appropriation  of  from  one  to 
three  thousand  dollars  to  defray  the  expenses  incident  thereto. 

"All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  Committee  on  behalf  of 
the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society. 

"NATHANIEL  NILES,  Chairman. 
' '  Wm.  Nelson,  Secretary. 
"Trenton,  N.  J.,  January  22,  1889." 

The  report  was  received  and  the  Committee  continued. 

Mr.  Niles  also  added  that  he  had  just  received  a  dispatch 
from  Mr.  Erastus  Wiman,  offering  to  place  at  the  disposal  of 
the  New  Jersey  Committee  his  new  steamer,  "  Erastus 
Wiman,"  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Committee  and  in- 
vited guests  on  April  30  next.  On  motion  of  Mr.  "Niles,  the 
thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to  Mr.  Wiman  for  his  gen- 
erous offer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the  Committee  was  also  author- 
ized to  contribute  such  of  the  Society's  historic  treasures  as 
it  might  think  proper,  to  the  Loan  Collection  to  be  exhibited 
at  the  Metropolitan  Art  Museum  next  April,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  New  York  Committee  on  Centennial. 

The  President  of  the  Society  reported  that  the  Special 
Committee  appointed  at  the  September  meeting  to  confer 
with  the  Governor  had  done  so  several  times. 

The  Eev.  George  S.  Mott,  1).  D.,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted,  after  some  debate  : 

Inasmuch  as  representative  clergymen  of  New  York  city  have  issued  a 
call  to  the  citizens  of  that  city,  and  of  the  nation,  asking  that  those  of 
"  every  name  and  race  and  creed,"  follow  the  example  of  the  fathers  and 
meet  in  their  respective  places  of  worship,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  April  30,  and  hold  such  religious  services  of  thanksgiving  and  praise 
as  may  seem  suitable,  in  view  of  what  God  has  done  for  us  and  our  land 
during  the  century  which  has  elapsed  since  George  Washington  took  the 
chair  of  State ;  therefore — 

Resolved,  That  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  heartily  approves  of 
this  appeal,  and  we  recommend  our  fellow-citizens  of  this  commonwealth, 
of  "every  name  and  race  and  creed,"  to  assemble,  so  far  as  practicable, 
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and  in  such  ways  as  may  be  desirable,  at  nine  o'clock  of  April  30th  next, 
to  acknowledge  and  to  commemorate  by  suitable  religious  services,  the 
blessings  which  Almighty  God  has  conferred  upon  our  nation  under  the 
Federal  Constitution. 

The  Society  then  listened  to  a  paper  by  J.  C.  Pumpelly, 
Esq.,  of  Morristown,  on  "Our  French  Allies  in  the  Revolu- 
tion/' which  held  the  close  attention  of  all  present.  After 
complimentary  remarks  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mott,  John  F. 
Hageman,  Esq.,  and  others,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were 
voted  to  Mr.  Pumpelly,  and  he  was  requested  to  furnish  a 
copy  of  his  paper  for  publication. 

Mr.  Niles  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  securing  a  room  in  the  new  State  House  Extension  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  and  its  collections, 
and  if  said  Committee  shall  deem  it  advisable,  that  application  be  made  at 
once  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  State  Capitol,  and  to  the  Legislature, 
for  the  assignment  of  such  a  room  for  the  uses  of  this  Society  and  its 
collections. 

After  an  animated  discussion,  pro  and  con.,  by  Messrs. 
Aaron  Lloyd,  Rev.  John  Miller,  L.  Spencer  Goble,  Gen. 
James  F.  Rusling,  Major  George  B.  Halstead,  Col.  Clifford 
Stanley  Sims,  Samuel  H.  Hunt  and  William  Nelson,  the 
resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Niles  also  offered  another  resolution,  as  follow-  : 

Resolved,  That  a  medal  be  struck  by  this  Society,  commemorative  of 
the  Centennial  of  the  Inauguration  of  Washington  as  the  first  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  that  a  committee  of  three,  together  with  the  President,  be  appointed 
by  this  Society,  to  select  designs  for  the  die  and  to  arrange  for  the  strik- 
ing of  such  a  medal  in  gold,  silver  and  bronze. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  President  appointed 
as  such  Committee — Nathaniel  Niles,  Col.  Clifford  Stanley 
Sims  and  Garret  D.  W.  Vroom,  together  with  the  President. 

Mr.  Nelson  offered  the  following  resolution  by  request, 
and  it  was  adopted  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  favor  the  reprinting 
of  the  New  Jersey  Session  Laws  from  1702  to  1847,  a  bill  to  provide  for 
which  is  now  before  the  Legislature,  and  that  they  urge  upon  the  Legis- 
lature the  necessity  of  rescuing  from  oblivion  and  placing  within  reach  of 
the  people  of  the  State,  a  body  of  laws  containing  so  much  of  historical 
and  permanent  value. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  forward  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the 
proper  officers  of  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  F.  Hageman,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  voted  to  the  Trenton  Board  of  Trade  for  the 
use  of  their  spacious  and  attractive  rooms  for  this  meeting. 

The  Society  then  adjourned. 
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TREASURER'S     REPORT. 


GENERAL     STATEMENT. 

January  19,  1889. 

REAL  AND  PERSONAL  ESTATE. 

Park  Street  Property $9,000  00 

Books  and  Furniture 10,000  00 

Total $19,000  00 

BARRON   FUND. 

In  American  Trust  Company -  -._   $2,287  99 

Newark  Savings  Bank 39  64 

Howard  Savings  Institution 2,672  37 

Total $5,000  00 

LIFE    MEMBERS'    FUND. 

In  American  Trust  Company $225  65 

Dime  Savings  Institution. . .   664  33 

Howard  Savings  Institution 100  36 

Total $990  34 

AVAILABLE   FOR  CURRENT   EXPENSES. 

In  Howard  Savings  Institution $31 1  30 

Newark  Banking  Company 133  6!) 

TotaL_._ $444  99 


134 


MEETING   IN    TRENTON. 


Announced  January  22,  1889. 
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Adam,  Ernst 

Bradlee,  Rev.  Dr.  C.  D.__ 
Crane,  Rev.  Dr.  Oliver.  __ 

Darling,  C.  W.  .. 

DePeyster,  J.  Watts 

Draper,  Dr.   Lyman 

Ford,  Paul  L 

Green,  Dr.  S.  A 

Imbrie,  Rev.  Charles  K.  _. 

Kinney,  W.  Donaldson 

McCosh,  Rev.  Dr.  James.  . 

Marquand,  Prof.   Allen 

Marsh,  Col.  L 

Richards,  Louis 

Sterling,  Edward  B 

Tuttle,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  F 
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PROM   SOCIETIES. 

American  Antiquarian  So- 
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American     Congregational 

Association __       2 

American  Museum  of  Nat- 
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American  Numismatic  So- 
ciety       __       1 

American  Philosophical  So- 
ciety       ._       2 

Canadian  Institute ._       1 

Cayuga  Historical  Society.     ._       1 
Chicago  Historical  Society.     ._       2 

Essex  Institute ..       7 

Georgia  Historical  Society.     ._       1 

Iowa  Historical  Society ..       2 

Irish   Catholic    Benevolent 

Society __       I 

Kansas  Historical  Society.     18     10 
Massachusetts      Historical 

Society 2     .. 

Minnesota    Historical    So- 
ciety  . .       1 

Museo  Nacional  de  Re- 
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publica  Costa  Rica ._      1 

Museo  Nacional  do  Rio  de 
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New  Hampshire  Historical 
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New  Haven  Colony  Histor- 
ical Society... __       3 

New  England  Historic 
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New  York  Historical  So- 
ciety   7      8 

North  Carolina  Historical 
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Pennsylvania  Historical  So- 
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Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society __       1 

Salem  County  (N.  J.)  His- 
torical Society _  _       1 

South  Carolina  Historical 

Society 1     _. 

United  States  Catholic 
Historical  Society ._       1 

Virginia  Historical  Society     _ .       1 

Worcester  Society  of  An- 
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FROM   INDIVIDUALS. 

Ayers,  Dr.  J.  C. 1     __ 

Bishop,  Nathaniel  H.,  bust, 


Bochmer,  George  H 

Bolles,  Enoch 5  MSS. 

Bradlee,  Rev.  Dr.  C.  D... 
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Brown,  Rev.  A.  H 

Browne,  Mrs.  E.W 

Coe,  Ernest  E.._ 
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De  Peyster,  Gen.  J.  Watts. 
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Draper,  Dr.  Daniel _ .  1 

French,  Rev.  J.  C,  weekly  paper. 

Greely,  Gen.  A.  W. , 1  8 

Green,  Dr.  Samuel  A 48  5 

Gummere,  W.  S 1 

Hagar,  George  J.  _ 7 

Hageman,  J.  F MSS. 

Halsted,  Major  George  B. 

portrait  1  23 

Halsted,  Mrs.  N.  N.  ..map 
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Keasbey,  E.  Q.  and  G.  M._  ..  7 

Leigh,  C.  C __  2 

Lehlbach,  Hon.  H ...  23 

Macfie,  R.  A ..  3 

Meeker,  Francis  J .  _  23 

Mundy,  J.  C...2  portraits. 

Nelson,  William 1  75 

Ogden,  Francis  B.,  portrait.  _.  3 
Parish,  Dr.  Joseph. _ MS.  _ 

Peet,  Rev.  S.  D ..  3 

Peters,  Dr.  A.  C 2  1 

Phillips,  William .  _ papers. 

Pilch,  F.  H ..  51 

Pumpelly,  J.  C paper.  ._  1 

Reynolds,  A.  M 1 

Rice,  Frank  P _.  1 

Rockwood,  Charles  G __  9 

Ross,  James 2  _. 

Scott,  Dr.  Austin .  _  1 

Smith,  Miss  Julia  F 1  1 

Sone,  F.  D ..  1 

Taylor,  J.  S _  .portrait 

Thomas,  W.  H.  B ..  1 

Traver,  C.  L Assignats. 
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Yard,  J.  S papers. 
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Brooklyn  Library 
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City  of  Boston 
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Cornell   University _. 

Diplomatic  Review,  London  . . 
Home  for  Aged   Women, 
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Newark  Daily  Advertiser. .  . . 
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Smithsonian  Institution..  1 
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Yale  University . 
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MORTUARY  RECORD. 

Frederick  Anson  Carter  died  at  Newark,  May  13,  1888. 
He  was  born  November  26,  1833,  in  Ledyard,  near  Aurora, 
Cayuga  Co.,  New  York.  His  parents  were  John  Anson  and 
Mercy  C.  Carter.  Their  son,  of  whom  we  write,  was  educated 
at  Union  College,  where  he  graduated  as  Civil  Engineer  in 
1856.  He  began  life  for  himself  in  the  service  of  the  Albany 
City  Bank  as  assistant  paying  teller,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years.  He  came  to  Newark  in  1858,  and  entered  into 
the  grocery  business  with  Samuel  Atwater,  who  had  married 
his  sister.  Mr.  Carter  married  October  9,  1861,  Sarah  E. 
Johnson,  daughter  of  Henry  L.  Johnson,  at  one  time  a  promi- 
nent jeweller  in  Newark.  His  wife  and  one  son,  Anson  A.  sur- 
vive him.  He  died  in  the  prime  of  his  manhood,  admired  and 
esteemed  as  a  valuable  and  promising  citizen.  Though  active 
and  earnest  as  a  Republican,  he  never  sought  office  and  declined 
to  assume  official  position  when  solicited.  His  social  qualities 
made  him  attractive.  His  death  was  sincerely  mourned  by 
a  large  circle  of  friends,  especially  by  those  associated  with 
him  in  the  South  Park  Presbyterian  Church,  where  he  was  a 
regular  attendant.  He  became  a  member  of  the  New  Jersey 
Historical  Society  January  15,  1885. 

Hon.  Robert  Gilch*rist  was  a  native  of  Jersey  City,  born 
August  21,  1825.  He  resided  there  till  his  death,  July  6,  1888. 
His  earliest  school  days  were  passed  in  the  private  schools  of 
that  place  and  afterwards,  for  three  years,  at  Crane  Academy 
at  Caldwell,  Essex  county.  His  classical  studies  here  were 
limited,  consisting,  as  he  used  to  say,  of  "  a  little  Latin  and  no 
Greek."  About  1843  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  Joseph  Annin.  He  there  became  a  severe  student 
of  law  and  literature  and  fostered  the  habits  of  application 
to  study  whichdistinguished  his  subsequent  life.  He  com- 
pleted his  law  studies  with  Isaac  W.  Scudder,  and  in  1847 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.     He  became  at  once  a  partner  in 
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practice  with  Mr.  Scudder,  a  connection  which  continued 
till  1857. 

Mr.  Gilchrist  was  a  member  of  the  Assembly  of  New  Jersey 
1857.  At  the  commencemnet  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  lie 
joined  the  three  months  men,  in  response  to  the  call  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  and  proceeded  to  Alexandria  as  Captain  of 
Company  F,  ( Montgomery  Guards)  Second  Regiment  of 
New  Jersey  Volunteers.  At  the  Battle  of  Bull  Run,  he  was 
with  his  regiment,  which  belonged  to  the  brigade  under  the 
command  of  General  Theodore  Runyon,  then  stationed  at 
Alexandria.  During  the  war  Mr.  Gilchrist  was  a  staunch  and 
active  supporter  of  the  Government.  In  1866,  he  was  a  candi- 
date for  Congress  on  the  Democratic  ticket  against  George  A. 
Halsey,  but  without  success.  In  June,  1861),  he  was  appointed 
by  Governor  Randolph  as  Attorney  General  of  the  State,  and 
in  January,  1870,  was  re-appointed  for  a  full  term  of  five 
years,  during  which  some  of  the  most  important  questions 
of  local  and  State  interest  were  agitated,  including  riparian 
rights  and  corporate  franchises,  on  which  subjects  he  watched 
and  advocated  the  public  interest  with  great  industry  and 
success.  Since  1875  he  remained  in  Jersey  City,  engaged  in 
private  practice  and  concerned  in  the  most  important  contro- 
versies in  the  courts,  till  his  death.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Historical  Society  for  forty-two  years,  being  elected  a  mem- 
ber in  1846. 

Rev.  Edward  Harrison  Camp,  born  December  i;>,  L839, 
the  son  of  John  J.  Camp,  of  Newark,  was  educated  at  the  Col- 
lege of  New  Jersey  in  the  class  of  1851  and  after  a  course  of 
theological  study  at  the  Seminary  in  Princeton  was  ordained 
to  preach  thegospelby  the  Presbytery  of  West  Lexington,  ami 
became  the  pastor  of  the  Second  Church  of  Lexington,  Kv. 
J868-?69;  pastor  in  Troy,  Pa.,  1870-'72;  pastor  Avondale, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  1874-'78. 

On  the  death  of  his  father  he  returned  to  Newark  ami  was 
without  a  pastoral  charge  for  some  time.  He  afterward  be- 
came a  stated  supply  in  the  Reformed  Church  at  Franklin. 
Essex  county,  and  after  this  Avas  settled  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Sasr  Harbor,  Lono-  Island.     This  was  his  last  active 
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service  in  the  ministry.  After  leaving  there  he  made  two 
voyages  to  Europe  and  traveled  in  the  Holy  Land.  He  re- 
turned to  Newark  about  a  year  before  his  death.  He  received 
a  call  to  a  small  charge  not  long  before  his  decease,  which  it 
is  supposed  he  accepted.  He  died  at  Newark,  August  19, 
1888.  He  had  been  suffering  from  acute  melancholia,  with  a 
loss  of  physical  health  and  some  evidences  of  mental  derange- 
ment. He  was  missed  about  five  o'clock  p.  m.  A  search  be- 
ing made,  his  body  was  found  in  a  cistern  in  the  rear  of  his 
dwelling.  His  throat  was  cut  from  ear  to  ear.  A  letter, 
written  to  his  sister  who  was  the  only  inmate  of  the  home, 
was  so  incoherent  in  its  expressions  as  to  afford  convincing  evi- 
dence of  an  unbalanced  mind.  He  never  married.  His  re- 
mains lie  buried  in  Nrewark,  with  those  of  his  family  who  had 
gone  before  him.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Historical 
Society,  January  18,  1S83. 

John  Woolyerton,  M.  D.,  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Historical  Society  January  25,  1887.  He  was  born  in  Stock- 
ton, Hunterdon  county,  N.  J.,  October  22,  1825.  His  father 
was  James  Woolverton  and  his  mother  Mary  Sergent,  both  of 
Hunterdon  county.  He  was  educated  at  Layafette  Col- 
lege, Easton,  Pa.,  and  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine, from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  18-19,  after  a 
course  of  medical  study  at  its  medical  department.  In  April 
of  the  same  year,  he  located  in  Trenton,  where  the  remainder 
of  his  life  was  passed,  until  his  death  September  14,  1888.  Dr. 
Woolverton  was  married  at  Trenton,  on  May  2,  1854,  to 
Emma  0.,  daughter  of  Aaron  H.  Van  Oleve  and  Henrietta 
Chambers.  The  issue  of  this  union  was  one  son,  born  Dec- 
ember 30,  1855.  He  acquired  an  honorable  position  in  his 
profession  in  Trenton  and  in  New  Jersey,  being  made  Presi- 
dent of  the  State  Medical  Society  in  1862.  He  thus  became 
one  of  its  Fellows.  He  interested  himself  in  civil  affairs, 
and  acquired  the  confidence  of  the  Democratic  party,  the 
doctrines  of  which  he  adopted.  He  was  State  Senator  in  1869- 
'70-  '71.  He  was  also  made  Mayor  of  Trenton.  He  was  an 
enthusiastic  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  was  hon- 
ored with  high  official  station   in   the   order.     He   was   very 
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popular  as  a  physician  and  was  very  successful.  His  only  son, 
Edwin  V.  C.  Woolverton,  survives  him.  He  was  bereaved 
of  his  wife  about  two  years  before  his  death. 

Rev.  Garret  Oovenhoven  Schenck,  D.  D.,  was  a  native 
of  Matawan,  Monmouth  county,  born  September  14,  1806 
He  died  of  dysentery  September  20,  1888,  six  days  after  he 
had  finished  eighty-two  years  of  an  active  and  honored  life. 

The  family  of  Schanck  (  Schenck)  to  which  the  subject  of 
this  notice  belonged,  is  of  ancient  date.  Authentic  records 
gathered  by  him  and  carefully  treasured  in  his  library,  date 
from  A.  D.  878  or  880.  The  family  in  America  dates  from 
June  28,  1650,  when  Roelef  Martense  Schenck,  the  primitive 
immigrant,  landed  at  New  Amsterdam  from  Holland,  of  which 
he  was  a  native.  He  was  a  "Justice"  for  Kings  county,  L.  I. 
In  1689  and  in  1690  was  commissioned  by  Governor  Leisler  as 
"  Captain  of  Horse"  for  the  same  county.  The  family  settled 
about  Flatlands  and  Bush  wick,  and  migrated  from  there  to 
NewYork,  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  about  the  time 
when  the  Dutch  in  Kings  county,  being  dissatisfied  with  the 
administration  of  the  Governor,  left  Long  Island  in  great 
numbers,  and  to  such  an  extent,  that  the  historian  says 
Gravesend  was  nearly  depopulated,  (vid.  Thompson's  History 
of  Long  Island.) 

Eoelef  had  three  sons:  Martin,  John  and  Garret.  The  two 
latter  migrated  to  Monmouth  county,  N.  J.,  in  1696  or  1698. 
From  Garret,  in  the  sixth  generation  from  Roelef,  the 
subject  of  our  sketch  descended.  He  was  the  son  of  de  La- 
fayette Schanck,  a  tanner  and  currier  and  afterwards  a  success- 
ful farmer,  who  died  in  1862,  aged  81.  His  mother's  name  was 
Eleanor  Oovenhoven,  daughter  of  Garret  Oovenhoven  and 
Ann  Schenck  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  daughter  of 
Captain  John  Schenck,  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Monmouth 
Militia,  in  1777. 

Rev.  Dr.  Schenck*  was  educated  at  Rutgers  College,  grad- 
uating in  1828,  and  at  the  Theological  Seminary  there  in  L832, 
when  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the  Classis. 

*  In  his  earlier  years  he  wrote  his  name  with  an  a. 
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He  was  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Walpack, 
Sussex  county,  1834-'35  ;  of  the  Reformed  Church  at 
Clover  Hill  1835-'37;  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Pompton 
Plains,  1837-'53.  He  was  elected  a  trustee  of  his  Alma  Mater 
in  1866,  and  retained  his  seat  in  the  Board  till  his  death. 
Mis  longest  pastorate  was  at  Pompton  Plains,  where  he  served 
for  fifteen  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  some  disaffection 
in  the  parish  led  him  to  resign  his  charge,  when  he  returned 
to  the  scenes  of  his  early  years  and  engaged  in  the  business  of 
farming,  which  he  continued  with  good  success  down  to  a 
recent  period,  when  he  surrendered  the  management  of  his 
farm  to  his  son  Lafayette,  who  still  conducts  it.  He  engaged 
in  the  various  business  enterprises  of  his  neighborhood;  was 
for  twenty  years  a  director  of  the  Middletown  Point  Bank; 
President  for  fourteen  years  of  the  Freehold  and  Keyport 
Plank  Road  Company.  At  one  time  he  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  on  the  College  Farm. 

He  preached  whenever  opportunity  offered,  supplying  va- 
cant churches  and  destitute  neighborhoods.  He  was  active 
in  all  the  labors  of  the  church,  engaging  heartily  in  all  the 
work  of  its  various  enterprises  in  the  county.  He  was  a  reli- 
able member  of  the  Monmouth  County  Bible  Society,  and  a 
regular  attendant  upon  its  meetings,  participating  in  its  dis- 
cussions and  aiding  its  work  by  his  wise  counsels  and  his 
purse. 

He  cherished  a  love  for  antiquarian  and  historical  research, 
and  especially  for  whatever  related  to  the  genealogies  of  fam- 
ilies, in  which  he  came  to  be  considered  an  authority.  He 
gave  much  time  in  traveling,  etc.,  to  collect  the  facts  and 
prepare  for  the  press,  a  history  of  "  The  Settlement  and  First 
Settlers  of  Pompton,"  the  manscript  of  which  he  generously 
deposited  in  the  library  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 
which  has  committed  it  to  a  publishing  house  for  issue.  The 
manuscript  is  carefully  written  on  over  three  hundred  pages 
of  ledger  paper.  It  manifests  great  research,  and  is  a  monu- 
ment of  his  labor  and  zeal  as  a  historian  and  genealogist.  It 
will  make  a  volume  of  over  four  hundred  pages  octavo.  He  also 
gathered  material  and  gave  much  study  to  the  preparation  of 
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a  genealogical  history  of  the  old  Dutch  families  of  Monmouth 
Couuty. 

He  was  married,  first,  at  Middletown,  October  21st,  1834, 
to  Sarah  Ami,  daughter  of  AVilliam  Hendrickson  and  Sarah 
Dubois.  Married,  secoud,  at  Fairfield,  N.  J.,  April  14th, 
1846,  Jane,  daughter  of  Hugh  McCormick  and  Jean  Welsh, 
who  survived  him.  He  also  left  four  children  :  Lafayette,  a 
well-known  citizen  of  Marlborough,  who  occupies  the  old 
family  homestead;  Ellen,  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  English,  of 
Freehold;  Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  Jones,  of  Freehold  township; 
and  Martin,  now  a  farmer  of  Jacksonville,  Florida. 

The  memories  of  "  Dominie  Schenck"  are  fragrant  among 
the  people  of  Monmouth  County,  of  the  Pompton  region  in 
Morris,  and  in  the  Zion  of  his  fathers  to  which,  to  the  end  of 
his  days,  he  gave  his  sympathies,  his  strength  and  his 
prayers. 

His  mortal  remains  are  laid  in  Marlboro  church-yard,  a 
few  yards  from  the  door  of  the  sanctuary  where  lie  had  so 
long  and  so  sincerely  worshiped. 

Edwin  Salter  died  at  Forked  River,  X.  J.,  December 
15,  1888,  aged  sixty-four  years.  He  was  the  son  of  Amos 
Salter  and  Sarah  Frazier,  and  was  descended  from  some  of 
the  oldest  families  of  Monmouth  county  —  the  Bownes, 
Lawrences  and  Hartshornes.  His  original  ancestor  in 
America  emigrated  from  Devonshire,  England,  and  settled 
at  Middletown  previous  to  1687.  He  was  a  lawyer,  a  man 
of  distinguished  ability,  which  was  illustrated  in  the  pari 
which  he  took  as  counsel  with  Captain  John  Bowne  in  the 
controversies  of  the  people  with  the  Lords  Proprietors. 

Edwin  Salter  was  born  in  Forked  River,  February  6th, 
1824.  His  early  clays  were  spent  there  and  at  Barnegat. 
While  a  youth,  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  the  more 
northern  part  of  the  State.  At  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
became  a  member  of  a  Presbyterian  Sunday  school  in  New- 
ark; three  years  later  he  made  a  profession  of  his  faith  in 
Christ,  in  a  church  of  the  same  order.  Be  subsequently 
removed  to  Philadelphia  and  was  there  employed  as  a  clerk 
in  a  book-store,  but  afterwards  returned  to  his  native  town 
10 
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and  taught  school.  For  a  time  he  led  a  sea-faring  life, 
being  master  of  a  schooner  in  the  coasting  trade.     . 

In  1857  he  was  elected  by  the  Kepublicans  of  Ocean 
county  as  their  representative  in  the  Assembly  of  New 
Jersey,  the  first  Free  Soil  member  in  that  body.  He  was 
returned  for  the  two  following  years  and  again  in  1863. 
In  the  session  of  1859  he  was  elected  Speaker  and  filled  the 
position  with  great  ability.  In  1861  he  received  an  appoint- 
ment in  the  United  States  Treasury  Department,  which  he 
held  for  five  years,  when  he  resigned  and  removed  with  his 
family  to  his  native  town.  He  was  reappointed  shortly 
afterwards  to  a  clerkship  in  the  Fourth  Auditor's  office, 
where  he  remained  till  1886,  when  he  returned  to  Ocean 
County. 

He  had  a  taste  for  historical  research,  especially  in  the 
study  of  genealogical  lines.  He  spent  much  of  his  time  in 
his  later  years  in  prosecuting  his  researches  into  the  history 
of  the  early  families  of  Monmouth  and  Ocean  Counties,  his 
residence  at  Washington  affording  him  peculiar  facilities  for 
the  work,  through  his  ready  access  to  the  National  Archives. 
The  information  here  obtained  was  supplemented  by  searches 
of  the  public  records  of  States  and  counties,  north  and.  south 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  nearly  ready  for  publica- 
tion a  history  of  Ocean  County,  which  he  proposed  to  follow 
with  a  history  of  Monmouth.  Eef erring  to  notices  he  had 
prepared  of  the  principal  families  now  represented  in  Mon- 
mouth, he  wrote  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  14th  of  November 
last,  which  was  but  a  month  before  his  death,  "Take  the 
matter  altogether,  I  believe  it  will  be  the  most  complete 
account  of  the  early  settlers  (and  settlement)  ever  published 
of  any  county  in  the  United  States  settled  previous  to  1700." 
Mr.  Salter  was  the  author  of  a  series  of  historical  sketches 
published  in  the  Monmouth  Democrat,  1873-'74,  which  was 
afterwards  collected  into  a  volume  entitled  "  Old  Times  in 
Old  Monmouth,"  of  which  only  one  hundred  copies  were 
printed.  His  frequent  contributions  to  the  journals  of 
Monmouth  and  Ocean  over  the  signatures  of  "  Selah 
Searcher "  and   "Pilot "   bear  testimony   among   others    to 


MEETING    IS   TRENTON.  143 

Jiis  zeal  in  historical  study  and  his  readiness  to  give   the 
fruits  of  his  research  to  his  fellow  citizens. 

Edwin  Salter's  name  stands  enrolled  as  a  member  of  a 
Presbyterian  Sunday-school  at  Forked  River,  in  1831.  In 
1860,  he  was  superintendent  of  the  same  school,  beside  teach- 
ing the  Bible-class.  He  married,  in  1852,  Margaret  Bodine, 
of  Barnegat,  who  survives  him.  Their  son,  George  W.  Sal- 
ter, a  most  estimable  young  man,  died  at  Rio  de  Janerio, 
Brazil,  March  27th,  1880,  of  typhus  fever,  while  stationed  at 
that  port  as  paymaster's  clerk  of  the  United  States  Naval 
Depot. 

Mr.  Salter  was  a  man  of  great  force  of  character,  generous, 
open-hearted  and  strong  in  the  maintenance  of  the  right. 
He  had  no  sympathy  with  lawlessness  or  lowness  of  aim. 
Without  pretension,  he  aspired  to  the  best  in  personal,  do- 
mestic and  social  life.  In  his  religious  life  there  was  no  af- 
fectation or  cant.  A  genuine  heartiness  and  catholicity  of 
spirit  moulded  his  creed  and  his  conduct.  His  manners  were 
genial,  his  spirit  was  broad  and  liberal.  He  was  a  simple- 
hearted,  earnest  Christian  gentleman.  He  filled  a  large  place 
in  the  affections  of  his  friends  and  acquaintances,  by  whom 
his  death  is  most  sincerely  mourned. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society  on  May 
21st,  1SG3,  and  was  esteemed  one  of  its  most  valuable  mem- 
bers in  promoting  the  purposes  of  its  organization.  His  re- 
mains were  laid  in  the  Masonic  Cemetery  at  Barnegat.  after 
a  funeral  service  held  at  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


Oar  French  Allies  in  the  Revolution. 
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Bead  at  a  Regular  Meeting  of  the  Society,  at  Trenton, 
January  22,  1889. 


Our  French  Allies  in  the  Revolution. 


"  I  am  proud  of  France/'  wrote  Pere  Hyacinthe  to  an 
American  clergyman;  "  I  am  proud  of  France,  but  I  deem 
it  as  one  of  her  most  solid  glories  to  have  contributed  to  the 
independence  of  your  noble  country." 

This  eloquent  utterance  voices  the  sentiment  which 
Frenchmen  generally  have  entertained  toward  the  United 
States.  The  love  of  freedom  glowed  alike  in  the  heart  of 
both  peoples  from  the  time  of  the  first  resistance  in  America 
to  the  tyrannous  impositions  of  Great  Britain.  Indeed,  the 
time  was  ripe  for  them  to  fraternise.  But  three  days 
before  the  British  troops  had  entered  Boston  to  suppress 
the  kindling  spirit  of  liberty,  the  death  of  an  unworthy 
king  and  the  succession  of  another  more  excellent  and 
deserving  had  given  heart  to  the  friends  of  freedom  in 
France  and  delivered  their  country   from   impending   ruin. 

The  writings  of  French  litterateurs  had  been  preparing  the 
public  mind  for  a  new  departure  in  religious,  social  and  gov- 
ernmental affairs.  The  men  and  women  cf  culture  and 
refinement  were  eagerly  contemplating  the  advent  of  a 
period  when  the  hoary  despotism  of  the  Middle  Ages  should 
pass  away,  and  be  succeeded  by  the  dawn  and  noonday  of 
civil  and  spiritual  freedom  for  mankind.  Such  men  as 
our  beloved  Marquis  de  La  Fayette  had  caught  the  inspira- 
tion and  were  prompt  to  contribute  both  wealth  and  in- 
fluence, and  to  unsheath  their  swords  to  help  bring  forward 
the  coming  epoch.  To  them  the  first  clash  of  arms  in  New 
England  was  the  signal  for  action,  and  they  hastened  to 
give  their  aid  and  personal  service.  Others  more  reflective 
and  conscious  of  responsibility  directed  their  endeavors 
toward  the    impelling  of   a   reluctant    government    to   take 
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part  in  the  great  conflict,  and  co-operate  with  the  Ameri- 
cans in  their  unequal  struggle.  The  new  theories  which 
the  savants  and  publicists  of  France  had  inculcated,  thus 
brought  forth  their  fruit,  thirty,  sixty,  and  an  hundred  fold. 
These  men  indeed  built  wiser  than  they  knew. 

The  good  understanding  between  France  and  America  has 
ever  since  been  regarded  by  far-seeing  minds  as  of  vital  im- 
portance to  both  countries.  Edmond  About,  in  his  passion- 
ate arraignment  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon  III,  breaks  out 
into  the  following  invective  :  "  The  great  American  Eepub- 
lic  was  from  the  beginning  the  friend  and  ally  of  France. 
You  constrained  it  to  forget  that  it  owes  its  existence  to 
France." 

In  this  declaration  we  have  the  exact  statement  of  the 
sentiment  which  prevails  among  leading  minds  in  that 
country.  They  are  vividly  awake  to  the  urgent  necessity 
of  the  most  cordial  relations  between  the  two  peoples,  a 
sentiment  which  we  should  most  fully  reciprocate.  At  the 
same  time  our  excellent  friends  do  not  hesitate  to  remind 
us  very  significantly  of  our  indebtedness  to  them  in  the 
struggle  for  national  independence.  They  love  to  echo  the 
sentiment  of  Minister  Genet  to  Secretary  Jefferson:  "But 
for  France,  Americans  would  now  be  vassals  to  England.'' 

We  may  plead  in  extenuation  of  this  claim,  that  France 
had  already  shown  herself  unable  to  cope  with  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies  upon  this  Continent.  In  the  Seven  Years' 
War,  which  was  ended  with  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  in  1763, 
.she  had  been  shorn  of  her  vast  possessions  in  Asia  and 
America,  and  obliged  to  raze  her  fortifications  at  Dunkirk 
and  submit  to  the  indignity  of  a  resident  English  Commis- 
sioner at  that  place,  whose  word  was  law.  We  may  readily 
presume  that  her  statesmen  deeply  resented  these  humili- 
ations, and  were  on  the  alert  to  foster  any  movement  that 
would  assure  revenge  upon  their  triumphant  adversary. 

It  is  certain  that\Baron  John  De  Kalb  traveled  extensively 
in  the  British  Colonies  during  the  interval  between  the 
Treaty  of  Paris  and  the  outbreak  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion.    He  made  himself  familiar  with  the  prevailing  public 
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sentiment,  and  kept  the  French  Ministry  apprised  of  his 
observations.  A  change  of  Ministers  for  a  time  suspended 
his  correspondence;  but  we  may  be  confident  that  France, 
finding  herself  unable  to  maintain  her  foot-hold  upon  this 
Continent,  was  watching  her  opportunity  to  uproot  the 
British  Dominion  in  her  turn.  The  irritation  in .  the 
Colonies  at  the  prohibition  of  the  trade  with  European  coun- 
tries and  the  West  Indies,  and  the  arbitrary  suppression  of 
manufacturing  industries,  was  now  brought  to  a  crisis  by 
direct  taxation  and  the  introduction  of  soldiery  into  the 
Province  of   Massachusetts. 

Turgot,  perhaps  one  of  the  most  far-seeing  of  the  French 
statesmen,  and  very  similar  in  character  to  our  own  Wash- 
ington, was  awake  to  the  portents  of  the  time.  As  early  as 
April,  1776,  he  predicted  to  the  Ministers  of  the  French 
King  the  issue  of  the  American  conflict.  ''The  supposi- 
tion of  an  absolute  separation  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies,"  he  declared,  "seems  to  me  infinitely  probable, 
and  the  result  of  the  conflict  will  be  a  total  revolution 
between  Europe  and  America  in  political  and  commercial 
relations.  There  is  no  remedy  but  submission  to  the  in- 
evitable, and  obstinate  resistance  will  involve  great  peril 
to  the  mother  country."  (Schrceder,  Life  and  Tillies  of 
Washington,    Volume  I,  p.    686.) 

Many  other  distinguished  Frenchmen  believed  as  Turgot. 
Some  of  these,  sympathizing  enthusiastically  with  the  colo- 
nists, and  acting  under  the  counsel  of  Count  Vergennes, 
secretly  furnished  them  with  large  amounts  of  arms  and 
ammunition.  This  was  done  without  any  official  sanction  or 
approval  of  the  Government,  which  ostensibly  took  the  side 
of  Great  Britain.  The  Spanish  Court,  also,  through  the  mer- 
cantile house  of  Roderique  Hostages  and  Co.,  advanced  a 
million  livres  ($185,000)  and  the  French  Court  an  equal  sum, 
a  loan  to  be  paid  in  American  products.  In  connection  with 
these  movements  took  place  the  deception  of  Arthur  Lee3 
which  put  our  government  decidedly  in  the  wrong  and  led  to 
a  controversy  and  litigation  of  fifty  years.  La  Payette  him- 
self, always  foremost  in  promptness,    raised    a  force  of  two 
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thousand  men,  equipping  and  disciplining  them  and  expend* 
ing  more  than  $160,000  of  his  own  private  fortune. 

The  Treaty  of  Alliance,  however,  between  the  United  States 
and  France, was  a  later  occurrence.  Sentiment,  sympathy  and 
policy  had  dictated  the  previous  action,  but  statecraft  and  di- 
plomacy required  other  grounds  to  justify  open  participation 
in  the  conflict.  It  must  appear  that  the  Americans  were  able 
to  give  active  co-operation  of  a  character  formidable  to  the 
British  Government.  This  was  abundantly  shown  in  the 
capture  of  Gen.  Burgoyne  in  1777. 

Hale,  in  his  "  Life  of  Washington,"  has  indicated  three 
great  successes  achieved  by  the  Americans  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War  :  1.  The  evacuation  of  Boston  by  Gen.  Howe  in 
1775,  when  every  British  soldier  was  removed  from  New 
England.  2.  The  surrender  of  Burgoyne  in  1777,  which 
included  an  entire  army.  3.  The  surrender  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  in  1781,  which  was  the  loss  of  another  army.  The 
number  of  men,  of  course,  would  not  bear  comparison  with 
those  engaged  in  the  wars  of  Frederic  of  Prussia  and  the 
Empress  Maria  Theresa.  Nevertheless,  the  completeness  of 
the  disaster,  the  critical  period  of  its  occurrence,  and  its 
dramatic  character,  greatly  affected  public  opinion,  both  in 
England  and  all  Europe.  The  evacuation  of  Boston  had 
given  our  friends  in  France  and  elsewhere  hope  in  the  possi- 
ble success  of  our  arms  ;  and  the  surrender  at  Saratoga  con- 
firmed this  hope  into  conviction  and  removed  hesitation  on 
the  part  of  the  French  Court.  Accordingly,  in  the  month  of 
December  the  American  Commissioners  at  Paris  were  secretly 
notified  that  Louis  XVI.  was  ready  to  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  the  Thirteen  States  and  to  make  a  treaty  of 
alliance  and  commerce  with  the  new  nation. 

The  history  of  the  first  French  mission  may  deserve  a  brief 
mention.  In  November,  1776,  a  Frenchman  appeared  at 
Philadelphia  and  asked  to  be  permitted  to  communicate  with 
the  Congress.  He  appeared  totally  unworthy  of  credit,  but 
Messrs.  Jefferson,  Jay  and  Franklin  had  a  conference  with 
him  at  the  Carpenters'  Hall.  He  would  not  give  his  name  or 
exhibit  credentials,  but  assured  them  confidently  that  what- 
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ever  they  wanted  of  arms,  ammunition,  money  or  ships  would 
be  gladly  supplied  from  France.  Then  making  his  conge,  he 
departed  and  was  never  seen  again.  Forcibly  impressed  by 
his  words  the  committee  were  able  to  induce  the  Congress  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  correspond  "  with  friends  in  Great 
Britain,  Ireland  and  other  parts  of  the  world."  A  most  dis- 
couraging delay  now  supervened.  Summer  was  passed  into 
Autumn  when  Dr.  Franklin  received  a  letter  from  M. 
Dubourg  containing  assurances  of  sympathy  and  help  from 
France. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  Franklin,  Silas  Deane  and 
Arthur  Lee  were  appointed  Commissioners  to  the  French 
Court.  A  few  weeks  later  took  place  the  surrender  of  Bur- 
goyne.  The  news  reached  Paris  on  the  4th  of  December  and 
the  public  cry  demanded  that  the  Government  unite  its  for- 
tunes with  America.  Negotiations  were  speedily  begun,  and 
on  the  sixth  of  February,  1778,  two  treaties  were  executed, 
one  of  friendship  and  commerce,  and  one  of  defensive  alliance 
in  case  that  Great  Britain  should  declare  war  against  France. 
The  object  being  to  assure  commercial  and  political  indepen- 
dence, it  was  pledged  by  both  parties  that  no  peace  should  be 
concluded  till  that  end  had  been  attained,  and  then  only  by 
mutual  consent.  In  these  treaties  the  King  of  France  de- 
clared m  these  words,  "  his  intention  that  the  terms  should 
be  such  as  we  might  be  willing  to  agree  to  just  as  if  our  State 
had  been  long  established  and  in  the  fullness  of  strength  ;  that 
he  would  support  our  independence  by  every  means  in  his 
power,  and  if  he  should  get  into  war  thereby  he  would  expeci 
no  compensation  from  us  on  that  account ;  also,  that  if  he 
did  engage  in  a  war  with  England  on  our  account  we  could 
make  a  separate  peace  for  ourselves  whenever  good  terms  were 
offered  to  us,"  the  only  condition  being  "that  we  in  no  case 
if  peace  was  made  with  England  should  give  up  our  in- 
dependence and  return  to  obedience  to  that  government." 

The  treaties  set  forth  further  that  we  should  be  faithful 
allies,  and  that  our  commerce  as  well  as  our  government 
should  be  independent.  The  King  '*  renounced  forever  the 
possession  of  the  Island  of  Bermuda  as  well  as  any  part   o\' 
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the  continent  of  North  America,  heretofore  called  British  Col- 
onies." In  the  Diary  of  the  Revolution  the  author  says  "  The 
Treaty  of  Commerce  is  an  act  without  parallel.  In  a  word, 
the  sentiments  delivered  on  December  16th  by  Monsieur 
Gerard,  by  order  of  the  King  of  France,  are  sentiments 
rarely  entertained  by  princes,  and  which,  together  with  these 
remarkable  treaties,  must  rank  him,  not  only  among  the 
greatest  monarchs  of  France,  but  in  history." 

On  the  13th  of  March  the  information  of  these  treaties  was 
communicated  to  the  British  Court.  The  English  Ambass- 
ador was  at  once  recalled  from  Paris,  which  was  virtually  a 
declaration  of  war.  The  French  Treaties  were  ratified  by  the 
American  Congress  on  the  5th  of  May.  The  greatest  enthu- 
siasm prevailed .  The  hereditary  hatred  toward  France  which 
had  hitherto  prevailed  in  America  was  changed  to  respect, 
gratitude  and  affection.  In  the  British  Parliament  the  most 
virulent  debates  now  took  place.  The  Opposition  were  de- 
cided in  advocacy  of  acknowledging  the  independence  of  the 
Colonies.  A  protracted  war  with  France  as  a  party  to  it,  they 
declared,  would  involve  great  loss  to  British  commerce.  The 
Earl  of  Chatham,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  was  protesting  elo- 
quently against  the  dismemberment  of  the  British  Empire, 
when  he  fell  in  a  fainting  fit.  Almost  at  the  same  time  Gen- 
eral Burgoyne,  at  home  a  prisoner  on  parole,  coolly  took  his 
seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  and  vehemently  denounced  the 
inefficient  conduct  of  the  war.  It  must  be  acknowledged  that 
there  was  a  disposition  exhibited  at  the  first  to  discredit  the 
French  alliance.  The  Philadelphia  Ledger  openly  favored 
reconciliation  with  England,  and  denounced  the  French  as 
an  "ambitious  and  treacherous  power,"  a  people  led  by  the 
worst  elements  of  the  Romish  Church.  At  a  later  period 
the  failures  of  D'Estaing  and  others  to  accomplish  what  had 
been  expected  were  made  the  subject  of  unfriendly  criticism. 
Another  sentiment  ruled  in  the  counsels  of  American  patriots. 
The  despondent  and  half-starved  army  at  Valley  Forge  were 
elated  at  the  news  that  a  powerful  champion  had  come  to 
their  aid,  and  made  the  welkin  ring  with  their  glad  huzzas 
for  France  and  Louis  XVI.     On  the  5th  of  Mav  the  Com- 
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mander-in-Chief  issued  a  General  Order  for  the  celebration 
of  the  event,  beginning  with  these  words  : 

"It  having  pleased  the  Almighty  Kuler  of  the  Universe  pro- 
pitiously to  defend  the  cause  of  the  United  American  States 
and  finally  by  raising  up  a  powerful  friend  among  the  Princes 
of  the  Earth  to  establish  our  Liberty  and  Independence, "etc. 

The  ratification  of  the  French  treaties  had  rendered  all 
plans  for  conciliation  hopeless.  Nevertheless  commissioners 
were  appointed  to  offer  terms  of  compromise  to  the  insurgent 
Colonies.  The  French  Ministry  were  alarmed.  To  close  the 
breach  between  England  and  America  would  be  fatal  to  her 
plans.  Count  Vergennes  accordingly  hastened  to  carry  the 
treaties  into  effect.  Vice-Admiral  Count  D'Estaing  was  sent 
to  America  with  a  powerful  fleet  openly  as  auxiliary  to  the 
Americans.  The  British  Ministry  immediately  gave  orders 
for  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia.  With  Count  D'Estaing 
came  M.  Gerard  de  Rayneval,  the  French  Envoy.  A  delega- 
tion from  Congress,  of  which  John  Hancock  was  one,  met  the 
flag-ship  at  Chester,  and  going  on  board  greeted  M.  Gerard 
in  the  warmest  terms.  The  King  of  France  was  also  eulo- 
gized as  "the  Protector  of  the  Rights  of  Humanity,"  and 
afterward  on  every  occasion  of  public  demonstration  that  title 
was  given  him.  M.  Gerard  proved  an.  invaluable  friend  and 
counsellor. 

Count  D'Estaing  had  been  charged  with  three  missions 
which,  as  will  be  seen,  were  too  onerous  and  difficult.  He  was 
instructed  to  blockade  the  British  fleet  in  the  Delaware,  to  pro- 
mote revolt  in  Lower  Canada,  and  to  protect  the  French 
possessions  in  the  West  Indies  and  on  the  Continent.  He 
had  sailed  directly  to  the  Delaware  in  order  to  execute  the 
first  of  these  instructions,  and  was  unsuccessful.  The  Briti>li 
Army  acting  under  orders  from  home  had  evacuated  Phila- 
delphia and  returned  to  Noav  York,  whither  the  fleet  had 
already  gone.  On  their  way  thither  they  were  overtaken  at 
Monmouth  and  defeated  by  those  very  men  from  Valley  Forge 
whom  they  had  before  affected  to  despise.  At  this  battle  t  he 
young  Marquis  de  La  Fayette  flattered  himself,  from  his 
advanced  position  under  General  Lee,  (hat  he  would  win  the 
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first  laurels  of  the  day.  Imagine  his  chagrin  and  mortifica- 
tion when  that  officer  commanded  a  retreat.  Eyer  since  his 
release  from  British  captivity,  Gen.  Lee  exhibited  coldness  and 
more  disaffection  toward  the  American  cause,  if  we  refrain 
from  a  more  just  but  harsher  term.  To  the  earnest  appeal  of 
Gen.  La  Fayette  he  coldly  replied:  "You  do  not  know 
British  soldiers,  we  cannot  stand  against  them."  "  British 
soldiers  have  been  beaten  and  maybe  again/'  said  the  intrepid 
La  Fayette,  "at  any  rate  I  am  disposed  to  make  the  trial." 
Observing  that  Lee's  actions  were  suspicious  he  promptly 
gave  notice  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  that  his  presence  on 
that  part  of  the  field  was  of  the  greatest  importance.  Lee's 
misconduct  prevented  the  total  rout  of  the  British  Army,  but 
Washington  reached  the  place  in  time  to  save  the  fortunes  of 
the  day. 

I  may  mention  just  here  that  in  the  campaign  of  1778  and 
1779  in  the  Jerseys,  La  Fayette  had  with  him  in  the  service 
that  distinguished  Frenchman,  Armand  Charles  Tufin, 
Marquis  de  la  Rourie,  who  fought  at  Eed  Bank,  Camden  and 
Yorktown,  and  like  the  trusted  Duportail  was  often  with 
Washington  at  the  headquarters  in  Morristown.  Also  another 
brave  French  officer,  Count  Duplessis,  who  fought  nobly  at 
Fort  Mercer  and  Eed  Bank,  and  of  whom  Washington  says  in 
a  letter  to  Congress,  "he  possesses  a  degree  Of  modesty  not 
always  found  in  men  who  perform  brilliant  actions." 

After  the  battle  of  Monmouth  a  plan  was  agreed  upon  by 
Washington  and  D'Estaing  for  driving  the  British  from 
Rhode  Island.  Gen.  Sullivan  was  placed  in  command  to 
co-operate  with  the  French  forces.  The  campaign  opened 
auspiciously,  but  was  destined  to  close  with  bitter  disappoint- 
ment. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  French  fleet,  July  29th,  the  British 
hastened  to  destroy  ten  of  their  vessels,  lest  they  should 
become  prizes  to  the  victors,  and  two  commanders  next 
agreed  to  attack  the  enemy  in  his  intrenchmenfcs,  but  on 
that  very  day  a  British  fleet  of  36  vessels  appeared  and 
D'Estaing  put  forth  to  meet  them.  A  terrible  storm  arose, 
which  discomfited   Gen.  Sullivan   on   shore    and  compelled 
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the  Admiral  to  desist  from  an  engagement  which  he  had 
begun  with  great  enthusiasm  and  every  hope  of  success.  He 
sailed  for  Boston  to  repair,  and  at  the  very  time  when  victory 
seemed  in  reach  of  the  American  forces,  and  the  British  army 
at  Newport  likely  to  meet  the  fate  of  Burgoyne,  he  sailed 
for  the  West  Indies  to  fight  the  enemy  there.  Necessary  as 
this  movement  might  have  been  to  French  interests,  it  was 
most  unfortunate  for  the  Americans.  A  victory  in  Rhode 
Island  in  1779  would  probably  have  terminated  the  war. 
Gen.  Sullivan  protested  in  severe  terms.  At  this  the  Admiral 
remonstrated,  but  was  soothed  by  an  explanation  which  may 
remind  us  of  some  of  the  occurrences  of  our  late  Civil  War. 
D'Estaing  was  a  soldier,  and  his  chief  officers  on  the  French 
fleet  resented  the  placing  of  a  military  officer  in  a  naval  com- 
mand over  them.  They  did  not  scruple  to  embarrass  his 
movements  in  various  ways  and  to  prevent  their  success. 
They  stand  justly  chargeable,  therefore,  with  the  great  failure. 
"The  Count  himself  wished  to  remain  with  us,"  Gen.  Sulli- 
van wrote  to  Washington,  "  but  was  overruled  in  council  by 
his  captains."  To  have  deviated  from  the  advice  of  his  council 
would  have  been  attended  with  ill  consequences  to  him  in 
case  of  misfortune. 

Having  captured  St.  Vincent  and  Granada,  D'Estaing  lost 
no  time  in  returning  to  our  shores.  He  co-operated  with 
Gen.  Lincoln  in  an  unsuccessful  attack  upon  Savannah,  and 
after  the  final  repulse  sailed  again  for  the  West  Indies  and 
returned  at  once  to  France.  He  had  failed  in  all  he  had 
undertaken,  yet  his  services  both  to  America  and  his  own 
Government  were  of  great  importance.  He  captured  a 
number  of  armed  and  transport  vessels,  opened  the  southern 
ports  to  trading  vessels,  and  destroyed  the  prestige  of  the 
British  navy  on  the  sea.  He  was  energetic,  adventurous  and 
indefatigable,  and  as  ardent  and  enthusiastic  as  a  youth.  It 
must  in  justice  be  added  that  he  made  the  British  project  to 
detach  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas  from  the  American  Confed- 
eration impracticable.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  pronounced  his 
operations  highly  disastrous  to  British  interests,  yet,  even 
though  the  military  and  naval  co-operation   of  the  French 
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did  not  realize  that  which  had  been  hoped  and  expected,  the 
other  advantages  from  the  alliance  were  most  important. 
The  influence  upon  the  politics  and  action  of  other  European 
States  was  invaluable.  Russia  never  hesitated  to  express 
sympathy  with  the  new  nation.  Spain  adhered  to  the  Royal 
Family  Alliance,  and  joined  France  in  active  military  opera- 
tions. The  opposition  in  England  was  encouraged  to  demand 
the  suspension  of  hostilities.  Lord  North  himself  desired 
peace  on  honorable  terms ;  indeed,  it  would  have  been  conceded 
at  this  very  time,  but  for  the  excessive  and  unreasonable  pride 
and  obstinacy  of  the  British  King. 

France  was  as  liberal  with  her  money  as  with  her  military 
forces.  Between  the  years  1778  and  1783  she  lent  this  country 
near  $3,500,000,  besides  guaranteeing  a  loan  of  $1,750,000  from 
Holland  and  paying  the  interest.  In  addition  to  these  sums 
the  King,  Louis  XVI,  in  1783  made  us  a  present  of  a  million 
of  dollars  outright.  The  French  Ambassador  actually  sup- 
ported several  members  of  Congress  who  were  not  able  under 
the  impoverished  state  of  their  private  fortunes  to  remain  at 
Philadelphia.  Large  sums  also  were  contributed  by  individ- 
uals— grand  men  like  Beaumarchais,  who  was  but  partly  repaid 
for  his  advances,  and  then  reluctantly,  after  half  a  century 
had  elapsed. 

The  next  scene  in  the  drama  exhibits  our  constant  friend 
and  ally,  Gen.  La  Fayette,  in  another  and  still  more  illustrious 
light.  The  course  of  his  distinguished  countryman  and 
relative,  Count  D'Estaing,  had  been  to  him  a  most  bitter 
disappointment.  He  now  resolved  to  go  back  to  France  him- 
self and  try  his  own  efforts.  The  romantic  story,  thehero- 
ism  and  achievements  of  this  youth  of  22,  had  made  him  the 
idol  of  the  French  nation.  He  was  also  a  favorite  of  the 
young  King.  He  procured  an  agreement  from  Louis  XVI  to 
send  to  this  country  six  vessels  of  the  line  and  6000  troops  after- 
ward increased  to  12,000,  to  serve  under  the  direction  and 
orders  of  Gen.  Washington.  He  also  purchased  a  large 
outfit  of  arms  and  clothing,  which  he  afterwards  distributed 
gratuitously  to  the  men  under  his  command. 

The  arrival  of  Count  do  Rochambeau  at  Newport,  July  10, 
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1780,  showed  that  France  was  now  determined  to  support 
America  with  her  entire  power.  The  most  illustrious  of  the 
French  nobility  came  with  the  army.  It  was  a  galaxy  of 
noble  names.  There  was  the  Baron  and  Count  de  Viomenil, 
the  brave  Counts  William  and  Christian  de  DeuxPonts,  the 
no  less  courageous  Vis  count  de  Kochambeau,  the  handsome 
Count  de  Fersen,  the  fascinating  Duke  de  Lauzun,  the  lively 
and  impressionable  M.  De  Tilly,  the  gallant  and  gifted  Vis- 
count de  Noailles  ;  also  Counts  de  Damas  and  de  Segur,  the 
witty  M.  Blanchard,  Chevalier  de  Chastellux,  the  clever 
historian,  the  accomplished  Chevalier  de  Lameth  and  the 
unfortunate  Count  de  Custine  ;  also  the  accomplished  soldier 
Duportail,  so  constantly  with  Washington  at  Morristown  and 
Yorktown,  the  warm  hearted  and  volatile  Fleury  and  Count 
Duplessis,  as  modest  as  he  was  gallant,  and  others  equally 
celebrated  and  illustrious  followed  the  troops.  Delay,  how- 
ever, rendered  it  impossible  to  realize  the  expected  achieve- 
ments of  1780.  A  British  fleet  long  blockaded  the  French 
squadron  at  Brest.  Washington  felt  keenly  the  failure. 
He  writes  respecting  it:  "  Disappointed  of  the  second 
division  of  French  troops,  but  more  especially  in  the  expected 
naval  superiority,  which  was  the  pivot  upon  which  everything 
turned,  we  have  been  compelled  to  spend  an  inactive  cam- 
paign, after  a  nattering  prospect  at  the  opening  of  it,  and 
vigorous  struggles  to  make  it  a  decisive  one  on  our  part/'  * 

Money  and  a  naval  force  were  the  two  pressing  wants  of 
the  hour.  There  had  been  more  reasons  than  this  for  dis- 
couragement. A  cabal  in  Congress  had  been  eager  to  remove 
him  from  command,  and  had  so  far  carried  out  their  purpose 
as  to  make  subordinate  officers  almost  independenl  of  his 
authority.  At  the  same  time,  as  at  Saratoga,  the  most 
erfcient  of  his  troops  were  detached  and  placed  under  these 
officers,  while  he  was  regarded  as  accountable  for  not  accom- 
plishing more  satisfactory  results.  In  conformity  to  this 
policy,  Gen.  Gates  had  been  placed  in  com  maud,  first  in  New 
York,  then  in  New  England  and  finally  ai  the  South.     The 


*  Sparks's  Writings  of  Washington.,  VI I.    !!i 
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defeat  at  Camden,  threatening  as  it  was  to  the  stability 
of  the  American  Confederation,  served  the  purpose  to 
put  an  end  to  the  intrigues  in  Congress.  The  treason  of 
Gen.  Arnold,  however,  was  even  more  disheartening. 
"Whom  can  we  trust?"  was  the  cry  that  this  intelli- 
gence elicited  from  the  Commander-in-Chief.  His 
prompt  measures,  however,  prevented  the  treason  from 
going  further  or  working  any  advantage  to  the  British 
cause.  The  sad  experiences  of  1780  were,  indeed,  salutary. 
They  had  cleared  the  political  atmosphere  and  made  it  easier 
to  organize  victory. 

Lord  Cornwallis  had  regarded  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas  as 
permanently  subjected.  The  operations  of  Generals  Greene 
and  Morgan  disabused  him  somewhat  of  that  illusion.  He 
perceived  that  Virginia  must  probably  be  his  decisive  battle 
ground.  General  Washington  accordingly  sent  General  La 
Fayette  thither  with  1,200  men  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
the  local  militia  and  a  naval  force  detached  from  the  French 
squadron  under  M.  de  Tilly.  The  little  fleet  was  soon  success- 
ful in  capturing  prizes,  on  one  of  which,  the  Eomulus,  they 
found  £10,000  and  clothing,  destined  for  General  Arnold's 
troops.  A  second  expedition  under  M.  Destanches,  with 
Baron  Viomenil  and  a  land  force,  proved  less  successful  and 
returned  to  New  York  shortly  after. 

Colonel  Bochambeau,  who  had  been  sent  to  France,  arrived 
on  the  6th  of  May  at  Boston,  accompanied  by  M.  de  Barras, 
the  new  commander  of  the  French  squadron  at  Newport, 
bringing  the  intelligence  that  Count  de  Grasse  had  sailed 
from  Brest  with  a  powerful  fleet  which  should  defend  the 
French  possessions.  Only  500  troops  could  be  spared  for  the 
American  service,  but  the  King  had  as  an  equivalent  sent  six 
millions  in  money,  so  greatly  needed.  M.  de  Barras  lost  no  time 
in  reporting  to  the  American  commander.  A  conference  was 
held  at  Weathersfield,  which  he  did  not  attend.  Washington 
was  attended  by  Generals  Knox  and  Duportail;  Rochambeau, 
by  the  Chevalier  de  Chastelleux.  The  policy  was  now  agreed 
upon,  to  leave  Count  de  Barras  at  Newport,  for  its  defense, 


OUR   FRENCH    ALLIES   Itf   THE   REVOLUTION.  159 

and  to  operate  directly  against  New  York,  sending  no  more 
troops  southward. 

A  word  here  may  give  us  a  better  view  of  the  discretion 
and  ability  of  the  French  General.  Upon  his  arrival  at  New- 
port in  July,  1 780,  he  was  eagerly  importuned  by  the  young 
Marquis  de  La  Fayette  to  begin  offensive  operations  again- 1 
the  British  forces.  Rochambeau  replied,  calling  attention  to 
the  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy  and  their  support  by  an 
imposing  navy: 

"  It  is  always  well,  my  dear  Marquis,"  he  wrote,  "to  believe 
that  the  French  are  invincible,  but  I  will  confide  to  you  a 
great  secret ;  after  an  experience  of  forty  years  I  must  tell 
you  that  there  are  none  more  easily  beaten  when  they  have 
lost  confidence  in  their  leader;  and  they  lose  it  immediately 
when  they  suspect  that  they  have  been  compromised  by  a 
private  and  personal  ambition.  If  I  have  been  happy  enough 
to  keep  till  the  present  time  the  confidence  of  those  who  fol- 
ow  me,  it  is  because  that  after  th.3  m)^  33rapaloii3  ex  am  ia- 
tion  of  my  conscience  I  can  safely  assert,  that  of  about  15,000 
men  who  have  been  killed  under  my  orders,  I  cannot  reproach 
myself  with  the  death  of  one." 

On  the  11th  of  June,  1781,  the  camp  of  eleven  months  at 
Newport  was  broken  up  and  the  troops  set  out  for  their  new 
point  of  destination.  They  had  made  themselves  popular, 
and  their  march  was  greeted  as  a  military  triumph.  Per- 
haps the  old  jest  was  as  true  then  as  afterward,  "  Our  people 
love  to  celebrate  victories  before  the  battle  is  fought."  The 
troops  were  entertained  all  the  way  by  the  people  and  every- 
where hailed  as  the  deliverers  of  America.  Exact  discipline 
and  freedom  from  trespass  upon  private  property  character- 
ized their  entire  march.  Du  Ponceau,  who  assisted  Baron 
Steuben  in  preparing  his  "Army  Discipline,"  writes  thai  "the 
army  of  Rochambeau  at  this  date  was  so  thorough  1\  well 
conducted  that  not  a  soldier  took  even  an  apple  or  a  poach  from 
an  orchard  without  leave  having  been  previously  obtained,  and 
it  was  giveu  out  in  General  Orders  that  in  oase  of  any  dispute 
between  a  Frenchman  and  an  American  the  former  should  be 
punished  whether  he  was  in  the  right  or  wrong,  and  this  rule 
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was  strictly  adhered  to.  I  believe  there  is  no  example  of 
anything  similar  in  history."  (See  Penn.,  Mag.  of  Hist,  and 
Biog.,  II/24.) 

Arriving  at  the  Hudson  the  united  forces  lay  encamped  six 
weeks.  It  soon  became  apparent  that  it  would  be  impracti- 
cable to  make  a  general  attack  upon  New  York  without  a 
superior  naval  force.  A  correspondence  between  General 
Rochambeau  and  Count  de  Grasse  had  impressed  the  latter 
with  the  distresses  of  the  Southern  States,  and  above  all  of 
Virginia,  which  had  nothing  to  oppose  the  inroads  of  Corn- 
wallis  except  the  small  body  of  troops  under  La  Fayette.  As 
the  proposed  attack  upon  New  York  was  under  contempla- 
tion, a  letter  came  to  Newport  from  the  Count  stating  that 
he  would  sail  from  San  Domingo  with  his  entire  fleet  and 
3,200  land  troops,  for  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  At  once  the  two 
Generals  resolved  to  abandon  the  attempt  upon  New  York 
and  to  enter  upon  a  campaign  against  Cornwallis. 

On  the  21st  of  July  the  American  Army  crossed  the 
Hudson  at  Stony  Point,  and  the  French  two  days  later.  The 
two  armies  took  different  routes  and  the  appearance  of 
threatening  New  York  was  sedulously  kept  up.  The  French 
passed  through  Chatham,  Whippany,  Springfield  and  New 
Brunswick,  as  if  to  menace  Staten  Island  or  occupy  Sandy 
Hook  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  entrance  of  the  French 
fleet  into  New  York  harbor.  The  march  was  meanwhile  con- 
tinued to  Trenton  and  thence  to  Philadelphia,  where  the 
army  arrived  September  4th.  Their  reception  there  was  a 
grand  ovation.  They  marched  through  the  town  with  music, 
the  streets  were  crowded,  and  ladies  splendidly  attired 
thronged  the  windows.  They  next  marched  in  single  file 
before  the  Congress  and  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  the 
French  Ambassador,  and  the  next  day  went  through  the 
excercise  of  fire-arms.  The  spectators,  twenty  thousand  in 
number,  were  surprised  and  enraptured  at  the  perfection  of 
their  evolutions. 

"  This  day  was  destined  for  favorable  omens,"  wrote  de 
Chastellux.  The  French  Ambassador  had  invited  all  the 
officers  to  dine  with  him.      As  they  were  seated  at  the  table 
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an  express  was  received.  The  host  hurried  to  relieve  the 
general  anxiety.  ■''  Thirty-six  ships  of  the  line,  commanded 
by  M.  le  Comte  de  Grasse,  have  arrived  in  Cheaspeake  Bay,'' 
said  he,  "and  36,00  men  have  landed  and  opened  commun- 
ications with  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette."  Joy  and  exultation 
beamed  on  every  countenance  and  everyone  predicted  a  speedy 
conclusion  of  the  struggle.  The  news  spread  all  over  Phila- 
delphia ;  the  residence  of  the  French  minister  was  thronged 
by  crowds,  and  the  air  rang  with  the  cry  of  "  Long  live  Loui.s 
XVI."  It  was  this  same  Philip  Louis  Marquis  de  Chastellux 
to  whom,  upon  his  marriage  in  1787,  Washington  wrote  the 
following  most  witty  letter:  "I  saw  by  the  eulogium  you 
often  made  on  the  happiness  of  domestic  life  in  America  that 
you  had  swallowed  the  bait  and  that  you  would  as  surely  be 
taken  one  day  or  another  as  that  you  were  a  philosopher  and 
a  soldier.  So  your  day  has  at  length  come.  I  am  glad  of  it, 
with  all  my  heart  and  soul.  It  is  quite  good  enough  for  you. 
Now  you  are  well  served  for  coming  to  fight  in  favor  of  the 
American  rebels  all  the  way  across  the  Atlantic  ocean,  by 
catching  that  terrible  contagion,  domestic  felicity,  which,  like 
the  small-pox  or  the  plague,  a  man  can  have  only  once  in  his 
life." 

On  the  fifth  of  September  Admiral  Graves  appeared  off 
Cheaspeake  Bay  and  was  promptly  encountered  by  the  Count 
de  Grasse,  losing  two  frigates  in  the  contest.  It  had  not 
been  the  purpose  of  the  Count  at  first  to  operate  in  the 
Cheaspeake,  but  to  proceed  to  New  Foundland  with  a  view  to 
the  recovery  of  Canada.  At  the  entreaty  of  both  Generals 
Washington  and  Eochambeau,  he  changed  this  purpose  and 
arrived  at  the  Cheaspeake  at  the  moment  most  fortunate  as 
well  as  propitious  for  the  American  cause. 

The  several  commanders  reached  Williamsburgh  Septem- 
ber 14th.  This  was  the  Capital  of  Virginia,  and  hero  were 
the  headquarters  of  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette.  The  ardent 
young  Frenchman  was  overjoyed  to  greet  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.  For  months,  with  a  small  force,  he  had  been  employed 
in  protecting  Virginia  from  the  troops  of  Lord  Oornwallis, 
often  barely  escaping  capture.     When  the  latter  finally  took 
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possession  of  Yorktown,  he  had  not  a  doubt  that  he  would 
soon  complete  his  operations  by  this  achievement.  "The 
boy  cannot  escape  me,  "  was  his  boast  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
But  La  Fayette  was  not  so  easy  to  find.  He  would  dart 
forward  as  if  to  engage  in  general  battle,  and  as  suddenly 
retire.  He  had  the  knowledge  of  Cornwallis'  movements  and 
intentions,  and  was  able  to  deceive  him  in  regard  to  his  own. 
The  arrival  of  the  investing  armies  from  the  North  put  an 
end  to  his  danger  and  anxiety.  Word  was  given  to  Count  de 
Grasse  and  a  conference  was  held  on  board  his  flag-ship.  The 
Admiral  desired  to  leave  a  small  force  to  hold  the  Bay  and 
employ  the  rest  in  active  operations  outside.  The  best 
strategists  of  the  army  were  aware  that  Cornwallis  could  not 
sustain  himself.  But  Generals  Washington  and  Eochambeau 
desired  to  make  sure  without  risking  too  much.  At  their 
entreaty  he  consented  to  remain  and  blockade  the  Bay,  while 
the  armies  should  operate  directly  upon  Yorktown . 

An  amusing  story  is  related  of  this  interview.  (Custis' 
Eecollections.)  As  General  Washington  reached  the  quarter- 
deck of  the  "Ville  de  Paris,"  the  flag-ship,  Admiral  de  Grasse 
embraced  him,  kissing  him  on  each  cheek.  As  he  hugged 
him,  he  uttered  the  French  phrase  of  endearment :  "  Moid 
clier  petit  General  (my  dear  little  General)".  The  Count  was 
tall,  but  so,  too,  was  Washington.  The  term  'petit,  or  little, 
applied  to  his  large  and  commanding  person  was  too  much 
for  his  companions.  The  French,  true  to  the  ancient,  rigid 
etiquette,  preserved  gravity  as  best  they  could,  but  General 
Knox,  "regardless  of  all  rules  laughed,  and  that  aloud,  till  his 
fat  sides  shook  again." 

On  the  27th  of  September,  General  AVashington  issued  an 
order  of  battle,  and  on  the  28th  the  entire  combined  army 
was  put  in  motion  ;  on  the  30th  Yorktown  was  completely 
invested.  On  the  left  were  the  French,  on  the  right  the 
Americans.  The  former  were  commanded  by  the  Viscount 
and  Baron  Viomenil  and  the  Marquis  de  St.  Simon  ;  the  lat- 
ter by  Baron  Steuben,  Generals  Wayne,  La  Fayette  and  Lin- 
coln. The  siege  was  conducted  with  great  vigor  and  pre- 
cision.     General   Washington   spent   the   first   night  before 
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Yorktown  under  a  mulberry  tree.  His  anxiety  must  have 
been  intense.  The  army  before  him  was  composed  of  veteran 
troops,  commanded  by  one  of  the  ablest  British  Generals,  well 
supplied  and  confident.  He  had  but  one  officer  competent 
to  direct  a  siege,  to  oppose  to  men  adepts  in  the  art  and 
science  of  military  defense.  It  is  due  to  the  troops  to  saj 
that  the  orders  of  Baron  Steuben  were  promptly  obeyed,  and 
that  the  French  forces  were  equally  energetic.  On  the  6th  of 
October  the  first  parallel  was  established  within  six  hundred 
yards  of  the  British  works,  and  on  the  11th  the  second  was 
opened  three  hundred  yards  nearer.  The  French  in  this  siege 
were  rivals  to  each  other;  each  officer  was  envious  of  every  one 
sent  on  a  dangerous  attempt.  They  exposed  themselves  need- 
lessly to  examine  the  works  of  the  enemy  and  advanced  out- 
posts. Common  soldiers  rivaled  the  officers  in  daring  enter- 
prises. General  Eochambeau  himself,  to  settle  a  question,  left 
the  trenches,  descended  into  the  ravine,  ascended  the  opposite 
escarpment  and  approached  the  enemy's  redoubt,  up  to  the 
abattis  surrounding  it. 

General  La  Fayette  and  Baron  Viomenil  were  appointed  to 
capture  the  two  redoubts  which  embarassed  our  operations.  A 
friendly  rivalry  existed  between  these  two  officers.  Colonel 
Alexander  Hamilton  led  the  American  storming  party,  and 
Count  William  Deux  Ponts  the  French.  La  Fayette  carried  his 
redoubt  five  minutes  the  sooner,  owing  to  not  waiting  to  rem<  >ve 
the  abattis.  The  British  soldiers  were  generally  half  drunk 
when  fighting,  and  such  was  the  case  at  this  time.  The  bom- 
bardment was  now  kept  up  without  cessation  for  five  days. 
The  earthworks  afforded  but  inadequate  defense.  An  at- 
tempt at  sortie  was  repulsed,  then  escape  was  attempted,  and 
finally,  on  the  17th  of  Qctober3  Lord  Cornwallis  offered  to 
surrender.  The  mistake  of  D'Estaing  at  Savanna  in  giving 
twenty-four  hours  was  not  repeated,  and  in  two  hours  Corn- 
wallis had  acceded  to  the  terms  of  capitulation,  with  "the 
same  honors  as  were  granted  to  the  American  garrison  at 
Charleston."  The  Commissioners  negotiating  the  treaty  of 
capitulation   were   Lieutenant-Colonel    Dnndaa    and     Major 
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Eoss  on  the  part  of  the  British  ;  Viscount  de  Noailles  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Laurens  on  the  part  of  the  Americans. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Parke  Custis  remarks  :  "  Here,  as  at  Stony 
Point,  notwithstanding  the  provocation  to  retaliate,  which 
was  justified  by  the  inhuman  massacres  of  Paoli  and  Fort 
Griswold,  mercy,  divine  mercy,  perched  triumphant  on  our 
country's  colors." 

Imagine  the  emotions  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  as  he 
signed  the  compact  of  capitulation  that  memorable  19th 
of  October.  "A  glorious  moment  for  America,''  wrote  Gen- 
eral Knox  to  his  wife.  "  The  play  is  over  and  the  fifth  act 
has  closed,"  said  La  Fayette.  It  was  a  proud  day  for  him; 
he  had  coped  with  Cornwallis  and  mastered  him  in  tactics; 
he  bad  received  the  highest  honor,  commanding  alternately 
three  Field  Marshals  of  France  and  the  troops  under  them. 
"The  General  congratulates  the  army  upon  the  glorious 
event  of  yesterday,"  was  the  opening  sentence  of  an  order  by 
the  Commander-in-Chief.  Then  he  praised  the  King  of 
France,  Admiral  de  Grasse,  General  Eochambeau,  Baron  de 
Viomenil ;  his  own  Generals,  Lincoln,  La  Fayette  and  Steu- 
ben, to  whom  he  was  personally  attached  ;  naming  others  till 
his  paper  would  hardly  hold  out ;  and  finally  adding  that  his 
thanks  if  given  to  each  individual  of  merit  in  the  army  would 
comprehend  them  all. 

It  was  the  wish  of  General  Washington  to  follow  up  this 
victory  by  the  long-deferred  attack  upon  New  York.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  easy  now  to  drive  the  enemy  from  our  soil.  Per- 
haps he  was  right.  With  him,  years  of  disaster  were  insuffi- 
cient to  obliterate  hope  of  final  success,  and  he  hardly  per- 
mitted the  ardor  of  victory  to  overcome  his  judgment.  If  his 
purpose  had  been  carried  into  effect  the  first  years  of  the  new 
nation  would  not  have  been  clouded  by  British  arrogance  and 
pusillanimity. 

Both  de  Grasse  and  Eochambeau  opposed  this  proposition. 
The  Admiral  had  been  commanded  to  go  to  the  aid  of  the 
Spanish  allies  in  the  West  Indies  and  would  do  no  more  ; 
General  Rochambeau  was  not  willing  to  engage  in  another 
campaign  that  same  year.     It  is  not  necessary  to  recapitulate 
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the  history  of  the  ensuing  year.  The  French  army  remained 
in  Virginia  till  the  next  season,  and  then  returned  to  the 
North,  receiving  the  most  cordial  and  flattering  attentions 
along  their  route.  It  having  finally  been  decided  that  there 
would  be  no  further  service  required  of  them  in  America 
they  proceeded  to  Boston  to  embark  for  the  West  Indies. 
They  had  already  imbibed  the  American  sentiment  of  lib- 
erty. "I  was  obliged,"  says  Count  Segur,  "to  keep,  night 
and  day,  a  strict  watch.  The  prospect  of  happiness  which 
liberty  presented  to  the  soldiers  in  this  country,  had  create  1 
in  them  a  desire  to  quit  their  colors  and  remain  in  America." 

While  at  Boston  the  French  officers  were  treated  with 
marked  distinction.  The  Legislature  paid  a  congratulatory 
visit  to  the  Baron  de  Viomenil,  and  Samuel  Adams  addressed 
him  in  their  behalf.  A  dinner  was  given  to  the  French  offi- 
cers, at  which  General  Hancock  presided.  One  day  the  Rev, 
Dr.  Cooper  addressed  them  in  these  prophetic  words  : 

"Take  care,"  said  he,  "take  care,  young  men,  lest  the 
triumph  of  the  cause  on  this  virgin  soil  should  too  much  in- 
fluence your  hopes.  You  will  carry  away  with  you  the  germs 
of  these  generous  sentiments;  but  if  you  ever  attempt  to 
propagate  them  on  your  native  soil,  after  so  many  ages  of 
corruption,  you  will  have  to  surmount  far  different  obstacles. 
It  has  cost  us  much  blood  to  conquer  liberty,  but  you  will 
have  to  shed  it  in  torrents  before  you  can  establish  it  in 
Europe." 

"How  many  times,"  says  Count  Damas,  "during  our 
political  storm,  during  our  fatal  days,  have  I  called  to 
mind  those  prophetic  warnings  ;  but  the  inestimable  prize 
which  the  Americans  obtained  by  their  sacrifice  was  always 
present  to  my  mind." 

Many  did  make  America  their  future  home,  and  others 
who  returned  to  France  were  eager  to  go  once  more  to  the 
United  States.  The  enthusiasm  of  liberty  enkindled  there 
continued  its  impulse  till  not  only  revolution  but  a  new  book 
of  history  was  begun  in  Europe. 

There  is,  however,  much  that  is  painful  in  the  retrospect. 
Count  de  Grasse,  to  whom  we  owed  so  much  in  the  last  BCenea 
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of  ourj  drama,  went  hence  only  to  encounter  melancholy 
reverses  of  fortune.  He  engaged  in  several  naval  conflicts, 
finally  suffering  capture  by  Admiral  Rodney,  April  12,  1782. 
It  was  one  of  the  revenges  of  history  that  on  that  occasion  his 
flag-ship,  the  Ville  de  Paris,  was  encountered  by  the  Canada, 
commanded  by  Captain  Cornwallis,  and  after  a  fierce  struggle, 
in  which  but  three  men  were  left  alive  on  his  vessel,  was 
forced  to  strike  her  colors.  Thus  the  English  officer  avenged 
the  fate  of  his  more  celebrated  brother  at  Yorktown.  Losing 
the  favor  of  his  King  for  that  misfortune,  de  Grasse  never 
returned  to  active  service.  "Brave  and  good  as  the  Captain 
of  a  ship,'*  says  G-uerin,  "the  Count  de  Grasse  was  an 
embarrassing  commander  and  a  still  more  ill-starred  Admiral." 
His  last  years  were  unhappy,  and  he  finally  died  in  January, 
1788.  Washington  learning  of  this,  wrote  to  Eochambeau  : 
"  His  frailties  should  be  buried  with  him  in  the  grave,  while 
his  name  will  be  long  deservedly  dear  to  this  Country."  His 
six  daughters  came  to  this  country  as  exiles  during  the 
French  Revolution,  and  a  pension  of  $10,000  a  year  was  set- 
tled on  them,  while  his  son,  the  Count  de  Tilly,  was  employed 
as  an  engineer. 

Count  D'Estaing,  when  he  returned  home,  was  received  by 
the  King  with  flattering  distinction.  In  1783  he  commanded 
the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  and  in  1787  became 
Commandant  of  the  National  Guards.  He  was  finally  arrested 
as  a  suspect,  and  having  given  testimony  in  favor  of  the 
Queen  at  her  trial,  he  was  himself  tried  in  1794  and 
beheaded. 

General  Rochambean,  after  his  return  from  America, 
received  the  merited  office  of  Marshal  of  France.  He  after- 
ward fell  under  the  displeasure  of  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal 
and  was  condemned  to  death.  The  death  of  Robespierre, 
however,  saved  him  from  execution,  and  he  lived  to  hold 
honorable  place  under  the  Empire.  He  was  waiting  at  the 
hospital,  he  says,  where  thirteen  persons  were  inmates,  when 
the  officer  came  in  and  brought  twelve  "  acts  of  accusation,"  to 
accompany  the  Princess  Elizabeth.  Rochambeau  was  listening 
for  his  own  name,  when  the  first  officer  cried  out  :  "Didst 
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thou  not  hear,  Marshal  ?  that  I  said  on  entering,  there  ifl 
nothing  for  thee."  "I  am  deaf,"  replied  Rochambeau,  "  thou 
canst  surely  repeat  it  to  me." 

The  Duke  de  Lauzun  after  his  return  to  France  was 
elected  to  the  States  General.  He  aJso  served  in  the  army  of 
the  Republic  in  Corsica,  Savoy  and  La  Vendee  ;  but  his 
lenity  lost  him  favor,  and  he  was  condemned  and  beheaded 
the  last  day  of  the  year  1793.  Many  anecdotes  are  related 
concerning  him.  One  day  a  countryman  in  Connecticut  asked 
him  what  trade  his  father  followed.  Greatly  amused  he 
replied  :  "My  father  does  nothing,  but  I  have  an  uncle  who 
is  a  blacksmith,"  (a  marechal,  alluding  to  Marshal  de  Biron). 
"Good,  good,"  cried  the  man,  shaking  his  hand  warmly,  "it 
is  a  capital  trade." 

Perhaps,  however,  no  man  has  been  more  diversely  or  so 
inconclusively  judged  as  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette.  On  the 
one  hand  he  has  been  praised  as  equal  almost  to  Washington 
himself.  Yet  the  first  Napoleon  describes  him  as  "  only  a 
ninny,  without  civil  or  military  talent,  narrow  minded  and 
dissimulating,  a  sort  of  monomaniac,  with  whom  blindness 
took  the  place  of  reason."  The  dominant  weakness,  however, 
appears  to  have  been  an  excessive  love  of  popularity,  the  only 
human  recompense  which  he  seems  to  have  contemplated  as  the 
reward  of  all  his  efforts,  and  the  immoderate  pursuit  of  which 
appears  to  have  resulted  in  the  most  fatal  errors  of  his  life. 
But  it  seems  hardly  grateful  to  criticise  him.  In  our  cause 
he  enlisted  with  an  ardent,  youthful  enthusiasm  ;  he  contri- 
buted freely  of  his  private  fortune  ;  he  gave  his  best  energies 
If  we  name  his  love  of  popularity  the  "  passion  for  glory,"  it 
seems  hardly  a  weakness,  but  a  characteristic  honorable  to  its 
possessor. 

It  has  been  contemplated  to  place  on  the  proposed  monu- 
ment to  La  Fayette  in  the  city  of  Washington  the  four  subor- 
dinate figures  of  Rochambeau,  the  Chevalier  Du  port  ail. 
Count  de  Grasse,  and  Count  D'Estaing.  In  this  selection 
the  Washington  Association  of  New  Jersey,  the  Society  of 
the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  the  South  Carolina  Society  of 
Cincinnati,  the  New  York  as  well  as  the  New  Jersey  Historic;! 
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Society  concur.  The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  how- 
ever, dissents  and  recommends  instead  of  the  Count  D'Estaing 
and  Chevalier  Duportail,  the  Baron  de  Viomesnil  and  the 
Marquis  de  St.  Simon. 

It  is  no  pleasing  task  to  depreciate  the  services  of  any  of 
our  French  allies  at  the  time  that  " tried  men's  souls." 
Justice,  however,  demands  at  our  hands  to  uphold  the  higher 
claim  of  the  Chevalier  Duportail.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
who  came  hither  to  help  our  cause.  As  early  as  February, 
1777,  he  had  committed  his  fortunes  to  the  event  and  was 
placed  on  the  staff  of  Gren.  Washington.  He  served  in 
America  more  than  six  years,  enduring  the  same  hardships 
and  vicissitudes  as  our  soldiers.  He  was  admired  and 
praised  in  both  the  allied  armies  and  by  their  Commanders. 
At  Yorktown  he  received  the  special  acknowledgment  of 
Gen.  Washington  for  his  efficiency.  Eeturning  to  France  he 
received  the  dignity  of  Marechal  de  Champs  and  Minister  of 
War.  Resembling  La  Fayette  in  many  respects,  his  history 
was  very  similar.  Finally,  having  been  accused  in  the  time 
of  the  Revolution,  he  came  to  this  country,  where  he  remained 
ten  years.  While  his  services  exceed  six  years,  those  of  the 
Baron  de  Viomenil  were  but  two  years  and  nine  months, 
little  more  than  one-third  as  long.  We  do  not  care  to 
depreciate  the  qualities  of  M.  de  Viomenil ;  he  was  a  noble 
soldier  and  deserving  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held 
by  Count  de  Rochambeau,  as  Duportail  was  of  the  higher 
regard  bestowed  on  him  by  Washington. 

Why  St.  Simon  should  be  proposed  at  all  is  beyond  our 
power  to  surmise.  He  was  simply  a  Spaniard,  who  fought  as 
such,  with  no  sympathy  for  the  people  or  institutions  of  this 
country.  He  was  a  military  man  by  profession,  and  went,  in 
fact,  whither  he  was  ordered. 

The  Count  D'Estaing  was  from  the  first  a  warm  and 
earnest  friend  of  America.  Before  he  sailed  for  this  country 
he  had  used  all  his  powers  and  influence  in  our  behalf.  He 
was  sincere  and  devoted.  Upon  his  return  to  France  he 
pleaded  incessantly  with  the  French  Ministry  to  despatch  a 
large   force   to   our   aid.      Even    though   victory    had   been 
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snatched  from  his  reach  by  the  inclement  storm,  he  was  none 
the  less  ready  to  engage  in  conflict.  He  never  relaxed  in  his 
devotion  to  American  interests. 

We  plead  therefore  that  the  honor  which  is  contemplated 
for  our  earliest  and  most  constant  friends,  our  French  Allies, 
be  extended  to  the  men  with  whom  LaFayette  was  most  in 
sympathy.  They  amply  proved  their  deserving,  and  what  they 
accomplished  was  in  a  remarkable  degree  simply  the  extend- 
ing and  completing  of  what  he  himself  had  initiated. 
Duportail's  acts  were  like  his  brave  leader's,  and  won  for  the 
performer  a  rare  degree  of  Washington's  favor.  D'Estaing 
was  next  in  the  place  of  honor,  and  his  very  presence  here 
inspired  a  degree  of  hope  and  courage  in  our  leaders  and  sup- 
porters which  can  not  well  be  over-estimated.  He  made 
future  success  more  easy  ;  and  though  he  made  no  such  signal 
achievement  as  Rochambeau  or  De  Grasse,  he  yet  was  as  noble 
and  worthy  as  they. 

The  monument  which  is  contemplated  will  be  an  enduring 
testimonial  of  the  Nation's  gratitude,  and  it  will  be  much 
more  befitting  if  the  statues  of  D'Estaing  and  the  heroic 
Duportail  with  those  of  De  Grasse  and  Rochambeau  are 
placed  there  beside  our  most  noble  benefactor. 

Do  not  these  names,  my  friends,  stand  out  in  history  as 
patriot  heroes  even  more  disinterested  than  our  own  Revo- 
lutionary or  Pilgrim  sires?  For  while  it  was  for  a  Leonid  as, 
a  Tell,  and  an  Alfred  to  dare  and  suffer  long  for  their 
native  land,  these  heroic  spirits  went  forth  from  their  home- 
to  combat  on  a  far  distant  shore  for  the  national  life  of  an 
almost  unknown  people.  While  it  was  Luther  and  the 
Reformation  which  laid  the  foundation  of  the  rights  of  man 
in  society,  so  it  was  our  American  Revolution  which  estab- 
lished his  political  and  civil  freedom,  and  to  our  success  in 
this  great  struggle.  France  generously  contributed  her 
millions  and  sacrificed  the  lives  of  many  of  her  bravesl  sons. 
Therefore  we  cannot  cease  to  remember  her  with  gratitude 
and  especially  at  this  time,  so  near  to  the  Centennial  o(  the 
Inauguration  of  the  first  President  of  this  now  great,  glorious 
and  successful  Republic. 
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Newark,  N.  J.,  May  16th,  1889. 

The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  met  this  day  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Society,  at  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Bank 
streets,  the  President,  the  Rev.  Samuel  M.  Hamill,  D.D., 
in  the  Chair,  with  Samuel  H.  Pennington,  M.  D.,  Third 
Vice-President,  occupying  a  seat  on  the  platform. 

The  minutes  of  the  January  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  President  remarked  that  the  principal  event  of  in- 
terest since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  had  been  the 
celebration  of  the  Centennial  of  the  Inauguration  of  Wash- 
ington as  the  first  President  of  the  Republic.  The  first 
action  in  relation  to  that  matter  taken  by  this  Society  was  bo 
far  back  as  in  1886,  when  a  Special  Committee  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  arrange  for  appropriate  action  by  the  Society.  Be 
himself  had  been  appointed  on  the  Committee  named  to  wait 
upon  the  Governor,  to  enlist  State  action.  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Niles,  the  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  of  tins  So- 
ciety, had  been  indefatigable.  To  Mr.  Niles  and  Mr.  Bra* 
12 
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tus  Wiman,  the  Society  was  especially  under  great  obligations 
for  their  generosity  in  providing  a  steamer  for  the  use  of  the 
Society  and  its  guests  on  the  occasion  of  the  Naval  Parade 
on  April  29th.  Mr.  Niles  had  been  exceedingly  active  and 
efficient  as  Chairman. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary,  Stephen  Wickes,  M. 
D.,  presented  a  report  on  the  correspondence  since  the  last 
meeting.  He  had  been  corresponding  with  the  family  of  the 
late  Edwin  Salter,  with  a  view  to  securing  his  historical 
manuscripts  for  the  Society. 

The  Treasurer  reported  the  receipts  since  January  had 
been    $713.50;    expenditures,    $713.81;    balance   on   hand, 

$444.68. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  the  following: 

"At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  held  in  Trenton  in 
January  last,  the  following  resolution  was  offered  by  the  Hon. 
Nathaniel  Niles  :  '  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  securing  a  room  in  the 
new  State  House  extension  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society  and  its  collections,  and,  if  said 
Committee  shall  deem  it  advisable,  that  application  be  made 
at  once  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  State  Capitol  and  to  the 
Legislature,  for  the  assignment  of  such  room  for  the  uses  of 
this  Society.' 

"  This  resolution  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Niles  for 
presentation  to  the  action  of  the  Committee,  and  was  not 
prompted  by  his  personal  wishes  for  a  change  of  location  of 
the  Library  from  Newark  to  Trenton.  It  was  offered  as  an 
act  of  courtesy  to  a  member  of  the  Society  who  wished  the 
subject  to  be  considered,  and  when  the  same  came  before  the 
Committee  he  asked  that  his  name  be  entered  on  its  minutes 
as  one  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  Society's  treasures, 

"  The  Committee  met  in  the  rooms  of  the  Library  in  a 
week  after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society. 

"The  expediency  of  making  application  for  a  room  in  the 
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State  House  at  Trenton  to  which  the  Library  and  treasures 
of  the  Society  might  be  removed  was  carefully  considered, 
and  the  reasons  urged  in  that  behalf. 
"The  Committee  unanimously — 

"Resolved,  That  it  is,  in  their  opinion,  inexpedient  to  make  such  ap- 
plication, and  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  make  such  a  removal,  and  for 
these,  among  other  reasons : 

"First,  Article  IX  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Society  declares  that  'the 
Library  and  the  Cabinet  of  the  Society  shall  be  located  in  the  city  of 
Newark,  in  the  county  of  Essex.' 

"  Second,  There  is  nothing  to  assure  us  that  any  permanent  and  suita- 
ble room  or  rooms  in  the  State  House  could  be  obtained.  The  only  one 
suggested  being  on  the  third  floor  of  the  new  addition,  and  it  seems 
probable  that,  in  a  few  years  hence,  the  increasing  business  of  the  State, 
with  the  multiplication  of  Courts,  State  Boards,  Bureaus,  etc.,  will  re- 
quire more  rooms  than  the  present  accommodations  afford,  and  our 
Society  then  might  be  required  to  surrender  to  the  State. 

"Third,  The  removal  of  the  Society's  Library  and  its  valuable  historic 
accumulations  from  Newark,  where  they  have  been  for  nearly  half  a  cen- 
tury since  the  organization  of  the  Society ;  a  city  which  is  the  center  of 
the  most  populous  portion  of  the  State,  and  whose  citizens  have  watched 
over  the  institution  with  fostering  care,  would  be,  in  our  opinion,  disas- 
trous to  the  future  growth  and  development,  if  not  to  the  very  existence 
of  the  Society.  It  would  be  like  removing  a  venerable  tree  after  its 
roots  had  become  firmly  imbedded  in  its  native  soil.  The  capital  of  the 
State  has  no  advantage  over  Newark,  for  the  location  and  prosperity  of 
such  a  Society. 

"Fourth,  The  removal  would  be  a  breach  of  faith  with  those  numerous 
benefactors,  including  the  honored  founders  of  the  Society,  who  have 
made  special  subscriptions  and  gifts  of  money  and  a  lot  of  land,  with  a 
view  of  erecting  a  suitable  Library  building  in  Newark  for  the  institu- 
tion, and  upon  that  condition,  amounting  to  a  very  considerable  sum, 
and  now  worth  more  than  $12,000  (which  sum  was  offered  for  it  in  oash 
about  four  years  since),  and  which  we  cannot  legally  or  honorably  hold, 
but  must  forfeit,  if  the  Library  and  its  rich  treasures  should  bo  removed 
to  Trenton  or  any  other  place. 

"We  fail  to  see  any  reason  for  a  change,  but  much  again  si 
it.  Plans  are  already  made  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable 
building  on  our  own  ground. 

"The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Library  which  is  charged 
with  the  supervision  of  the  rooms  of  the  Society  and  has  the 
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care  of  its  books  and  treasures  has  most  earnestly  solicited 
the  attention  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  through 
them,  that  of  the  members  of  the  Society,  to  the  imperative 
necessity  of  a  new  building  to  meet  the  growing  needs  for 
its  more  than  ten  thousand  volumes  and  its  twice  ten  thou- 
sand pamphlets,  many  of  which  are  of  priceless  value,  the 
pride  and  glory  of  the  institution,  together  with  its  garnered 
treasures  held  for  the  illustration  of  our  past  history.  The 
Committee  feels  assured  that  it  is  practicable  to  erect  a  per- 
manent building  for  our  use  on  the  lot  held  for  so  many  years 
on  West  Park  street.  That  it  can  be  made  attractive,  com- 
modous,  convenient,  inviting  of  access  and  worthily  express- 
ive of  the  laudable  aims  of  the  Historical  Society.  The  plan 
of  construction  which  has  been  approved  by  the  Executive 
Committee  is  acceptable  to  the  Library  Committee,  and  will, 
if  erected,  prove  itself  such  to  the  members  of  the  Society, 
and  will  yield  a  revenue  to  the  same,  sufficient  to  meet  its 
annual  expenses  and  an  annual  surplus  for  the  uses  of  the 
Library  rooms.  The  Committee  is  encouraged  to  believe  that 
the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Society,  together  with  sub- 
scriptions conditionally  pledged  are  nearly  sufficient  for  this. 
This  Committee  presented  these  considerations  two  years 
since,  May  19,  1887.  A  deep  sense  of  our  needs  impelled 
them  to  do  so.  It  is  a  measure  vital  to  the  welfare  and  the 
perpetuity  of  the  institution.  The  treasury  has  for  a  series 
of  years  received  six  hundred  dollars  annual  rent  for  the 
building  now  on  the  lot.  This  sum  has  been  sufficient  as  a 
supplement  to  our  revenues  from  annual  dues  and  interest  on 
vested  funds  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Society.  This  year 
the  tenant  surrenders  his  lease  with  much  regret,  the  Finance 
Committee  having  deemed  it  necessary  to  hold  the  property 
subject  to  the  uses  of  the  Society. 

"  Forty- three  years  ago,  the  annual  report  gave  the  total 
number  of  bound  volumes,  by  gift  and  purchase,  as  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  and  three  hundred  pamphlets  by  donation, 
together  with  maps,  old  surveys  and  about  eight  hundred 
manuscripts,  original  and  copies,  which  constituted,  as   the 
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report  says,  a  germ  of  a  library  which  under  judicious  man- 
agement would  generate  a  taste  and  fondness  for  historical 
research  and  elevate  the  literary  character  of  the  State. 

"Our  Librarian  now  reports  a  total  of  ten  thousand  volumes 
in  binding,  and  twenty  or  more  thousand  pamphlets,  manu- 
scripts, complete  files  of  various  journals  which  have  been 
published  in  New  Jersey  and  other  States. 

"  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Library  rooms  have  for 
many  years  watched  with  a  constantly  increasing  interest  the 
growth  of  the  library  and  of  the  treasures  which  are  coming 
to  its  alcoves  for  deposit  and  preservation.  It  has  welcomed 
the  volumes  of  its  Archives  which  open  to  our  research  the 
"first  things"  of  New  Jersey  history.  It  cannot  refrain  from 
expressing  its  solicitude  that  the  Society  is  approaching  a 
crisis  in  its  affairs,  and  it  is  coming,  not  from  a  lack  of  zeal 
in  the  conservation  of  its  interests,  not  from  a  loss  in  its 
membership,  not  from  official  neglect,  but  from  that  intelli- 
gent appreciation  of  its  needs  in  providing  for  the  proper 
disposal  of  its  treasures  in  books  and  memorials  of  history 
which  are  now  inaccessible  to  study,  and  so  fail  to  fulfill  the 
purposes  for  which  they  have  been  gathered  and  to  attract 
those  for  whose  instruction  and  interest  they  are  held. 

"  This  Committee  most  earnestly  solicit,  in  view  of  these 
considerations,  such  action  of  the  Society  as  to  ensure  a 
building  ready  for  use  in  the  early  days  of  the  coming 
autumn. 

"The  revision  of  the  Constitution  and  By-laws,  referred  to 

the  consideration  and  codification  of  the  Committee,  has  been 

executed  and  awaits  the  pleasure  of  the  Society  upon  its  call 

for  the  report. 

STEPHEN  WICKES 

Secretary  e.r-otficio." 

Speaking  on  a  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee, the  Hon.  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  remarked  that  the  Bubjecl  o(  the 
location  of  the  Society's  collections  received  great  attention 
at  the  early  meetings  of  the  Society,  Mr.  William  A.  White- 
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head,  the  original  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Society, 
the  Rev.  D.  V.  Maclean  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nicholas  Murray 
especially  manifesting  great  interest  in  the  controversy. 
After  a  very  earnest  debate  it  was  decided  that  the  Society's 
library  should  be  located  at  Newark.  He  thought  the  accum- 
ulations and  the  history  of  the  Society  during  the  last  forty 
years  had  justified  that  decision.  The  late  Mr.  Whitehead 
had  access  through  family  and  friendly  connections  to  many 
great  stores  of  historical  treasures,  which  otherwise  would 
hardly  have  been  accessible  at  all.  He  doubted  if  any  other 
Society  had  accumulated  so  valuable  a  collection  as  this  in 
the  same  period  of  time,  and  considering  the  size  of  the 
State.  Other  gentlemen  had  done  a  great  deal  for  the  So- 
ciety— the  Rev.  Dr.  Murray,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hatfield.  Other 
gentlemen  had  done  much  and  had  acquired  a  taste,  an  inter- 
est in  the  subject,  who  would  take  up  the  work  of  Mr. 
Whitehead.  The  gentlemen  who  gathered  in  the  legislative 
halls  at  Trenton  were  more  interested  in  making  history  than 
in  recording  it.  In  his  judgment  it  would  be  deleterious  to 
the  interests  of  the  Society  to  remove  its  library  to  Trenton. 

Justice  Bradley  added  that  he  thought  it  would  be  a  good 
service  if  the  inscriptions  collected  from  the  Old  Burying 
Ground  in  Newark  by  the  late  Dr.  John  S.  Condit  forty  years 
or  more  ago  were  printed.  {i  There  are  other  memorials,"  he 
said,  "of  old  families,  that  are  under  ground.  Many  of  the 
old  families  had  vaults,  without  tombstones,  and  in  such 
cases  the  only  memorial  inscriptions  were  on  the  plates  placed 
on  the  coffins.  If  some  '  Old  Mortality '  could  be  found  who 
would  get  the  keys  of  those  vaults  and  copy  the  inscriptions 
on  those  plates,  he  would  secure  a  most  valuable  contribution 
to  history." 

He  also  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  Society  ought  to 
print  the  Answer  to  the  Elizabethtown  Bill  in  Chancery.  It 
was  far  rarer  than  the  Bill  itself. 

He  said  he  had  been  recently  looking  up  the  history  of  the 
Gouverneur  family  in  the  city  of  Newark,  where  they  were 
prominent  before  and  during  the  Revolutionary  War.     He 


MEETING   IN   NEWARK.  17? 

had  thought  of  presenting  his  notes  to  the  New  York  His- 
torical Society,  the  family  being  of  New  York,  but  perhaps 
it  would  be  better  to  present  them  to  this  Society. 

If  those  interested  in  history  would  occasionally  give  an 
hour  to  the  subject  they  would  accomplish  a  good  work. 

The  Eev.  Dr.  Hamill  related  some  interesting  reminis- 
cences connected  with  the  original  discussion  at  the  first  and 
subsequent  meetings  of  the  Society,  it  being  finally  decided 
by  a  large  majority  to  have  the  library  at  Newark.  He  him- 
self voted  for  Trenton,  after  a  year's  notice  had  been  given, 
but  regarded  that  decision  as  a  final  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  John  F.  Hageman  felt  very  clear  that  the  library 
ought  to  be  retained  in  Newark.  He  also  was  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Society,  on  a  stormy  day,  taking  a  sleigh-ride 
from  Princeton  to  Trenton.  He  was  at  the  subsequent  meet- 
ing when  the  matter  was  earnestly  discussed.  He  was  elected 
a  member  in  1845.  When  the  matter  was  settled,  he  was 
rather  inclined  to  favor  Governor  Vroom,  Henry  W.  Green 
and  Eichard  S.  Field,  and  hence  did  not  accept  the  election 
in  1845.  But  he  was  a  convert  now  to  the  idea  that  the 
library  ought  to  be  located  at  Newark. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  favoring  the  re- 
tention of  the  Society's  library  and  collections  in  Newark, 
was  then  adopted. 

The  Kev.  Aaron  Llotd,  of  Belleville,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Whereas,  The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  has  long  felt  the  impera- 
tive need  of  a  suitable  fireproof  building  for  the  preservation  and  exhi- 
bition of  its  valuable  library  and  literary  and  historical  treasures,  and 
the  sentiment  favoring  their  retention  in  the  city  of  Newark  having  been 
emphatically  pronounced — 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society  be  empowered 
and  urged  to  proceed  without  further  delay,  in  the  work  of  securing  the 
necessary  funds  and  in  the  erection  of  such  an  edifice. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  until  2.15  p.  m..  during 
which  the  members  and  friends  examined  many  of  the  objects 
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of  interest  in  the  rooms,  and  partook  of  a  luncheon  served  in 
the  rooms  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  on  the  floor  above,  for  the 
use  of  which  apartments  the  Lodge  was  extended  the  thanks 
of  the  Society. 

On  re-asseinbling,  the  Society  listened  to  a  paper  by 
Oakley  A.  Johnson,  of  Hackettstown,  on  is  Local  Self  Gov- 
ernment in  New  Jersey,"  for  which  Mr.  Johnson  was  voted 
the  thanks  of  the  Society,  and  was  requested  to  furnish  a 
copy  to  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

The  Committee  on  Library  reported  having  received  424 
pamphlets  and  5?  bound  volumes  since  the  last  meeting, 
making  the  total  number  of  bound  volumes  now  in  the 
library  10,429. 

The  Committee  on  Colonial  Documents  reported  that 
the  printing  of  the  first  volume  of  the  Journal  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council,  from  1682  onward,  was  progressing. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  January  meeting  had  been  printed  and  dis- 
tributed. 

The  Committee  on  Genealogy  reported  that  inquiries 
had  been  received  regarding  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Cox,  who 
settled  in  Upper  Freehold,  Monmouth  county,  about  1670; 
asking  from  what  township  John  Hoagland,  representative 
from  Somerset  county  in  the  Provincial  Assembly  in  1761, 
hailed;  also,  for  information  regarding  the  origin  of  Thomas 
Roberson,  who  settled  in  Kingwood  township,  Hunterdon 
county,  near  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  and  whose  wife 
was  Catharine  Pierce;  according  to  family  tradition  his  an- 
cestors came  over  in  the  Mayflower;  also  in  relation  to  the 
family  of  John  Cowdrick,  who  settled  in  Burlington  county 
early  in  the  last  century,  and  in  regard  to  the  family  of  Sarah 
Hall,  who  married  William  Cowdrick,  of  Hunterdon  county, 
about  1794.  Dr.  Henry  Race,  of  Hunterdon  county,  had 
kindly  given  much  attention  to  answering  the  latter  queries^ 
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and  some  of  the  former  had  been  answered  by  the  Recording 
Secretary,  but  additional  information  was  desired. 

The  Committee  on  Centennial  presented  a  report, 
which  was  received,  and  on  motion  of  the  Rev.  John  Mil- 
ler, of  Princeton,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to 
the  Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Membership  recommended  the  elec- 
tion of  the  following,  and  a  ballot  being  taken  they  were 
elected: 


RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

John  Lawrence  Boggs,  Jr., 

Josiah  J.  Brown,        .... 

Cornelius  Christie,       .... 

Charles  B.  Dahlgren, 

Oakley  A.  Johnson, 

Rey.  John  Mac  Naughton, 

Joseph  Parrish,  M.  D., 

Cyrus  Peck, 

Henry  L.  Pierson,  Jr., 
Cornelius  S.  Shepherd,  M.  D., 
Rev.  Joseph  H.  Smith, 
William  A.  Smith,      .... 
Rev.  David  Waters,  D.  D., 


Newark. 

Newark. 

Leonia. 

Trenton . 

Hackettstown. 

Morristown. 

Burlington. 

Newark . 

Summit. 

Trenton. 

.     Hamburg. 

Trenton, 

Newark. 


CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 


Theodore  J.  Brown, 

Rev.  Roswell  Randall  Hoes, 

Rev.  William  E.  Schenck, 


Toledo,  0. 

New  York. 

Philadelphia. 


HONORARY   MEMBERS. 


Erastus  Wiman, 
William  Ogden  Wheeler, 
George  R.  Howell, 


Staten  [aland. 

Sharon,  Conn. 
Albany,  N.  V. 


The  Committee  on  Centennial  Medal  reported   pro- 
gress, and  was  continued. 
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The  Executive  Committee  presented  a  revision  of  the 
Constitution  and  By-laws,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution 
adopted  at  the  January  meeting.  After  some  discussion  of 
the  report  it  was  resolved  that  the  Constitution  and  By-laws 
as  reported,  be  printed  for  the  better  consideration  of  the 
Society  at  its  next  meeting. 

Judge  John  Whitehead,  of  Morristown,  offered  two 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  which,  under  the  rules, 
were  laid  over  until  the  next  meeting. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  the  Rev.  Roswell 
Randall  Hoes,  IT.  S.  N.,  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  be  requested  to  commit  to  writing,  for  pub- 
lication in  our  Proceedings,  the  substance  of  his  valuable  and  interesting 
remarks  made  this  day  before  the  Society,  in  regard  to  the  importance  of 
copying  and  preserving,  for  historical  and  genealogical  purposes,  the 
graveyard  inscriptions  in  this  and  other  parts  of  this  State. 

Judge  Whitehead  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  carry  into  effect  the  suggestions  of  Justice  Bradley. 
Which  being  agreed  to,  the  President  appointed  the  Rev. 
Chaplain  Hoes,  Judge  John  Whitehead  and  Edward  H. 
Stokes  such  committee. 

Prof.  Austin  Scott,  Ph.  D.,  of  Rutgers  College,  pre- 
sented a  resolution  adopted  on  the  steamer  "  City  of  Hud- 
son," on  April  29th,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Naval  Parade, 
and  on  motion  it  was  adopted  as  the  sense  of  the  Society. 
(It  is  printed  elsewhere,  in  connection  with  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Centennial.) 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Allen  H.  Brown,  the  Executive 
Committee  was  requested  to  investigate  regarding  the  possi- 
bility of  securing  for  this  Society  the  historical  papers  of  the 
late  Edwin  Salter. 

The  Society  then  adjourned. 
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Laid  Before  the  Society,  May  16,  1889 

Pittstown,  N.  J.,  April  22,  1889. 
William  Nelson,  Esq. : 

Dear  Sir — Is  there  not  some  mistake  as  to  Heckewelder's  giving 
"forked  river"  as  the  import  of  Raritan  ?  He,  and  Zeisberger  also, 
gives  Lechauhamii  as  the  Delaware  Indian  equivalent  for  forked  river, 
and  Raritan  has  no  root  that  can  be  made  to  imply  such  meaning.  I 
have  Heckewelder's  "Import  of  Indian  Names  of  Rivers,  etc.,  in  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland,"  but  Raritan  is  not  in- 
cluded. Prof.  Reichel,  also,  omits  it  in  his  "Indian  Names."  The 
omission  of  a  term  of  such  prominence  suggests  a  suspicion  that  they 
j  failed  to  cope  with  it.  Dr.  Brinton  defines  Raritan  as  meaning  "The 
Place  up  Stream,"  but  the  applicability  is  not  apparent  and  corrobora- 
tion is  desirable. 

There  is  no  r  sound  in  the  Unami  Delaware  dialect,  and  it  seems  prob- 
able that  Raritan,  Ra-wa-nee-ros  and  a  few  other  names  in  that  section, 
in  which  the  r  sound  occurs,  belong  to  the  Minsi  Delaware,  and  that  the 
Raritan  tribe  of  Indians  were  Minsi  (Minisinks).  I  have  Mr.  Salter's 
analysis  and  definition  of  this  term,  but  don't  consider  them  tenable. 
Dr.  Trumbull's  opinion  would  be  of  interest  in  this  connection.  Have 
you  any  correspondence  with  him  ? 

Very  truly, 

HENRY  RACK. 


Announced  May  16th,  1889. 
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New  Jersey  Historical  Society 


IN     THE 


Centennial  Celebration 

April  29th,  1889. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 


The  Special  Committee  on  the  Centennial  Celebration  begs 
leave  to  submit  the  following  final  report: 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  this  Society,  held  at  Newark. 
May  20,  1886,  Mr.  William  Nelson  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  first  inauguration  of  George  Washington  as  President 
of  the  United  States  took  place  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  April  30. 
1789,  which  event  marked  the  beginning  of  our  present  system  of 
National  Government,  under  which  we  have  prospered  so  amazingly  for 
almost  a  century,  and  it  seems  eminently  proper  that  an  event  of  such 
importance  should  be  appropriately  commemorated ;  and 

Whereas,  The  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  taken  steps  to 
ensure  a  fitting  celebration  of  the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  this  occa- 
sion, and  has  memorialized  Congress  to  that  end ; 

Resolved,  That  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  regards  with  ap- 
proval the  proposed  celebration  in  New  York  on  April  30,  1889,  of  the 
Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  under  the  Constitution,  and  the  first  inauguration  of 
George  Washington  as  President,  and  will  be  pleased  to  cooperate  in  the 
movement. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  Special  Com- 
mittee of  five  members  of  this  Society,  of  whom  the  Hon.  Nathaniel 
Niles*  shall  be  Chairman,  to  represent  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society 
in  the  proposed  Centennial  Celebration  of  the  Institution  of  our  National 
Government;  and  that  said  Committee  have  prepared  a  series  of  bio- 
graphical sketches  of  New  Jersey's  Senators  and  Representatives  in  the 
First  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

The  minutes  say:  "After  some  approving  remarks  1>\  B6V- 
eral  gentlemen  the  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted. 


*  Mr.  Niles  made  the  motion  in  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce  which  led 
to  the  action  taken  by  that  body. 
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and  the  President  appointed  as  the  Committee,  ex-Speaker 
Nathaniel  Niles,  the  Hon.  John  T.  Nixon,  Gen.  William  S. 
Stryker,  the  Hon.  Joel  Parker  and  William  Nelson." 

Correspondence  was  immediately  entered  into  with  the 
New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  with  other  bodies, 
committees  and  distinguished  gentlemen  of  this  and  other 
States. 

At  an  early  stage  of  the  movement  the  Mayor  of  New  York 
city  summoned  a  general  meeting  of  citizens  to  consider  the 
matter,  and  a  General  Committee  was  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  affair,  the  members  of  the  New  York  Chamber 
of  Commerce  cooperating  as  individuals.  Much  communi- 
cation was  had  personally  and  by  letter  with  that  Committee, 
frequent  consultation  being  held  by  this  Committee  with  the 
General  Committee. 

Subsequently,  as  the  movement  assumed  increased  propor- 
tions State  action  was  enlisted,  and  Commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governors  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York  to  arrange  the  details  of  a  grand  military  pageant. 
General  Stryker,  of  this  Committee,  was  one  of  the  State 
Commissioners  for  New  Jersey,  and  later  the  honored  Presi- 
dent of  this  Society,  the  Kev.  Samuel  M.  Hamill,  D.  D.,  was 
called  into  consultation  by  the  Governor. 

On  January  22,  1889,  this  Committee  presented  to  the 
Governor  of  this  State  the  following  suggestions: 

To  his  Excellency  the  Governor: 

"In  May,  1886,  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Niles,  appointed  a  Special  Committee  to  take  into  consid- 
eration the  propriety  of  having  an  appropriate  National  celebration  in 
New  York  on  April  30,  1889.  of  the  Centennial  of  the  Inauguration  of 
Washington  as  the  First  President  of  the  United  States.  That  Commit- 
tee has  from  time  to  time  given  the  matter  its  attention.  As  is  well 
known,  the  affair  has  assumed  great  proportions,,  and  competent  Com- 
mittees having  taken  charge  of  the  details  elsewhere  it  only  remains  for 
New  Jersey  to  do  her  part  toward  making  the  celebration  on  her  own 
soil  worthy  of  the  occasion. 

"Recognizing  the  fact  that  any  such  celebration  within  our  own  State 
ought  to  be  conducted  under  the  immediate  supervision  and  direction  of 
the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  aware  that  you  have  already  taken  meas- 
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ures  to  ensure  a  successful  demonstration  on  this  occasion,  this  Com- 
mittee of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  would  respectfully  tender  its 
hearty  cooperation  in  the  carrying  out  of  any  plans  your  Excellency 
may  formulate,  and  would  also  respectfully  make  the  accompanying 
suggestions  concerning  some  features  which  it  would  seem  desirable  to 
incorporate  in  any  such  plans: 

SUGGESTIONS   FOR   CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION   IN   NEW  JERSEY. 

"  The  President  of  the  United  States  and  his  party  to  be  met  on  their 
arrival  in  New  Jersey,  as  near  as  possible  to  the  point  where  President- 
elect Washington  entered  the  State  in  1789,  by  the  Governor  of  New 
Jersey,  the  Legislature,  State  officers,  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Errors  and 
Appeals.  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Chancellor  and  Vice-Chancel- 
lors, and  by  representatives  of  the  New  Jersey  Society  of  the  Cincinnati, 
the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  the  Washington  Association  of  New 
Jersey,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  Masons,  and  such  other  representative 
bodies  as  may  be  hereafter  decided  upon. 

"The  party  to  proceed  in  carriages,  escorted  by  a  military  and  civic 
procession,  accompanied  by  the  civic  authorities  and  other  representative 
organizations  of  the  city  of  Trenton,  as  nearly  as  may  be  convenient 
over  the  route  pursued  by  Washington  in  1789. 

"The  triumphal  arch  erected  over  the  Assunpink,  in  1789,  or  so  much 
of  it  as  is  still  in  existence,  to  be  again  erected  on  this  occasion. 

"  The  party  to  proceed  to  the  State  House,  where  a  reception  shall  be 
tendered  to  the  President,  by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  possibly  to  be 
followed  by  a  dinner. 

"The  President  and  his  party  will  proceed  from  Trenton  to  Princeton 
by  private  conveyance,  with  suitable  relays  of  horses,  to  expedite  the 
journey,  and  at  Princeton  will  be  tendered  a  reception  by  President 
Patton.  of  the  University. 

"The  Presidential  car  will  meet  the  President  at  Princeton,  and  pro- 
ceed to  Princeton  Junction,  there  to  rejoin  the  rest  of  the  special  train, 
and  will  proceed  to  Elizabeth,  where  the  President  may  be  tendered  I 
reception  by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  at  his  own  residence. 

"From  Elizabeth,  the  President  and  his  party,  delegations  from  repre- 
sentative bodies  and  leading  citizens  generally,  will  proceed  in  car- 
riages to  Elizabethport,  escorted  by  a  military  and  civic  procession,  in- 
cluding the  military  from  the  Northern  part  of  the  State. 

"At  Elizabethport  the  party  will  embark  on  a  vessel  provided  b\  the 
Government  for  the  purpose. 

"  Mr.  Erastus  Wiman  has  tendered  the  use  of  one  or  two  of  his  largest 
transports  for  the  accommodation  of  the  New  Jersey  Committee,  and  it  is 
recommended  that  his  offer  be  accepted.  The  Pennsylvania  Railroad, 
and  other  railroads  within  the  Trunk  Line  territory,  have  agreed  to  Bell 
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excursion  tickets  within  that  territory  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  a  mile, 
including  return  fare,  or  one  cent  and  a  half  per  mile  in  either  direction, 
tickets  to  be  sold  April  26th,  27th  and  28th  for  trains  reaching  New  York 
before  noon  of  April  30th,  good  to  return  on  or  before  May  2d:  no  ex- 
cursion ticket  to  be  sold  for  a  less  sum  than  one  dollar.  Each  line  may 
also  ran  special  excursion  trains  on  April  28th  and  29th,  tickets  to  be 
valid  only  on  specified  trains  on  each  line,  on  each  day,  and  for  return 
until  May  1st,  inclusive,  at  the  rate  of  one  fare  for  the  round  trip. 

"  It  is  suggested  that  military  salutes  be  given  at  Trenton,  Princeton, 
Monmouth  Junction,  New  Brunswick,  Rahway,  Elizabeth,  and  Elizabeth- 
port,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Presidential  party  at  those  points. 

"Also,  that  invitations  be  extended  to  the  Mayors  of  all  cities  and 
towns  in  New  Jersey  ;  to  the  Presidents  of  Colleges  and  Theological 
Seminaries;  also  to  the  several  Bishops  residing  in  the  State,  and  to 
Bishops  Foster  and  Hurst,  who  were  for  many  years  identified  with  New 
Jersey;  also  to  other  leading  clergymen  of  various  denominations. 

"  Also,  that  each  Board  of  Trade  be  invited  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
say  five  members,  including  the  President  of  such  Board. 

"Also,  that  the  Professors  of  History  in  the  various  colleges  and 
seminaries,  and  other  leading  educators  and  trustees  of  such  institutions, 
be  invited,  together  with  representatives  from  any  of  the  local  Historical 
Societies  in  the  State. 

"  That  these  representatives  be  invited  to  participate  in  the  demon- 
stration at  Trenton,  and  also  at  Elizabeth. 

"  For  the  accommodation  of  the  State  officers  and  invited  guests  it  is 
suggested  that  efforts  be  made  to  secure  one  or  more  special  trains  to 
accompany  the  Presidential  train. 

"  It  is  also  recommended  that  the  Governor  be  requested  to  address  a 
special  message  to  the  Legislature  at  this  session,  on  the  subject  of  the 
celebration,  and  recommending  a  special  appropriation  of  from  one  to 
three  thousand  dollars  to  defray  the  expenses  incident  thereto. 

"  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  Committee  on  behalf  of 
the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society. 

"NATHANIEL  NILES,  Chairman. 
'  Wm.  Nelson,  Secretary. 

"  Trenton,  N.  J.,  January  22,  1889. '? 

At  the  same  meeting  Mr.  Niles  stated  that  he  had  just  re- 
ceived a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Erastus  Wiman,  offering  to  place 
at  the  disposal  of  the  New  Jersey  Committee  his  new  steamer, 
"Erastus  Wiman/'  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Committee 
and  invited  guests  on  April  30th  next.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Niles,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to  Mr.  Wiman 
for  his  generous  offer. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the  Committee  was  also  author- 
ized to  contribute  such  of  the  Society's  historic  treasures  as 
ifc  might  think  proper,  to  the  Loan  Collection  to  be  exhibited 
at  the  Metropolitan  Art  Museum  next  April,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  New  York  Committee  on  Centennial. 

The  Committee  sent  copies  of  the  foregoing  suggestions  to 
the  President-elect,  and  to  the  other  Committees,  general 
and  local,  interested  in  the  celebration. 

Owing  to  the  great  pressure  of  official  duties  incumbent 
upon  a  newly-elected  President,  and  to  his  dislike  for  an  ex- 
tended pageant,  the  President  finally  decided  simply  to  make 
a  brief  stop  at  Trenton,  and  another  at  Elizabeth,  where  it 
was  decided  that  he  should  embark  for  New  York. 

Through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Erastus  Wiman,  of  New 
York,  and  of  a  member  of  this  Committee,  the  steamer  City 
of  Hudson  was  secured  for  the  day  of  the  Naval  Parade, 
April  29,  Mr.  Wiman's  larger  steamer  having  been  reluctantly 
given  up  by  him  to  the  General  Committee  of  New  York, 
and  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  this  Society  and  its  friends. 
Invitations  were  thereupon  issued  as  follows: 

1789.  1889. 

THE  NAVAL  PARADE. 


CENTENNIAL    CELEBRATION 

OF   THE 

INAUGURATION    OF    WASHINGTON. 


Dear  Sir — The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  have  pleasure  in  trans- 
mitting to  you  an  invitation  to  view  the  Naval  Parade,  on  Monday  th. 
29th  of  April,  from  the  steamer  City  of  Hudson,  which  will  be  in  waiting 
at  Elizabethport  at  ten  o'clock  for  the  special  accommodation  of  the 
Governor,  Executive  Officers.  Members  of  the  Legislature,  and  other 
official  personages  of  New  Jersey,  returning  to  Elizabethport  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  parade. 

The  participants  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Erastus  Wiman  and  Mk. 
Nathaniel  Niles  for  this  courtesy. 

WILLIAM   NELSON. 

Newark,  April  24,  1889.  '<"■//. 
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Cards  were  also  transmitted  with  each  invitation  as  follows: 
NAVAL     PARADE. 


Centennial  Celebration  Inauguration  of  Washington 


NEW  JERSEY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


Admit    One    to    Steamer    "City    of    Hudson," 

— at — 

Elizabethport,  Monday,  April  29,  1889, 

At  10  a.  m. 

WILLIAM  NELSON,  Setty. 

These  invitations  were  sent  to  the  Governor  and  State 
officers,  to  the  several  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Judges 
of  the  Court  of  Errors,  Chancellor  and  Vice-Chancellors, 
members  of  the  Legislature,  Generals  commanding  the  State 
Militia,  for  themselves  and  their  staffs,  to  the  Faculties  of 
Princeton  University,  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  Rut- 
gers College,  New  Brunswick  Theological  Seminary,  Drew 
Theological  Seminary,  Pennington  Seminary,  Hackettstown 
Seminary,  Seton  Hall  College,  the  several  Bishops  of  New 
Jersey,  the  Washington  Association,  of  New  Jersey,  the 
officers  of  the  New  Jersey  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  the 
New  Jersey  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  the  Mayors  of  the 
several  cities  in  the  State,  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodges 
of  Free  Masons  and  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  officers  and  many 
of  the  more  active  members  of  the  Historical  Society,  and 
to  other  distinguished  personages  of  New  Jersey. 

At  the  request  of  the  Local  Committee  of  Elizabeth,  two 
carriages  were  set  apart  for  eight  members  of  this  Society,  to 
act  as  part  of  the  special  escort  to  the  President,  in  the 
parade  at  that  place.  The  gentlemen  selected  for  this  duty 
were:  Samuel  H.  Pennington,  M.  D.,  of  Newark;  the  Hon. 
John  Hopper,  of  Paterson ;  John  F.  Hageman,  Esq.,  of 
Princeton;  the  Hon.  John  I.  Blair,  of  Blairstown;  the  Hon. 
Nathaniel  Niles,  of  Madison;  Prof.  Austin  Scott,  Ph.D.,  of 
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Rutgers  College;  ex-Mayor  Garret  D.  W.  Vroom,  of  Trenton; 
the  Hon.  George  A.  Halsey,  of  Newark,  and  William  Nelson, 
of  Paterson. 

The  morning  of  April  29th  dawned  bright  and  fair,  and 
long  before  daylight  the  ancient  and  historic  town  of  Eliza- 
beth was  astir  with  excitement.  The  Presidential  train 
arrived  about  eight  o'clock,  and  the  President  and  his  party 
were  escorted  to  the  residence  of  the  Governor,  where  break- 
fast was  partaken  of,  and  a  reception  held,  at  which  a  large 
number  of  citizens,  including  many  members  of  this  Society, 
were  presented  to  the  President.  This  ceremony  over,  the 
procession  was  formed  and  the  march  took  place,  through 
the  principal  streets  of  Elizabeth,  which  were  splendidly 
decorated  for  the  occasion,  to  Elizabethport,  where  the 
President  and  his  party  embarked  on  a  Government  vessel 
awaiting  them,  and  the  guests  of  the  Historical  Society  em- 
barked on  the  "  City  of  Hudson."  It  were  useless  to  attempt 
to  describe  that  sail.  The  steamer  was  assigned  an  excel- 
lent position  in  the  great  Naval  Parade,  and  her  passengers 
saw  all  that  was  to  be  seen  from  the  decks  of  the 
most  favored  vessels  in  the  line.  Slowly  she  steamed  her  way 
through  the  hundreds  of  vessels  that  fairly  crowded  the 
waters  of  the  ample  Bay  of  New  York,  following  close  in  the 
wake  of  the  Presidential  steamer' to  the  foot  of  Wall  street, 
where  the  President  disembarked;  then  slowly  around  to  the 
North  River,  where  many  of  her  passengers  landed  to  witness 
or  take  part  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  day;  then  up  the  river 
again  to  the  end  of  the  long  line  of  war  vessels,  and  then 
back  to  Elizabethport.  The  day  was  all  that  could  be  de- 
sired—perfect weather,  blue  sky  and  fleecy  clouds,  the  water 
sparkling  with  the  bright  and  dancing  rays  of  the  sun,  while 
every  vessel  in  the  harbor  was  decked  out  from  stem  to  stern 
with  all  the  gay-colored  bunting  that  could  be  mustered  for 
the  occasion,  and  the  stars  and  stripes  fluttered  from  every 
flagpole  and  every  building  along  the  shore.  Altogether, 
the  occasion  was  one  that  will  never  be  forgotten  1>\  those 
who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  present. 
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On  the  homeward  voyage  an  impromptu  meeting  of  the 
passengers  was  held  in  the  saloon  of  the  steamer,  at  which 
resolutions  were  adopted  expressive  of  the  sentiments  of  those 
on  board.     These  resolutions  are  given  hereafter. 

The  details  of  the  arrangements  involved  a  great  deal  of 
labor,  and  an  extensive  correspondence.  Among  those  from 
whom  letters  were  received  relating  to  the  celebration  were 
Major  Hugh  W.  Adams,  of  Elizabeth  ;  Senator  Philip  P. 
Baker,  of  Vineland;  ex-Congressman  J.  Hart  Brewer,  of 
Trenton;  Edward  Burroughs,  of  Merchantville,  President  of 
the  State  Board  of  Agriculture;  Assemblyman  Eeuben  Cheese- 
man,  of  Millville;  William  Cloke,  of  Trenton;  Ernest  E. 
Coe,  of  Newark;  E.  M.  Cole,  of  East  Orange ;  Joseph  W. 
Congdon,  of  Paterson ;  Watts  Cooke  of  Paterson ;  Hon. 
David  A.  Depue,  of  Newark;  the  Hon.  J.  Du  Bois,  Mayor 
of  Bridgeton;  William  G.  Fenner,  of  Paterson;  Daniel  R. 
Foster,  of  Trenton;  the  Rev.  William  Henry  Green,  D.  D., 
of  Princeton  Theological  Seminary ;  Edmund  D.  Halsey, 
of  Morristown  ;  the  Rev.  Samuel  M.  Hamill,  D.  D.,  of 
Trenton;  Col.  George  B.  M.  Harvey,  of  the  New  York 
World;  A.  M.  Hoi  brook,  of  Newark;  Francis  B.  Lee,  of 
Trenton;  ex-Mayor  Frank  A.  Magowan,  of  Trenton;  Charles 
H.  Mann,  of  Haddonfield,  Grand  Master  of  Free  Masons;  H. 
0.  Marsh,  of  Morristown,  Treasurer  of  the  Washington  Asso- 
ciation of  New  Jersey;  William  W.  Marsh,  of  Schooley's 
Mountain;  Thomas  N.  McCarter,  of  Newark;  Robert  W. 
Mull,  of  Trenton;  James  Neilson,  of  New  Brunswiek;  the 
Rev.  T.  A.Nelson,  D.  D.,  of  Brooklyn;  ex-Speaker  Nathaniel 
Niles,  of  Madison;  William  John  Potts,  of  Camden;  General 
James  F.  Rusling,  of  Trenton;  Nathaniel  S.  Rue,  of  Cream 
Ridge;  Prof.  Austin  Scott,  Ph.D.,  of  New  Brunswick;  Dr. 
W.  A.  Smith,  of  Newark;  Erastus  Wiman,  of  Staten  Island; 
General  William  S.  Stryker. 

The  enjoyment  of  the  day  on  the  steamer  was  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  presence  of  perhaps  two  hundred  ladies  out 
of  the  five  or  six  hundred  guests  on  board.  And  as  every 
passenger  was  provided  with  a  white  satin  badge  bearing  the 
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seal  of  the  Society  and  the  legend:  "1789 — 1889.  New- 
Jersey  Historical  Society/'  printed  in  blue,  the  fact  was 
impressed  on  the  minds  of  all  that  this  was  distinctively  a 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society  celebration  of  the  day. 

Your  Committee  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  present  a  com- 
plete list  of  all  the  guests  on  the  steamer,  but  it  has  been 
found  impossible  to  do  so,  and  rather  than  present  an  imper- 
fect list  it  has  been  deemed  best  not  to  attempt  it. 

The  Committee  were  greatly  aided  in  various  practical 
suggestions  relative  to  transportation,  by  F.  Wolcott  Jackson, 
of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  and  Colonel  Clifford  Stanley 
Sims,  of  Mount  Holly. 

In  view  of  the  risk  incident  to  the  moving  and  care  of 
relics,  the  Committee  decided  it  unwise  to  contribute  any 
of  the  Society's  treasures  to  the  Loan  Collection  in  New 
York. 

The  death  of  the  Hon.  Joel  Parker,  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  on  January  2,  1888,  deprived  this  Committee  of  an 
invaluable  member,  who  was  always  zealous  in  responding  to 
the  call  of  patriotism,  and  whose  counsel  would  have  been 
of  great  use  on  this  Centennial  occasion. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

William  Nelson,  Secretary. 

Newark,  N.  J.,  May  16,  1889. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

Adopted   on   the   Steamer,    April   29th,    1889, 

and   Approved   by    the    Society, 

May  19th,  1889. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  the  cabin  of  the  steamer  "  City  of 
Hudson,"  on  the  29th  of  April,  1889,  Samuel  H.  Penning- 
ton, M.  D.,  Vice-President  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society,  was  chosen  Chairman,  and  William  Nelson,  Sec- 
retary, and  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted: 

The  members  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  and  their  guests 
on  this  occasion  have  been  highly  gratified  that  the  exercises  commemor- 
ative of  the  inauguration  of  Washington  as  President  of  the  United 
States,  an  event  of  national  and  world-wide  importance,  have  included  a 
special  recognition  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey ; 

This  day  has  been  one  of  unalloyed  pleasure  to  them  and  they  hereby 
return  their  most  cordial  thanks  to  Mr.  Erastus  Wiman  and  Mr.  Nathan- 
iel Niles,  through  whose  great  generosity  the  steamer  "City  of  Hudson," 
was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society,  that  it  might  be  able  to  extend 
to  the  Governor,  Executive  officers,  members  of  the  Legislature  and 
other  official  personages  of  New  Jersey,  as  well  as  to  its  members  and 
their  friends,  the  best  facilities  for  viewing  the  Naval  parade. 

It  is  resolved  that  a  copy  of  this  sincere  expression  of  thanks  be 
submitted  to  the  Historical  Society  at  its  next  regular  meeting  for  its 
approval,  with  the  request  that  copies  be  sent  to  Mr.  Wiman  and  Mr. 
Niles,  and  further,  that  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of 
the  Society,  in  grateful  and  permanent  recognition  of  their  liberality. 
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fame  %£tttt\:$  to  the  Committee. 


i. 

440  Bellevtje  Ave.,  Trenton.  X.  J., 

April  27th,  1889. 
Wm.  Nelson,  Esq.: 

My  Dear  Sir — Your  letter  has  been  received.  You  deserve  thanks  for 
the  interest  you  have  taken  in  the  Centennial  matters.  The  generous 
action  of  Mr.  Mies  and  Mr.  Wiman  is  above  praise.  Our  Society,  at  its 
next  meeting,  must  not  forget  to  thank  them  heartily  for  their  noble 
action  on  our  behalf. 

My  duties  as  a  member  of  the  Governor's  Committee,  I  suppose,  cease 
at  Elizabethport,  where  I  shall  be  glad  to  join  the  noble  corps  of  the 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society.  Vou  need  make  no  change  in  your 
arrangements.  If  any  one  of  the  eight  should  by  any  cause  be  absent,  I 
can  step  in  and  fill  the  gap.  Mr.  Xiles  deserves  the  first  place  by  his 
generous  action. 

Most  truly  yours. 

S.    M.   HAMILL. 

II. 

Princeton.  X.  J.,  April  27th. 
William  Nelson,  Esq.: 

Dear  Sir — The  faculty  of  the  Theological  Seminary  return  their 
thanks  to  the  Xew  Jersey  Historical  Society  for  their  generous  invitation 
to  view  the  Xaval  Parade  of  Monday  next,  and  they  have  deputed  three 
of  their  number  to  use  the  tickets  so  courteously  sent.  They  desire  also, 
through  you.  to  express  their  thanks  to  Mr.  Erastus  Wiman  and  Mr. 

Xathaniel  Xiles. 

Very  respectfully, 

\Y.  BBNRY  GREEN, 
Professor  in  Theological  Semi 

III. 

Camden,  N.  i  .  April  87th,  188 

Mr.  Wm.  Nelson,  Secretary  Xew  Jersey  Historical  Society. 

Dear  Sir— I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  tor  the  invitation  to  view  tin- 
Naval  Parade  on  Monday,  29th  of  April,  and  particularly  to  those  poblk 
spirited  gentlemen,  Mr.  Erastus  Wiman  and   Mr.  Nathaniel    Niks,  for 
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their  courtesy.  It  is  with  considerable  pride  that  I  notice  the  part  our 
State  has  taken  in  this  celebration.  As  I  shall,  however,  be  unable  to  be 
present,  I  return  you  the  card  that  you  may  give  some  one  else  the 
pleasure,  and  remain, 

Truly  yours, 

WILLIAM  JOHN  POTTS. 

IV. 

Schooley's  Mountain,  N.  J.,  April  25th,  1889. 
Mr.  Wm.  Nelson,  Secretary  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Newark, 
N  J.: 
Dear  Sir — I  accept  with  pleasure  and  many  thanks  the  kind  invitation 
to  view  the  Naval  Parade  next  Monday  from  the  steamer  "'City  of  Hud- 
son," and  I  have  sent  my  acknowledgments  and  thanks  to  Messrs. 
Wiman  and  Niles. 

WM.  W.  MARSH. 

V. 

Washington  Association  of  New  Jersey, 
Morristown,  April  25th,  1889. 
William  Nelson,  Esq.,  Secretary,  &c: 

My  Dear  Sir — 1  am  directed  by  the  President  of  this  Association  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  twenty-five  complimentary  invitations  to 
view  the  Naval  Parade  and  the  privileges  of  a  trip  on  the  boat  from 
Elizabethport.  We  desire  to  express  our  thanks  for  this  courtesy 
through  you  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  so  kindly  made  this  arrangement 
and  to  say  that  it  is  appreciated  by  us  all. 

With  much  respect,  I  am  yours, 

H.  0.  MARSH,  Treasurer. 

VI. 

518  North  Broad  Street,  Elizabeth,  N.  J., 
April  25th,  1889. 
Mr.  William  Nelson,  Paterson,  N.  J. : 

My  Dear  Sir — Your  favor  of  the  24th  instant  received.  Carriages  will 
be  provided  for  the  eight  gentlemen  who  are  to  represent  your  Society. 
I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  ten  tickets  sent  me  for  the 
"  City  of  Hudson  "  by  your  Society,  and  trust  you  will  express  to  Mr. 
Erastus  Wiman  and  Mr.  Nathaniel  Niles  my  thanks  for  this  courtesy. 
Very  sincerely  yours, 

HUGH  W.  ADAMS. 


REPORT   OF   CENTENNIAL   COMMITTEE.  197 

VII. 

Trenton,  N.  J.,  April  26th,  1889. 
Wm.  Nelson,  Secretary,  Newark,  N.  J.: 

My  Dear  Sir — Your  very  kind  invitation  to  view  the  Naval  Parade  on 
Monday,  the  29th  inst.,  from  the  steamer  "City  of  Hudson,*'  is  received. 
I  accept  with  much  pleasure,  and  shall  feel  under  obligations  not  only  to 
the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  but  also  to  Mr.  Erastus  Wiman  and 
Nathaniel  Niles  for  their  courtesy  to  the  Society. 

Yours  very  truly, 

J.  H.   BREWER. 

VIII. 

Trenton,  N.  J.,  April  26th,  1889. 
Mr.  Nelson : 

Dear  Sir — Your  most  agreeable  invitation  to  attend  "the  Naval 
Parade  at  the  centennial  celebration  of  the  inauguration  of  Washington  " 
is  received  with  many  thanks  to  you  and  the  most  patriotic  and  generous 
gentlemen  whose  kind  consideration  you  have  sent  me.      I  hope  to  be 

present. 

Most  truly  yours, 

DANIEL  R.  FOSTER. 
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